
Decision :{o. ____ _ 

BEFOBE TEE P.A!LROAD COWf.CSSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFCM"IA. 

) 
In tlle lora tter of' the Applies tion 0'£ ) 
UNION ICE AlID S~ORAGE COMP~~, a corpor- ) 
ation, ~or and on behalf' or itself' or ) 
TEE U~~ON ICE COMP~nr, a corporation~ for ) 
an order erantine an extension of a Cer- ) 
tificate of Public Convenience and ) 
Necessity to engage in the cold storage ) 
warehouse business at Los Angeles Barbor ) 
tor the !reezing and cold storing of ) 
Fish and Sea Food Products. ) 

--------------------------------) 

Application No. 22974 

L. A. Bailey, tor Applicant. 

CPAEMER, CO~~SSIO~~: 

o P I To: ION 

Applicants 1n the above entitled ~tter seek a 

certificate trom this Commission declarinz that public con

venience and necessity require ~ exte~s10n of the !acilities 

no~ oper~ted by Union Ice and Storage Company at Los Angeles 

Harbor tor the freezing and cold storage of fish and sea food 
1 

product:. 

A public hearing was bad at Los Angeles on November 

2, 1939. 

1, . 
By Dec::.s1on No. 22649 ot July 9, 1930, in Application No. 

16639> The Union Ice Company was granted a certificate ot public 
convenience and necessity to conduct a public cold storage ware
house at Wilmington f'or the freezing and storage or risb and sea 
tood products. By Decision r:o. 23075 of November 13" 1930, in 
Ap~11cation No. 16992 (35 C.R.C. 4l0)~ Toe Union Ice Company was 
author1zed to lease to Union !ce and storage Company all public 
utility cold stor~ge warehouse properties ow.ned or o~er~ted by 
the ro~er company~ an~ to assign to Union Ice and stora~e 
Company, during t.b.e pendency o! the lease a:~ 3:DY exte:::.s.:.on 
thereot., the certificate o! ~ubl1c convenience and necessity 
granted 'bY' said Deeision Ko. 22649. 
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The Union Ice Company is engaged in the ~U!ac~c 

and sale of 1ce at various pcL~ts 1n the State of Californ1a; 

Union :ce and Storage Companj~ a wholly ~~ed atf1l1ate l operates 

public utility cold storage vmrehouses on properties leased 

from the parent company. The present warehouse at Los Angeles 

Harbor is located at 663 South Fries Ave~~e, Wilmington. !be 

addit10~1 r~cil1ties here sought ~ould be located on property 

now owned by and to be leased !rom The UDion Ice Co~~ at 

18th and Mesa Streets l San Pedro. The present and proposed 

facilities are Situated within the corporate limits of the City 

of Los Angeles. 

The Assistant General ~ger 0: the two applicant 

corporations testified teat the demand tor space for cold 

storaee 0: fish. is subject to co~icerable seasonal variation, 

and that at times of peak demand the present facilities at 

Los .~geles Harbor are ~dequate. He stated that this situa

tion results 1n inconvenience and financial loss to customers 

who ~ot be accocmodated~ as fresh fish is an extremely 

perishable commodity which, if not promptly frozen and placed 

in cold storage, is subject to rapid deterioration. He said 

that his co~pan1es feel obligated to 1nc~ease their rreezing 

and sto~age capacity to meet the public demand. 

This witness estimated that if the necessa~/ enla~ge

ment were made at the present Wi lrnjngton location the cost 

would be about $25,000, whe~eas co~parable facilities could be 

pro\~ded by re~odeling a po~tion of the San ?e~o plant o! 

The Union Ice Company at an eAponse o! only $3,000. The space 

proposed to be oc~pied cove~s a !loo~ area o! about 1250 square 

~eet now used by The Union Zce Company ~or te=po~ary storage 

of 1ts own s~~lus ice. The witness said that in his opinion 
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the public would be bette~ se=ved by provieing storage space 

at San Pedro as here proposed rather than by making the more 

costly enlargement to the ~i'mington plant. 

