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BEFCRE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

GEORGE A. DUNEAM,

Complainant,
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Vs Cese No. 4415

UNION OIL COMPAXNY OF CALIFORNIA,

Defendant.
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Hert, Glines & Libeu by L. J. Liben,
for Compleinant.

Douglas C. Gregg for Defendent.

CRAEMER, COMMVISSIONER:
OPINION

In this complaint George A. Dunham alleges that Union
0il Compeny of Califormis* is in the dusiness of selling weter in
end about the town of Orcutt In Santa Barbare County; and that said
Company has refused to furnish water service ¢o his property at
Orcutt. The Coxmission is asked to oxder Union Cil Compeny to supply
water to hils premises.

Union Oil Compeny in its answer states that it meintains
an oil production plent in the vicirnity of Orcutt; and that incidental
thereto, it has a water system and has furnished surplus water there-—
from t0 the residents of Orcutt for domestic use solely; thet it hes
never dedlicated its water service to the pudlic nor does it intend so
to do. It is alleged tkat compleinent Dunhem recides outside the
town of Qrcutt in an z2res where defendant has never supplied weter;

that it 1s not operating a public utility weter works and that tke

Note: *Hereirefter referred to =s the Union 0il Company.
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complalint shounld be dismissed Tor lack of Jjurisdiction.

A public hearing was held ir this proceeding at Santa
Mexia.

The unincorporated tovn of Orcu;t is located about seven
miles south of Santa Meria in Sente Barbars County. Union Oil. Come

peny has electricelly-operated deep-well turbine pumps in two wells

delivering water through a 10-inch cement transmissiorn line to & re-

celving tark at the Company's refining plant in Orcutt. Steam driven
pumps at this location boost the water to & 15,000-gallon elevated
steel storage tank from whick it is delivered to approximately 200
consumers through a distridutiorn system consisting of screw vipe
rengiecg from two inches to four inches irn diameter. All services

are metered.

The testimony shows that in 1903 it wes necessary for
Union 01l Company to develop water for its drilling end producing
operations ir this locelity. Waster formerly was obtained from wells
ir Sisquoc and Serris et some distance from Orcutt dbut discontinued
because of unsultebility for boller feed purposes. Two wells were
drilled in 1928 northwest of Orcutt in Sec. 10, Tu9 Ne, Re34 W.,
S.B.B. and M., constituting the present source of supply. This loca-
tion is sbout tkree quarters of & mile south of the well fleld used
by tke City of Santa Meria, for its water supply.

The lend constituting the townside of Orcutt was conveyed
by Union 01l Company to J. S. Torrence, who subdivided the tract and
sold lots therein to the employees of the Compeny. All water service
was provided by the Union 0il Compeny. Many of the bhomes and lots Iin
Oxrcutt were acquired by outside parties; water, however, was gold for
compensation to sll residents without diserimination, whether employees,
or note Water 2lso was sold to A. C. Soares, Mrs. C. Ferini, Mrs.
Toulse Abels, eand H. D. Toy, all of whom owned ranches adjecent to
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Orcutt.

The rates cherged by defendart for water service are as

follows:

Minimum Chesrse.-.o.ll.c-oo‘ouo.--o0.--.0.¢v...¢0$l‘50 permo.

Quantity Rates

0 to 2000 cu. ft. per 100 cu. ft. ee.30.25 per mo.
2000 to 6000 cu. ft. per 100 Qe Lflecesccccesece ol5 per mo.
Over 6000 cu. ft. ver 100 cus Ltece.. «10 per mo,

Employees of the Unior Qil Compeny are allowed

600 cubic feet of water each month without charge

and are not required to pay the 3$1.50 minimum;

the guantity rate is epplied for all water used

in excess of 600 cubic Tfeet.

In July of 1938 George A. Durham acquired a five-acre parcel
of land located on the county highway known as Pimal Roed, at e point
approximetely 1,500 feet north of State Highway Avenue, and outside
the original townside of Orcutt. He decsires to bdbuild a home on the
property and wants water for domestic use, since he has DPeen unsuc~
cessful in developing his own water supply. Application to Union 01il
Company for waeter zervice was refused. Mr. Dunham testified that he
could not obtain water from any other source because the ranch wells
in the viclnity produce very little water.

The evidence definitely establishes the public utility status
of that portion ¢of defendant's waterworks providing domestic and com-
mercial service to the town of Orcutt, and that to this extent at

least such weter operztions are sudject t0 the Jjurisdiction end ocontrol

of the Reilroad Commission.

The record presented does not contain sufficlent evidence
to permit tkhe determinetion in this Decision of the boundaries of the
domestic water servicearea of this system. It is clear, however, that

the land of complainapt Dunhem is located at & consideradle distence




beyond and outside the general territory in which weter hes hereto=-
fore been furnished by defendant, and that extenslion of water service
to this property could not reasonsbly be considered as an obligation
upon this weterworks. The defendant, Union 01l Compeny, has agreed,
however, in this instance to permit complainent to bave weter Tor
demestlic purposes as distinguished from agricultural irrigeation
demand ané will permit connectior to its mains for such use. Com~
plainant, therefore, will be permitted to comnect his own pipe line
to the nearest sulitedble distridbution mein of defendent's system.

In s0 doing it should be distinctly understood that Union 0il Company
should not theredby be considered to assume the obligeation or liabile
ity of providing water sexvice t¢ any other parties residing outside
that area heretofore ¢r now being supplied.

In order to avoid further difficulties and controversies
over territorial limitations in the future, Unlon 0il Company should
file with this Commission, subject to its approval, a comprehensive
map delineating thereupon its service aree in and in the vicinity of
the town of Qrecutt.

In view of the circumstances defencant will bPe directed in

the following Order to file retes for weter service and rules and

regulations governing the seale and distribution of water to consumers,
seid rates, rules and regulations to be subject elso to the approval

of this Commission. Said rates, rules and regulations shall eliminate
all discrimination, if ary, between consumers by reason of employment

with the Union 0il Company, or otherwise.

-

A public besring heving been held in the above entitled
proceeding, dased upon the findings in the foregoing Opinion,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:
l. That Union 04l Compeny of California, a corporestion,
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shell file with this Commission witkin thirty (30) days from the
dete of this Order retes for water service in the town or Qreutt,
together with & map setting forth thereupon the area of service
of its pudblic utility system in and in the vicinity of Orecutt,
gSapta Barbara County. Sald sexvice area 1o ne subject to axendment,
modification, changes, or approval of this Cormmissione.
2+ That Union 0il Compeny of Celiforzmie, & corporation,

is hereby directed to submit within thirty (30) deys from the dete
of this Order to this Commission, for its approvel, rules and regu-
letions governing the service of water to its consumers.

The foregoing Opinicn end Order are hereby epproved and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Rellrcad Comnission
of the State of Califoraniz.

| Dated at San Francisco, Califoranle, this
of Mﬁ: 1939+
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COMMISSIONERS.




