L0 St
Decision No. 32557

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMISSION

In the Matfter of the Application of the COUNTY OF

TULATE £or an order authorizing the establiskment

of a grade crossing over the tracks of the Southern

Peciflic Company, af & point where the norta section Application
line of Sectlon 30, Township 18 south, Range 2l east No. 19552
Intersects the Southern Pacific Cozpany tracks, and

at wkick poiInt a former crossing was known as 3=259.9.

LoRoy McCormick, Deputy District Attorney, Lfor Applicaxt

R. S. Xyers, for Southern Pacific Company, Protestont

BY TEE COMYISSION:

OPINION AND FOURTE ORDER_EXTENDING TIVE

Applicapt, County of Tulare, on August 19, 1939, ited
a supplemental application asking that an extension of time to |
Novembor 1, 1940, bc granted Zn which to close Crocsing No. B—259.f¥
in the vicinlty of Gosken Junction, as directed dy a condition of
tho order in Decislon No. 2773, deted February 11, 1935, and as
amended by First Supplemertal Order, Decision No. 28357, dated
Novoxber 12, 1935.

A public rearing was held in this matter before Examinor
dall In Visalla on October 25, 1929, at waleh time the matter of g
furthor oxtension of time was swbmitted. |

The Cormiszsion, by Decision No. 27743, suthorized tho
County of Tulare to conmstruct & crossing, designsted as Crossing
No. 2-239.2, ovor the tracks of Soutiherm Pacific Company about ozme-
holf mile south of the station at Gochon Junction. Condition (L)
of this order required thet a crossing (Neo. 3-239.1) aéjacent to
the station at Gosken Junctior be closed upon the opening of the
crossing authorized to be constructed. Subseguently, or August 1,
1955, applicant filed witkh the Commission a resolution requesting that
copdition (L) of Decision No. 277L3 Do modified so that Crossing XNo.

B-239.1 might be allowed Lo remsin open for a limited pericd after
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the opening of Crossing No. B=239.9. It was alleged by spplicaxnt

that the closing of Crossing No. Z-239.1 at thet time would work a

hariship on and Ve an Inconvenlence to the irnhabitants residing north
and east of the rallroad tracks until the relocation‘or the Town of
Goskhen Junctlion was completed. Therefore the Commission, by Decisiom
No. 28357 modified conditfon (L) of Decision No. 27743, allowing said
crossing No. B~239.1 to remain open for a period of one yeer.

From tixe to time, upon requestc of applicant, orders have
been Ilisued extending the time fLor the closing of saild crossing, the
last being T Novexber 1, 1939.

The above hearing was held for the purpose of determining
whether pubiic convenience and necessity required s still further
extension of time to November 1, 190, in whick to ¢lose Crossing
No. 2-239.l1.

Evidence was introduced to showx that practically all tho
residents and business houses whilch wore located cast of the tracks
At Goshen Junctlon are still there, the only ome to move to the
west side bolng the sexrvico station.

Appllcant shaowed, through residents located on both 3ides
oL the tracks at Goshen Junetion, that this crossing Lz s3t4ill needed
for the reasonable clirculation of tralfic betweon the areas on each
side of the rallroad. The residents to tke oast of the tracks mmst
eross the rallroad to reach tke post office and the school, bot: of
whick are located west of the tracks.

Numerous witnesses testifled trhat when they came to
Goshon Junction to tranmsact business it was usually necessary for thex
to deal with firms located on both sides of the tracks. They contended
that 1f the crossing at Gosken Junction were closed at this time 1t
would be necezsary'tor taem to make a dotour of at least a mile or

more to the south or two mliles to tre nortkh to get across the railrosd,
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Traffic counts were presented by applicant which showed
that an average of about 126 automobile;, L3 trucks, and 58 pecdostrions
use this crossing dally. A traffic coant was also tsken for taree days
by Southern Pacific Compary waich showod a daily average of 142 auto-
mobiles, 33 trucks, and 18 pedestrians using this crossing. All of
these checlks were taker during tho daylight hours and early evening only.

It clearly appoars taat the pcople living on‘fho oast side
of the tracks wore not affected by the coﬁstruction of the Digkhway to
the wost and d1d not move, with the exception of the service station
operator, and taat the crossing is stili a2 public convenience and
necessity. '

The representative of applicant agreeld that no further ex-
tonslons of time world be asked for the keeping open of this crossing
and that ke would, before November 1, 1940, if corditions warranted,
file an application for & permanent crossing in this general vicinity.

It appears that the requoest for a rurther extension of
time 13 roasomzble and cshould be granted, thorefore

Z% IS EEREBY ORDERED that the time specifiedvfor the ¢los-
fng of Crossing No. B~239.1, as provided for fn Decision No. 28357,
bo ard 1t is heredby oxtended to November 1, I9LO.

In all other respects Decisions Nos. 27743 and 28357 shall
remalin In full Lforce and offect.

Dated at San Frazeisco, Califorais, thiz /%% day of
November, 1939.

Cormissioners




