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Decision NOe . " i o4

BEFCRE UHZ RAILRVAD CULMISSICN OF UHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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In the datter of the Application of )

SOULIZRYN rACIRIC CuurANY, firsit, for )

peralssion to discontinue the operation )

of passenger traln lo. 259-253-251, ) g

operating vbetwcen San Jose and Qakland ) 7R

Pler, and vrain No. 252, opersating be- ) ‘4;39/

tween Oakland rler and San Jose, and g Application No. 23211. "<&
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second, to discoantinue all regular pas-
senger service vetween Newark and Niles
via Centerville, snd taird, o dls-

continue all regular nacsenzor service

Fd

between Wilos and San Jose via illpitas.

R. S. WXZRS, for Applicant.

ACB=RT L. 20E, for City of San Leandro, Interested Party.
C. ¥. WHITE, for City of Zayward, Interested Party.

JCOEN KINBER, in propria persona, Protestant.

CARRY CESARI, for commmters of Wiles, Protestants.
ALFRED DZu. CARLO, for reter Catanich, Protestant.

3Y THE COMMISSION:

-

Southern Pacifilc éoﬁpény, a.corporation, has filed appli-
catlon for an order authorizing the discontinuance of steam passen-
ger Trains Hos. 259-258-251 and 252 operating'between Oalzland Plexr
and San Jose and the discontiauance of all regular scheduled passen-
ger service between Newark and hiles via Centerville, and between
Niles and San Jose via [illnltas.

PubLic hearing on the application was held before Examiner
Differding at Hayward, Janwary 20, 1550, at which time evideace was
recelved and thae matter subxmitted.

The record shows that thce applicant relies upon the small
apount of patronage from the two tralins »roposed to be 4lscontinued
and the comparatively larze oncraving loss caused by the operation
of said trains as Justificatlon for the authority sought herein,
which, Lf granted, 1t 1s contended would not conztitute an incon-

venience to the public affected theredy because of the existence of
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other ample and convernlient means of transportation between the
same polnts served by sald trelns.

Applicant now operates two schoedules via Newark and one
schedule via Niles dally from Oskland Pler to San Jose; two
scnedulos via Newark and one schedule via Newark, Centerville, and
Niles dally from San Jose to Qakland Pier, wiith another schedule
to Oakland 2ler comnecting at Niles with Peerless Stage System from
San Jose; and two schnedules each way dalily between Niles and Oakland
Plor. All of the schedules referred to herein as arriving or de-
parting Qaliland Pler make San Francicsco boat conneciions. I4 is
proposed that Train No. 259-258=251, which leaves San Jose at
5:30 a.m., operating via Newark, Centerville, ond Niles with
arrival at Oakland Pler at T7:25 a.m., and Traizn No. 252, which
leaves Qakland Pler at 5:4S p.m., operating via Niles and ¥ilpites
with arrival at San Jose at T:55 pe.m., be disconiinued. As appli-
cant does not presently render any rogular scheduled passenger tralin
service from San Jose to Niles via Miloitas and from Niles to Newark
via Centerville, the proposed discontinuvance of these two trains
would result in withdrawing all of the regular scheduled passenger
service in both directions between sald polints.,

Exalbits put into the record by applicant show the direct
out-of-pocket costs of operating Trains Nos. 252 and 259-258-251 are
%%6,925 pex annum(l), while the gross revenuo derived from such
operation is $8,651 per annum(a). Computed on a train-mile basls,
this would indilcate a direct out-of=pocket loss of {0.2372 per

train"m le -

(1) Exhidbit No. 3. Both trains operated a total of 33,762 train-
miles por annum. Coat pex traln-mile $51.0937.

{2) Exhibit No. 2. Revenus from pasaengers, $4,l:9; m:all, $1,158;
express, $2,8L5; milk and cream, $209; total $8,661. Revenue
per train-mile $0.2565.




