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BEPOKS TE3 RAILROAD CO~~ISSI01~ OP TEE STATE OF 

In the Matter of the Application of the ) 
SOUTEE..~ PACIFIC COMP~"Y for an order ) 
authorizing it to close :t t.s:;:;oa.sonal ) 
agency o! Ravendale Station, County of ) 
Lassen, State of California" and to ) 
ms.il'ltai.."l the ss.:ne as 0. non-agency. ) 

R. s. ~~~, for Ap~l:tc~t 

Application 
No. 22777 

ARTHUR J • .ANDERSON', District Atto::o::.ey, for the CO'C!lty 
of Lassen. 

N. D. PRITCHETT, for the Order of P~11rond Telegrapher3, 
also represent1...""lg Mr. J. J. Deuel of the Cali!o::-nia 
Fa.~ Bureau Federat~on. 

W. S. WATSON .. for the Order of Railroad Telegrapher:l 

c. E. LARSON .. for the Lassen County Farm Bureau 

BY ~HE' COMMISSION: 

OP!N'ION _ ... _----
Southern Pacific Company herein re~uests authorization to 

close its seasonal agency of Ravendale Sto.tion in Lassen County and 

-to mainta1n same as a non-~ency station. 

A pUblic he~1ng wo.s held 1n tbis matter before Examiner 

Eclwares at Susanville.. California.. on July Z?, 1939. The ::atter 

was :;ub~1tted on the f111ng of concurrent briers. 

A S1l!lll:lary of tb.~ evidence introduced a.t the he=u-ing tollowz 

b.erevtith: 

Applicant ma1nt0.1ns a seasonal agency at Ravendale Station 

on its line of r~ilroad between Wendel 3nd Paola, on it~ Salt Lake 

Division in Lassen COu''''lty I California. .. d't.lrll'lg the approx1tl8.te 

period from Y~y 16 to July 15, inclusive .. of e~ea yoar, pursuant to 

a~thor1ty granted. by this Col:lIlliss10n in it: Decision ~ro. 261.;.2$ .. 

dated October 16, 19,;. 
Applicant contend: that ~~er present conditions the b~inoss 

handled at said Ravendale Station does not wa~ant the ~1ntenanco 
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0: the agency tor the period 3tated and hence azk~ tor 1t3 discon

t~uance and ~1ntenance as a non-agoncy station unt11 sufficient 

tra!,!,ic shall have been developed to just11'y again me.1ntain1ng the 

a.gency. 

The amount of trar!~c handled at the Ravendale St~t10n 

d'W:"ing the appro:d.ma.te period of !f.ay 16 to July 15" inclusive" 1937 

and 1938 i~ as follows: 

TWo : Iverage: ·wo : Avera.go : 
: I.~onth5: Per : Months: Per .. . 

: ________ .I~_t __ e __ ~m _____________ : ___ l~9;~8 ___ : __ M_o~n~t_h __ :~~1.93~7 __ ~: __ M~.o~n~t~h __ : 

FREIGH':' P.ECE!VED ~1) FORWARDED: 
CarloaC'.:I. - Cars 6 
Carload Revenue - Loca1* $.47~ 

; 
I. ... 2,2 $ 240 v 

60 r· .;p 
\, 

Carload Revenue - !nterline 
Less-than-csrload - Tons 
Less-tban-carload Revenue -Local* $ 
Less-tban-car1oad Revenue -

$ 
; 

22 $ 
S .-86 E .. 

