
Decision })To. ------
BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COM?i:ISS ION OF TEE STATE OF CALI?OP.N!A.. 

In thtl ?t.:o.ttor of the App11co.t1on of ) 
SOUTHERN PACI?IC CO!IITl:..lrr to":' an order ) 
authorizing it to close its agency at ) 
Rodoo, County or Contra CO$t~, Stste ) 
of Colifornin, ODd to mainto.in the ) 
s~e ss a non-agency station. ) 

Applico.t10r. No. 22881 
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N. D. PRITCEETT and D. ~. Dr~, for Order of Railrocd 
Telegraphers. 

FRANCIS W. COLL::XS, to'!' Rodeo Tov,-ns1te Co. c.nd certain 
residents of Rodeo. 

JOSEPH LONGO, for Fire Co~~ssion of Rodeo. 

"i5'i TIm COMM:ISSION: 

..Q11BJ.Q N 

On July 25, 1939, applicant Southo~ Pacific Company 

petitioned th1~ Co~ission for authority to close its agency nt 

Rodeo, Contra Costa County, California, 9.nd. to :s.1nta,1n said 

station on a non-a3ency basis. 

A public hearing was held L~ tho :atter betore ~iner 
, 

Jenkins in Rodeo on September 2o, 1939. 

Roo.eo station is located on the Port Coots. :::nain line of 

applicant at a poir.t 2.5 mile:; eo.:;t of Pi:lole o.r.d 0.8 miles west 

of Oleum, tho latter agency being located on priv~te property of 

the Union Oil Compo.ny. Eoth Rodeo and Pinole ~e situated on tho 

main hiohway connocting San ?rancisco and the East Bay cities with 

S$.crs.mento end pOints no::-th, and VIi th Martinez and pOints east. 

At the presont t1me the population ot Rodeo 1:; estimated 

to be approx~ately 3,000 ~ersons. There are no la~se industries 

located in Rodeo or in its i~~diate vicinity. However, there arc 

cevoral industriec loc~tod at pOints north and south theroof along 

the l'!lain highway one. along the rail line of a.pp11ca.:1'~ tbc.t employ 3. 

numbor of persons, :any of whom reside in Rodeo. For this reason by 



fa.r the grea.ter portion of i'r'eight moves inbound. to Rod.eo a.s a co:o-

suming center, with little movement outbound. During the period of 

years fro~ 1930 to ~te the popul~tion of Rodeo has doubled, and the 

recor~ 1ndicutes t~~t considerable bu11cing is Dow'und.er way. In 

just1ric~t1on of its contentio~ that ~gency a8~donment should be 

author1zedl applicant submitted evidenco to show the freightl pas­

senger, and other business conducted through the Rodeo agency for 

the 12-:onth period ending June ;0, 1938, and a similar period end­

iDg June 30, 1939. On the bnsi5 of allocating one-half ot local 

carload and less-tbnn-c~load revenue to tho Rodeo station, the 

financial showing as presentod by applicant was as follows: 

FOR YEAR ~~INQ JUNE ,0. 1932 

Amount 

t. C. L. Revenue 489 
Ticket ReVenue 2,210 

Total Revenue trom L.C.L. 
Freight and Ticket Sales 

Excess of Revenue over ~~ense 

Averase 
Per Month 

Station o~pense in thc above statement represents only 

those 1te~ of direct cost involved in co~~ect1on with maintaining 

tho agency ond which could be dispensed with upon abandonment thereof. 

De=pite the fact that there has been a 100 per cent 1n-

erease in population over the period ot years !ro~ 1931 to date, 

there has been an appreciable decrease in the ~~ount of business 

handled through the Rodeo aZcncy and in the revenues received by 

applicant for such ruL~d11ng. 

The state:ent co~aring the l2-~onth period endinG Ju.~e 

30, 1939, with the preceding 12-:onth period indicates ~n increase 



of 4'7t:- per cent in carload :::hip:::lent::: with 0.. corresponc..:t.ng 1..-..cre3.30 

in revenues derived therefrom of 22i per contI ~-..d a decrea~e in 

losc~th~-c~rload revenue of 2.7 per cent. A subst~-..tial decrease 

was experienced !on po.zscnge:::- revenue 3:l:.ount:7.ng to 35t per cent. 

Re .... ~enue fro::1 less-carload shipments;, when compu·cec'i on the full 

revenue O~S!.SI indlcates an improve~ont for the period ending June 

30, 19391 over both the i~~e~iatoly proccd~e l?-month period and 

the l2-::nonth periOd. e:r..d:i.n,; l"ebrus.ry 2~, 1931. Correspono.:i.ngly there 

was an improvement in passenger revenue for the 12-rnonth period 

Although th~ record indicates a decrease in passenger revenue for 

the 1939 porioa l no explanation for the decrease is given. 

T!l, arriv:i.ns at a dete:':1i:::ation as to whether or not a. 

siven agency should be abandoned l n~erous elements must be taken 

into con~ideration involvir.S not only the fL~~-..c1al results of 

oper~tion but also the past history of the sgoncy 1 ::. ts geographic 

location, the trend of business, ~-..d the length to which the appli-

cent has gone in an effort to stimulate new business. 7ne record 

indicates th3.t in t~o face of declinL"'lg revenues and bt:siness r..a.ndled 

c.ur1.ng recent yeo.rs ap:?licont ha$ exe:-tec:l little ... if any ... effort to 

hold the po.tronllE';e enjoyed or to ~ti:::m.:.lo.te new bu:::iness throuen the 

cha.."mcls of solicitation. L"'l R:'2 t.soncy of the type 'Wlder consic.e:--

e~ion here where the tutics of the o.ge~t are sufficiently light, ~~e 

asent himself could unc.oubtedly i:mpro .... ~e his e~lployer.T s public re-

l~.tions &.."'lc. sti::mllc.te new bu::::i.ne:::3 in his i%.1edio.te comouni ty. E:ow-

ever l it appeo.rs that the rules sove~ins the o.ct~vities of such 

agents c.re such that an o.sont is not 9cr:nitted to take o...-..y part in a 

pr02re~ of solicitation of business ~"'ld development of good ~~11 

ovon though his very existence depends upon teose olo:ents. Formu-

lo.tion of specific rules for o.ppl:i..cation to the activities of e:::n-

ploy-ees to e. given classif:tcat:i.on w::.thout regard to the specific 
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instances i3 just az inconsistent as tho application of system ~ver­

age expenoes to an isolated st~tion. 

It should be pointed out to th03e persons who have so 

vigorously opposed such abandon~ent that an oblig~tion exists on 

their part to utilize theso facilities 1 it tho1~ pe~~once is to 

be expocted1 and to applicant that concerted effort should be exerted 

to exploit to the maximum de3ree the bU3iness potentialities of the 

area served,both in the interest of preserving to this co~~1ty the 

service it now enjoys and in the interest of ~prov1ng its t!naDcial 

status. 

Tho rocord herein ~dduced leads to the conclusion that aban­

donment of this agency 1s not justified at thia ti~e and tho following 

order will so provido. 

A public he~r~ng h5vinS beer. held and the matter having 

been submitted1 

IT IS HEREBY ORDE?3D that Application No. 22881 is hereby 

denied without prejudice. 

The effective date of this Order sb&11 be twenty days fro~ 

tho date horeof. 

Datod at San Fr~~cisco1 California, this ~3 ~ day of 

Febr~~ry1 1940. 
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