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SERORE TEE RATLROAD COIKISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA <.t/

In tne Matter of the Applicatlon ol tho Poople of the )
State of Californiz, on relasbtion of the Depertment of )
Pudlic Works, for sn order authorizing the construce )
tion of a crossing at grade of the State highway and ) Applicetion
the tracks of the Pacific Zlectric Railway (Soldlers' ) Wo. 23037

Home Dranch), ot tho Intersectlion of Olymplce Boulevard)

and Sepulveds Boulevard, in the City of Loc Angelez, )

County of Loc Angeles, Stote of Calilornia.

MRANK B. DURKEE, for Applicant
RAY L. CHEESEZD 2 FREDERICK VON SCHRADER,
rney for the

C. V. CORNELL,

CPRAEIER, COMMISSICONER:
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Tn tho above-nmumbered procoeding the People of the State
of California, on relation of the Department of Public Works,
ssok ®he Cormisalon's authority to comstruct QOlympic Boulevard
at zrade over the Soldiers' Home branch of the Paclific Electrilc
Ratlway Company immediatoly west of the intersoctlon of Qlympic
Boulevard and Sepulveda Zoulevard in the Clty of Los Angeles.

Public hearing in this mattor was held on December 27,
1639, a%t waich time 1t was duly submitted and Ls now ready Ior
declision.

Olympic Boulevard is belng developed as a major oast and
west traffic artery and upon its ultimate completion will extend
from the osterly city limits of the City of los Angeles to &
connection with the Coast Elghway in the Clty of Santa llonica.

Mo crossing proposed in this aeprlication is one of the problexs

sncidentsl to the construction of thls highway. Yo dirferonce of




opinion hac developeld 28 to the nececsity for the crossing itself
but trere 4is a variance of fdeas as to how the crocsing should be
protected. The rail lino involved LZs used cxclusively for freight
purposes and the record Indlicates that there are eight express motor
cars znd oight freight trairns in a 2~hour perlod, plus occasional
switehing movementc over tho site of the proposed croscing. The
maxiz length of the freight trains approximestes forty cars.
Sepulveda Soulevard parallels thisz lize of rallroad, its center
line being approximatvely 50 feet east of the center line of the
traclk. Thls hizghway is one of the most Important north and souta
arteries in the metropollitan district of Los Angeles, extending
from and comnecting with Highway No. 99 north of Sen Fernando to

a connsetlion with Alternate Route 101 at Redondo Beach. Use of

this highway enables through trafflce to by-pass the neavy city

traffic in the businesc dlstrliet of tho City ol Los Angeles, and
1%s use will become inereasingly fwmportant.

It 1s the proposal of the Cily of Los Angeles fhat the Inter-
section of Sopulveda and Olymplc Boulevards chall be protected by tre
Installation of automatl &ffic signals, sald siznels to De syn=-
chronizod with the ¥Uraclis zo that upon the approach of a frain the
signale for Sepulveda EBoulevard tralfic will be set In tho "go"
position, while those for Olymple Boulevard tralfflec will be in the
"stop" position. The proposed siznals will be of the two-way threc=-
light type and it is proposed that an additlonsl signal shall be ine
svalled at tho southwest cormer of the Intersectlion west of the

-

tracks, which shall only operate upon the approach of the traln,

"

the funetlion of which will be to prevent sutomobiles from stopping
upon the traclks when a train LIs In the circult. In addition o
thic protection it L1s proposed that there will be four-way »roflec-
torized vouleovard stop signs which should provide ample protection
during the perliod when the signalc are not Iin operation. Further
then this 1t is the Intentlion of the city to Install two special
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ighve, eacn capable of producing 10,000 lumens, Ior the apeciflic
purpose of providing adcgusate Lllumination of the proposed crocsing.
Pacilic Electric Rallway Company takes the positlion that
this cnhould be further supplemented dy two sutomatic wigwags of one
of tho types prescribed by the Commisslion's General Order No. 75-3.

If such signals were installed and equlpped with flashing lights,

as is the usual practice on State hnignways, it would add somo 1,400
to tho cost of providing tihe protectlon. If the sigralc were ine
stalled without tho flashing Llight Indication, the cost would de
inereased by :900.

Strict adhoronce to tho rules set forth in General Ordex

NXo. 75=B of thilis Commission would dlctate that Tthe company's

position is correct and that automatlic wigwags should bo installed.

=t appears vo us, however, that In this perticular Incitance wausual
steps are veing taken %o provide 2 signal system which should, if
proverly observed, affoxrd all reasonabvle protecction to motoricis.