Expresc, milk and crean trafflc now carried by the two
treins between the points involved would be handled either on
other scheduled passenger trains or on the highway cormon cerrier
motor truicks now operated by the applicant's wholly-owned sub-
sldlary, the Pacific Motor Trucking Co., without loss of reveauo
from such traflfic. Service from and to all points on this class
of traffic will at least be maintained on the same basis as at
present should the two tralas De discontinued, according to a sur=
vey made by spplicant, with a more convenlent and expeditious serv-
1ce rendered at some of the points through the use of motor trucks.
Yiell trarlfle now handled By the two trains and the revenue there-
from would be lost to applicant as it appears the Post Office
Departmont will substitute motor veaicles on a so-called Star Route
basis 4f and when sald trains are dlscontinued. Such substitution
1t 18 clalimed would equal, and Iin some cases improve, existing mail
dellivery service at polints served by the two trains,

Applicant’s Exhibit No. Ly depicts the result of an orizin
and destination passenger trarlfic check taken on each of the two
trains during a 3l-day period from December 22, 1939 to January 21,
19L0. It shows that Train No. 252 carried sn average of 19.7 passe
engers per trip, of whlch 11.7 were local and & were originating at
or destined to points bveyond the train terminal., Train No.
259-258~251 carried an average of 12.l. passengers per trip, of which
10.2 wore local and 2.2 were origlnating at or destined to points
beyond the traln terminal,

In addéditlion to the regular scheduled paszszenger trains now
orerated by the applicant, other than those two trains proposed to
be discontinued, passenger sorvice on regular schedules is alsoe
operated by four other carriers between Qukland (4ncluding San
Franclsco) end Sen Jose or points intermediate thereto. The Western
Pacific Rallroad Company operates one schedule each way daily hetween
Qakland Pler and Niles serving all intermediate points. Pcerless

Stages System operates 18 schedules daily from Osklend to San Jose
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and 19 schedules dally in the reverse direction with at least

five schedules each wﬁy serving all points on both routes of the
applicant, except Santa Clarsa, Agnew and Alviso. These taree
commumities are served by the San Jose-Agnew=-Alviso Stages operating
six schedules dally between San Jose and Alviso via Agnew. The Xey
System operates fast and freguent motor bus service between San
Francisco and Hayward via San Leandro.

It it stated by the passenger traffic witness for appli-
cant that the principﬁl reason for the decline in number of pass~
engers formerly carried by Trafans Nos. 252 and 259-258-251 1s the
diversion of practically 2ll commuter traffic at Hayward and San
Lesndro to the Xey System transbay motor dus sexrvice. Apnlicant
could not hold this business In competition with the faster and
more frequent bus schedules at San Leandro, and which 1= supple-
mented by the factor of lower fares ap Hayward.(5)

Qther comrmter tralfic carried cn the two tralns
originates at Niles and Decoto.{h) These passengers now have

avallable a combination of services by other carriers in the field

comparadvle to the service of the trains proposed to be discon-

(3) The record shows applicant carried 5 commuters betwooen San
Prancisco and Hayward and two commuters betwesn San Francilsco
and San Leandro for each of the last three months of 1939,

The record shows applicant carried two commuters beitween San
Francisco and Wiles during October, 19359, and four commuters
for the months of November and December, 1939, It appears one
or two employees of applicant also commuted between sald polints
for these threoe months. Beatween Docoto and San Franclisco
applicant carried one commuter during each of these three
montihs.




tinued.(s) The combination of fares over the cheapest route of
carriers other than the applicant will be higher, however, than
the applicant's present comxute fare.(s)
The granting of the application was protested dy three
parties. Mr. Joon Ximber, operating a poultry breeding farm at
Niles and shipping an average of 50 express shipments of babdy
chicks per week from Niles to various points, testiflied that In
his opinion applicant should Increase the number of express service
schedules presently avallable rather than attempt to effect de-
crenses. The evidence indicates that the witness hac never used
the two trains proposed to be discontinued for hls express shipments,
bus used other schedules operated by epplicant.
Harry Cesari, & cormmuter resident of Mles, and also speak-

ing for the three other commuters at that point, testified that the
two trains involved herein provicde the only through service by a
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(5) Applicant does not handle any commmter tralfflic at polnts located
south of Niles. Exhidit No. 6 shows commuter services avalladle
by other carxricxrs comparable to that of aprlicant?s two trains.
This 1s indicated by the following schedules:

