ZLFORE THE RAIIRCAD COMIISSION OF

In tho IMatter of the Application of SOUTEERN PACIFIC)

COLPANY to abandon 1ts freight atetion of Mayfield, ) Application
Senta Clara County, California, and %o move 4tz Palo) No. 23229
4lto freight station to e mew location as or noar

the present locatlion of Mayfiold Station.

R. S. MYERS, for Applicant

ICFZNZ COSTELLO, Mayor, and ARNQLD RUMWELL, City Attormey,
Jor tho City of Palo Alto.

GZORGE XK. WHITWORTE, W. M. BARTQN, 2nd DR. J. G. SE , Lor
Pelo Alto Residents Clud.

X. W. STENZIT, for Mayfleld Service Club.

SARVIN VANDERVOORT, for Merchants on University avenueo.

J. F. DONOVAN, for Palo Alto Chamber of Commemco.

L. 3. ANDERSON, City Engineex’s 0ffico, Palo Anto.

He He STRAIN, for Property Omwners Zn South Palo Also.

BLXER, COLMISSIONER:

Zn this procceding Southern Pacific Cozpany requests por-

mission to abaondorn 4ts frofzht station of Mayfiold, Senta Clara Comty,
and to remove its Palo Alto Station to & location in tho vicinity of
the present site of Mayfield Station, City of Palo Alto.

Pudlic hearings wero nold in the matter onm January 18ta and
February 5ta, 1940, at whick letter hearing the matter was submitted.

4t tho present time applicant maintains frolight stotions at
two points In the City of Palo Alto; ome being located ir the vicinity
of the Intersection of Zamiltop Avenue and Alma Streot, about ono bdleck
south of the Palo Alto passenger station, and tho other being locatad
at the Interscction of CalifornZa Strect and Southern Pacific Companyts
tracks at what Ls imown as Mayfield Station, dut within the Lincorporatod
limits of the City of Palo Alto.

Applicant desimes to move 21ts Palo Alto Irelght station
bocause at its present location 1t would 4interfero wlith the +track
czanges end subway now under consiruction st University Avenue, all

05 shown on BExhiIbit No. I filed in this proceocding.




In order to comstruct thiz subway, waich was authorized by
Decistion No. 32182, in Application No. 22382, 41t will be necoessary to
move the maln line tracks of Southern Pacific Company about 80 feet

wosterly and raise the gradeo of tho traclks approximately 5 feot Lor

a considerable distence on each side of University Avemio. After

this projoct has been completed there will not bo sufficient room

on the »allroad's property to accommodate a Lrelight statlion Iin tho
vicinity of ILts present location. Furthermore, there is no room
availablo for the freight station between California Streot 2né the
northorn limits of the city. The record indicates that the only rail-
road property available for the Palo Alto freight station 1z 4n %he
vicinity of the MaySield station.

It Lz proposed to locate tho freight station and Lacilitiec
in the vicinity of Grant and Alma Strects, approximately ¢one dlock
south of the prosent Maylfield freight station. Oz accouwnt of the
larger facllltles required, the existing Maylield freight statlon
iz Inadequate.

Ey establishing the Palo alto frelght station at the polint
proposed, the convinued operation of tﬁgima;fiold freight statlon
would no ionser bo zecessary, as the onb‘stgtion could readily.handle
all of the business. R

The representative of the'é£g§ng Pelo albo stated that the
City i3 Zn ontire agreeoment with the plan proposed for tho moving of
the Palo alto frolzht station, and also that it was desirous that it
should be moved at 2 early a date a3 Possidble s£o that the construc~
tion worlk on the University Avenue subway would not be delayed.

A request was made at,the hoaring on Jamary 18tk for 2
continuance 8o that the residents in that vicinity could prosent ade-
quate testimony. This request was grsnted and a further hoaring was

held on February Stk.




Two major protests were recelivod agalinst the granting of
the application, The lerchants of University Avemuo, tiarough thelr
ropresentative, desired that the Palo Alto freight station De re-
located in its prosent gemeral pozition. It was Tholr contention
that L the freight station ic moved to NMayfllield, 1t will cause &
longer haul for the movemeny of Iroizht to and Irom their» places of
Ysinoss. The Palo Alto Reslidents Clud and individual rosidents In
the vicinlity of Mayfield Stetlon protected tho locatior of tho station
ot Grant Streot, 1t being their coatention that it would preclude the
bullding of a grado ceparation at Grazt Street in the futwre. Lowover,
thore has been no definite plan Lfor s grade separation in that goneral
location other than proposed by theco residents, and 1t cppoars that
it will be many years before a grade separation could be bullt in that
geperal location,

The recoxrd Ls clear that it 1s necessary to move the Palo
Alte froight statlion from 1ts present location in order tovprovide
for the constxuction of the University Avenue cudway, end that tho
most avallable locatlon for such a frelight station 1s the omo prayed
for in the spplication. Tho recoxrd 21s0 shows that when thiz station
has been relocated and nlaced In operation there will de no furthor
necessity for maintaining the Mayfield Lfreight station. Therelfore
the application chould be granted, and the following Lfornm of Oxder
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Public hearings having beern nReld and the matter being under
submicclion,

IT IS EEREBY OZDERED that Southern Paclfic Company Zs hereby
authorized:

I. To move Lts Palo Alto freigat statlon to the location

at or meax the present Meayfilield Statliom, substantlally 2t the location

-
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showa on Drawling No. C2=15735, sheet 3, attachod to and made a part
of the application, and

1I. To cbandon 1ts freight statlion at Nayfield (City of
Palo Alto), Santa Clars Cowty, concurrently with and not before the
eztabliskmexnt of the Palo Alto froight statior 2s hereinbefore authe

orized,

The authorization hoerein granted shall lapse and decome Void

i not exercised within ome (1) year from the date horeof, unless
further time 1s grented by subsequont order.

The foregoing Opiniom and Order are heredy epproved and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Rallroad Cormission
ol the State of Califorrnic.

The authority herein granted chall become effective ter
(10) days from the date horeof.

Dated ot San Francisco, Californic, this

of February, 19L0.

Cormmissioners




