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Decision No. LVSILE

BZFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CAL IFORNI

In the Hatter of the Application of SOUIEEZERY
2LCINIC COLZANY for an order asuthorizing it
to close its agexzecy of Salida, County of Application
Stanislaus, State of Califormia, and t0 maine No. 22735
tain the same as a non-agency.

R. S. MYERS, for Applicant.

N. D. PRITCEEIT and D. W. DEAN, for the Order of
Railroal Telezraphers.

E. n. ZION, Zfor Chawmber of Commerce of Sslida.

BY TES COMISSION:
QEINION

Southern Pacifié doﬁpénﬁ ﬁeéein requests authorization
to close Lts agency of Sgilda, in Stanislaus County, and to main~
taln the came as a non-agency point.

A public hoaring was held in thls matter bYefore Examiner
Bdwards at Modesto on July li, 1939, a2t whlich time the matter was
submitted on the filing of concurrent »riefs.

Salida iz located on the main San Joagquin valley line
of Southern Pacific Company, 6.7 miles west o0f Modesto and el
miles cast of Ripon, agency service being malintained at each of
taece polnts.

The traffllc moving to and Irom 3aiida 1s principally
of an azgricultwral nature, i.e., almoﬁds, melons, grapes, peaches,
and watermelons. Thic movemont 1s hignly seasonal, being prin-
cipally concentrated iz the monitks extending Ifrox July to Decexber,
althougs the season may be a month earlier or one montnr later than
this period Indicates.

It 1= the Lntention of applicant, Lf thls application
is granted, *o0 malintain a temporary agency service at sald station
during the zkipping seacon when, in the opinion of applicant, the

amount of traflfic to be shipped therefrom jJjustifiea such service




dbut all leés-than-carload traffic Zs now received at Salida
27 trucks whlich provide both depot and store~door dollivery.
Applicant stated that in view of the variations in
the range of the shipping seasons frox year to year it was not
practicable to sharply designate in advance the poriods when an
agent should be malintalned.
A statement of the amount of business handled at
Selida during a two-year perlod ending March 31, 1939, follows:
Station 12 Yonths Exding 12 ¥onths Znding
Data _XMawmeh 31, 1938 Mazeh 31, 1935

ééégégé handled-pleces 70 25

Number of way bills made 280 294,
B frefght bills made 65l 569

Freight Recelved
and Forwarded

Carloads ~ cars
~Lozs-than~carload shipments

=Caxrload revenue-Local

4 " <Interline

“2LeCoele Tevonue-~-ocal
144 24

-Interline ; P13

Passengers
and Revonue

Agency Reportec=Passengers 27

n % ~Passenger Revenue 77 35

Represents one-half tze actual revenve in order to allocate
to tolz station 1its proportion of the roevenues derived Ifrom
local shipments. :
Station expense at Salida during the 12-month period
enélng iarch 31, 1939, totaled $2,278 compared with a revenue of
$616 derived auring the same period from lesz-than-carload and

passenzor business.




Applicant stated that 1%t has arranged to Xeep 4its
freliznt house locked but to provide a custodian of the key locatod
within about 900 feet of the station. Such custodian would maxe
the key available betwecen 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Applicant also
stated that from an operating standpoint there i: no need for the
retention of the agency. The company telephone will be placed in
2 box on the outside of The statlion wheredby the shipper may call
the agents direct at elther lodesto or Ripon without ¢ost. Appli~-
cant further stated that the removal of the agent would involve
no additional cost to passongers.

Nine witnesses appeared to protest the granting of the
application. They pointed, among other trhings, to the general
inconvenience of dolng business without an agent, stressizng the
problemxs of collecting loss and damage claims, the prepaycent
required In certain Instances on shipments, the incoanvenience OF
having to obtaln a key, and tae pocsidlility of traffic delng
diverted to other carriers or to tae truck lines.

Witnescses for applicant pointed to the fact that the
prepald requirements might be avoided through the Ziling of bonds;
that zhionping documents could be receinted for by the conductor
and left in a box for the shlipper; and that loss and damage clal
could Ye handled or settled througn other representatives of tae
carriere

On consideration of all the facts of record in this
case, particularly the volume of tralfic nandled and the arrange-
ments made €0 handle less=carlosd traffic, it appeérs that the

application zhould be granved.




QRDER

Pablic hearing having beexr held in the above-entitled
proceccing and the matter having %een duly sobnl tted,

IT IS HEREZY ORDZZED that applicant, Southern Paclific
Company, is authorized to abandon its ageacy station at Salida,
Stanlslaus County, and to change its station records and tariffs
accordingly, swbject to the following conditions:

(1) Applicant shall continue sald station 23 & non-
agency station.

The abamcdonment of this ageacy shall not reszult
{n an increase of fares for passengers voarding
trains at this point.

Applicant shall noitify the pudlic ten (10) days
in advance of the closing of ssld agency by
posting a notice in a conspicuous place at sa4id
station.

Applicant shall store less-than~carload freizhs
shipments wnder lock Iir the company's warehouse
and the company telcpnone, located at this sta-
tioz, shall be made available to patrons. The
keys to bota warehouse and telepnonc shall dbe
obtalinable from a ¢ustodian located at or nesar
cald station, notice of walch shall Be maln+tained
at said station advising prospective chippers and
patrons wkere keys may be secured.

Applicant shell, within thirty (30) days there-
after, notify thls Cozmission, in writing, of tac
abandonment herein authorized and of its com-
pliance with the conditions aereof.

(6) The authorization nerein granted shall lapse axd
vecoxe vold Lf not exercised within ome (1) vyear
from the CGate hereol unless further time is granted
Py cubsequent order.

For all other purposes thae effective date of this order

shall be twenty (20) days from tke date hereof.

Dated at San Francliseco, California, thls Z day of

November, 1939. <£E>(J4g)>4r1;l;yél“’\"
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