CEFE X FE SCT

San
Service Tranclsco Yelrose Hoyrard Decoto Niles

Applicant's
Train Noe. 252 Iv.5:20PX Ar.6:28PK AT 6:LOPM  Ar.6:LSPX

Interurban
Elec.Ry«Co. Iv.5:22P% Ar.5:02PY

Key System
Motor Bus Ar.6:17PM

Peerleoss
Stages Sys. Iv.6:05P% Ar.6:25PM Ar.6:3LPX

\
Decoto Hayward Melrose Prancisco

Applicant's

Tralin No.
259=-258-251 Tveb:17AN  Ar.6:22AM Ar.6:35AM Ar.7:50AN

Peeriess

Stages Sys. Iv.6:UB6AN  Ar.6:51AM Ar.T:00AM  Ar.T:20AH

Koy Sys.Mtr.2us Lv.T:05AM Ar.S:00ANM
I.E.Ry.Co. Iv.7:228M  Ar.T:57AM

(6) Applicant's commute fare between San Franclsco and Niles, for example,
15 $11.22, walle the combination fare of Peerless Stages System and
Tnterurban Electric Rallway Company is $13.75.
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single carrier and discontinuance thereof would be an Inconvenlience
to them at added cost.

The third protestant, Alfred Del Carlo, testlified with
respect to the curtallment of passenger service at Drawbridge, a
point located between Newark and Alviso. It appears from the testil-
zmony offered by this witness that he understood certaln trains now
stopping at Drawbridge on flag during weekends, other then those
tralns proposed to be discontinued, were also included within the
scope of the instant spplication.

The ¢itlies of San ILeandro and Heyward took no position
relotive to the granting of this sppllcation.

The record clearly shows that the discontinwance of the
two trains will result in no hardship or inconvenience to the
travelling public of such character as to justify continuwed operatlon
shereof. Passenger patrons of the two tralns can, with little or no
inconvenlence, be sdequately served by the schedules presently
overated by other carriers either by rail or dus, or a combination of
both types of transportation. What i1s here sald with respect to
passenger service applies with equal force to the transportation of
baggage and expresse

Frowm the record herein we are of the opinion, and herody
conclude and find az a fact, that public convenlience snd necessity,
a3 evidenced by the Llimited use of thls service, does not require
i1ts continuance. This conclusion and finding 1= also supported by
the amownt of revenue recelvel from the service, Iin comparison to
operating costs,which places an umndue and wmwarranted dburden on
applicant and the patrons of its other services In the continued
operation of the unprofitable passenger train service herein proposed

£o be discontinued. The application will therefore be granted.




OQRDER

The Southern Pacific Company naving filed the above-
mentioned application, a public hearing having been held, the matter
having been duly submitted,

IT IS HERZBY ORDERED %that permissiorn and authority ve, and
the same is, heraby granted to Southkern Paclfic Company to:

I Discontinue the operatlon of steam passenger
Train No. 259-258-251, operating between San Jose
and Osklend Pler, and Train No. 252 operating be-
twoen Qakland Piler and San Jose;

Discontinue all regular scheduled vassenger service
between Newark and Niles via Centerville; and

Lscontinue all regular scheduled passenger service
between Niles and San Jose via Milpitas, subject to
the following conditlons:

(1) Applicant shall afford the public st least
ten (10) days' advance notice of such dis-
continuvance of service by posting notice
thereol in tralins anéd stations arffected
theredy.

Applicant shall within thirty (30) days
thereafter notify the Commission in writing
of the dliccontinusnce of the service herelin
authorized and of its compliance with con-
ditions hereof,

The authorlzatlon herein granted shall lapse
and become void If not exerclised within ome
year Lfrom tre date hereof unless further time
is granted by subsequent order.

The effective date of this order shall be ten (10) days

Prom the date nereof. J
g

Dated at San Franclisco, Californis, this /o~ day of
Pebruary, 1940.

comrissioners,