~ 43 

Interline 

P ASSENCERS Al\", ?.EiTENU'E: 
Agency Report:1 ,- Pa3sengers 
Agency reportz - Revenue 

MISCELLA.1S0US: 
Baggage ~led - pieces 
Wo~tern Union Uessages 
Milk tulCt Cream - Cans 
Vdlk and. CreaI:l - Revenue 

1 $ 1 $ 7 $ 

(None) 
(None) 

(None) 
(None) 
(None) 
(~~one ) 

* = For the item of local fi'eight revenue" the amount:! shown 
reprezent one-half of tl::~e a.ctual revenue in order to allo
cate or credit to this ~;tation its proportion of the 
revenues derived tbere~o~~ 

4 

At the pre~ent time therE, is no :pa!:senger ::ervice on the line 

operat1ng through Ravendale, nor is there any Railway Expre::s Agency 

busines~ b.~~led by Southern Pacific Company in ~~d out or this po~t. 

The RAilw~y Express Age~cy ~1ntains 1t: own independent agent ~ the 

local store wi tb. the l1ne-haul being handled. 'by truck. 

The actual cost to applicant of maintaining the agency d~ng 

the period Y~y 16 to July 15" inclus1ve, 19,7, amounted. to $379. 

At the present t1me the key to the freight hOU5e 1s lett in 

charge of a custodian st Ravendale who ~ovides accoss tor shippers 
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rece1v~g or :Corwar~ing le=s-t~~-cnrload tra!:C1c. ?Ae company 

maintains 9. tree telephone nt Ravendale to co:ctlllicate with the agency 

po~t: on either side 7 W~del1n~, 21.0 miles e~zt7 and We~G17;9.2 miles 

to the west. 

TWO v;i tnesses introclueed te~t1mony in oppo=!Ltion to t~6 grant-

ins of tAe application. The f1rzt mentioned certa~ dissatisfaction 

expressed to h~ by livestock shippers 7 such 8.S the inconvenience o! 

shipping through a non-agency pOint. The second witness te~t1fied 

to the inconvenience of shipping from a non-flgency POint7 but sdm1tted 

that he did not know the agency had been discont1nued d~1ng ten 

months of the ye~ tor some yea.rs. He stated" trB.:l3cr1pt pp. ;5 and 

;6: n ...... I have been through there and tho cars was put in on the 

Switch, we loaded our ca.ttle and jumped in our ear and we wore gone ••• " 

On consideration of all tho tacts of reeoro in. this ea.se" 

particularly the volume of traffic nandle<i7 tho arrangements made to 

handle less-carload tra:Cfic 7 ~~d the lack of any passenger tratric 

to be accommodated" it appes.r~ tho. t the application ollould be granted. 

ORDER 

Public hearing haVing ceen he~ 1n the ~bove-entitled pro-

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that app11c~~t, Southern Pacific Company~ 

be authorized to abandon it~ agency ztation at Ravendale 7 Lassen County" 

California, and to cb.s.::lge it:: station record:3 and. ta.r1t!'s accordingly" 

subject to the following conditione: 

(1) Appl1cant sb.e.ll continue said station a3 a non-agency 
.station. 

(2) Applicant shall store less-thnn-carload freight ~h1p~entz 
'Und.er lock in the COt:l.P8.!ly' S warehouse and the c 0:lprul1 
telephone, located at this station, shall be ~de aVailable 
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to patrons. The key: to both wareho~se and telephone 
shall be obtainable tro= a custod1an loc~ted at or near" 
said station. Notice shall be l:S.1nt:1l1ned o.t sud ::to.
tion advising prospective shippers ~e patrons whero 
keys may be secured. 

App11co.nt sha.ll" wit~1n tb.il"ty (;0) days tb.ere3.tter, 
notify this Co=n.1s:ion, in w:riting, or the abs.nd.o:m:e:lt 
!lor"ein a:u.thorized s..'"lc' or its compliance with the con
ditions hereof. 

The authorization here~ granted shall lapse and be
come void if not exercised within one (1) year trom 
the date hereof unless ~~her time is granted by 
subsequent order. 

For all other purposes the effective eate ot this or~er 

sb.Qll be twenty (2.0) days from the date hereot. d 
~~~to~ at San ?ranc~sco, California, th~s~day 01' 

Get· ':':50:-" 1939. 