Several witnesses representing companies engaged 

1n the bus1ness o~ buy'.I.llg and sellin6: fresh 1"isll and other 

sea food products testified in support 0'£ the granting ot the 

application. These witnesses explained tbat at times or peak 

storage demand tae Wi~~eto~ warehouse of' Union Ice and 

Storage Comp~ bas been filled to capacity, as a result 0: 
which they have upon several occasions been refuSed stor~ge 

space. They stated tbat to their t=nowledge there a~o no othe:

public cold storage facilities at either Wilmington or San 

Ped=o, and it bas therefore ceen necessary upon such occasions 

to send the fish to warehouses located some twenty miles 

distance 1n the City ot Los Angeles. This method o! storage 

~s involved inconveniences, added transportat1o~ expense~ and 

the risk of serious deterioration of the commodity. !~l of 

these witnesses expressed the conviction tbat the proposed 

warehouse addition v/ould se:-ve public convenience and would 

meet a public need, and all of them stated a pre!e:ence for 

the San Pedro addition as hcre conte~plated, rather than tor 

enlargement of the Wilmington facility. They explained that 

practically allot the t1sh not intended ~or canning is now 

landed at San Ped:o ra tller than Wilmington, toot the proposed 

new location would ce about five miles closer to the San Pedro 

landing docks than is the present W1Jm i ngton plant, and that 

most o~ the fish dealers have their business headquarters 

at San Pedro. The San Pedro location Vlould thcre!ore be 

particularly convenient, as 1 t .... oilld reduce the e~ense and 
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deterioration o~ ~roduct involved in.the transportation to . 
and from storage, and would place the storage facilities 

close to the business offices or the San Pedro dealers. 

The application is supported by the San Pedro 

Chamber of Commerce. It is not opposed by aDYone although 

public cold storage warehouses operating ~ Soutbe~ California 

were notified of tbe filing thereot. 

The record in this proceeding arfords ample proot 

that public convenience and necessity woulc be served by the 

proposed service, and the ap~l1cation should be granted. I 

reco~end the following form of order. 

O'RD'ER 

A public hearing having been held in the above 

entitled proceeding and the matte: b.a.V1ng been duJ.7 subtlitted.1 

TEE P~LE04D CO~SSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFO~~ 

hereby declares tbat public convenience and necessity re~u1re 

. tba t applicants extend their public cold sto!"age wareb.ousing 

facilities at Los Angeles Barbor by prOViding at the San Pedro 

plant of The Union Ice Company, situated at loth and ~esa 

Streets.1 San Pedro, apprOximately 1250 s~re feet of floor 

area fo!" the freezing and cold storage of fish and sea tood 

products, and 

IT IS EEBEBY ORDERED teat the cel"'tifica te of public 

convenience and necessity heretofore granted to The Union Ice 

Company and now assigned to Union Ice and Storage Company be 

and it is hereby acended and enlarged 1n accordance with the 

declaratio~ contained in the paragraph immed1ately preeed1ng~ 

subject to the following conditions: 



1. Prior to enlarging its operations 

as herein autho~ized, applicant Union Ice 

and Storage Company shall file a supplement 

or a:en~ent to its tariff, pub11sned in 

aecordance w1th the rules ot this CommiSSion, 

sb.ovdng the proposed extension of service. 

2. The rights and privileges herein 

authorized may not be discontinued, sold, 

leased, trans1'erred nor aSSigned without the 

written consent of the Co~ss1on to such 

diseo~t1n~ce, sale, lease, trans!er or 

assignment. 

The effective date or this orde::- sball 'be twenty 

(20) days fro: the date hereof. 

The foregoins opinion and order are hereby approved 

and ordered filed as the opiDion and order of the Railroad 

CommiSSion 01' the State or California. 

Dated at daao {:trA 5' ~.....r c~ , california, this -.?d ~ 
day of fflr'<7'Z?o P~1939. 