S otatod zhove, 1f the City!'s proposal is Lollowed and the tréffic

cnelc are synchronized with the rall movements, & train approach-
ing the erocsing would set the signals for Sepulveda Boulevard In the
"zo" position so that the only motorists regquiring protection
the cpproacking tralin would be thoce who desired to turn west from
Sepulveda Bozlevard, and it is reasonedbleo 4o assume that this number
would be proportionatoly smell as compared with the total number
traveling upon the boulevard. The views are open in all dlrectlions
and there appears to De no real reason why & motorist should fall
to observe an approaching tralin, even though the train might be
travelling Iin the same direcctlion as himself., In this particular
instance we sro ol the opinlon that thoe eddition of wigwags,
particularly ir thoy were to be of the flashing lizht type, would
tend to conluse rathor than add to tho provection, and we fall to
sec the Justification of the eoxpendlture of acpproximotely 51,000

addltional at this location when the beneflts to be derived thero-
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from appear to be guestionable. The followlng form of Order 1s

recormentele

Public hecaring heving becen held, the matter having been duly
and the Commizscion being fully advised,

IS EERIZY (RDERED that the People of the State of Calli-
fornia, on relation of the Department of Fublic Works, aro hereby
outhorized to construct Olympic Bouleverd at grade scross the track
of the Pacific Zlectric Rallway Coapany!s Soldicrs! Heme branch at
the location more particularly deseribed In the application, and as
shovn by the map (Exhibit "AL™) attachod thereto, sudbjoct to the fol-
lowing conditions and n

(1) Tho above crossing shall be Ldentified as Crossing

To. OAA=~L:i.17.

(2) Thao entire expensc of constructing the crossing
shall he borne In accordance with the teormes of
an oxisting agreoment betwcen the Clty of Los
Angolec and the Pacific Electric Rallway Company.
The cost of malntenance of that portlion of sald
erossing outside of lines two feot outsicde of th
rails 3hall be borne by the CLLy of Loz Angeles.
Thne malintenance of that portlion of Sald crossing
between lines twe fecet outslide of the ralls shall
be borne by Pacific Electric Rallway Company. Pa-
¢ific Electric Rallway Compeny shall perform all
actual work of constructing the crossing between
lines two feet ouvcide of tho rulls.

The crogssing shall be construeved of a width of

not less than elghty-six (F6) feet and 2t an angle

of ninety (90) degrees to the rallroad, and with
graces of approach not exceeding two (2) per cexnt;
shell be constructed equal or superior to type shown
as Standaré Wo. % In General Order Ko. 72; and shall
in every vay ve mado sultable for the passage thereon
of vehicles and other road trafflic.

Protection shall bve by automatic vehleular traffllic
signals, suchkh signals to be synchronized with Pa-
cifie Zlectric Rallway Company's rall movements and
installed substantinlly at the locatlons as shown

on Exnibit No. 1 Lntrocucod In evidenco at tho heare
ing. In additlon to the slgnels shown thoreon, an
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auxliliary signal to function only upon the approsch
of a train shall be installed at the southwest coraoer
of the Intversoction Immedietely west of the tracks
for the purpose of stonping verlculer traffic on
Olympic Souleverd prior to reaching thne track. Suit-
acle lights schall be insctalled at the northoast and
southwect cormers of the crossing at the approximate
locatlons as shown on Exhidit No. 1, so that adoquate
i1lluminatlon ef trains pacsing over tho crossing as
aight will be provided. Tho cost of iInstalling thic
slgnal protectlion shall be borne inm accordance with
vhe terms of an cxisting agrecment beitween the City
of Los Angeles and the Pacilfic Electric Railway
Company. The maintenonce of the traffilc signals ané
illumiratlion chall thereafter be borne by the City
of Los Angeles.

No %tralin, motor, engine, or car shall enter upon
salcd crossing at a speed greater than fifteen (15)
miles per hour.

Applicont chall within thirty (30) days thoreaftor
notily this Commiszion in writing of the completion
o the Installatlon of such erossing and of Lts com-
Pllance with the condlitions hereor,

The suthorization herein granted shall lapse and be=-
come void If not exercised within ome (1) year of the
date hereof, unloss further time 1z granted by subse-

quent order.

The Commission reserves *he right to moke such further
orcers relative to the locatlon, construction, opera-
tlon, malntenance, and protection of 3aid croscing as
to it may seem right and proper, and to revoke its
permlssion I, In 1ts judgment, public convenilence snd
neceszsity demand such action.

The foregoing Opinlon ancd Order are heredy approved and
orcdered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission
ol the State of Celifornia.

The effective date of this Order shall be twenty (20) days
fronm the date hereof.

Deted at San Francisco, California, tals /.2 <  day of

February, 1940.

Commlssioners




