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Decision No.

BEFORE TrE RAILROAD COMMISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

e
In the atter of the Application of: &DZ,://

PACIFIC ZLECTRIC RAITWAY COMPANY, a

corporation,for permission to make ,

certain changes In its »all system, Application No. 23053.
Including abandonments of certain

vortlions Of L1ts rallway lines and

discontinuance or reduction In rall

passenger service on certain other

portlons of its rallway system.

(Appearances same as those attached to Decision No. 32599)

BY THE COMMISSION:

INTERIM OPINION

As a part of Its adbove entitled application, filed
Oetover 18, 19%9, wherein suthorization was requested by Pacific
Electrlc Rallway Company to make certain changoes in its rall sys-
tem, including the abandonment of certaln portions of its railway

ines and discontinuance or reductlon In rall passenger service

on cortain other portions, it was requested that authority be
granted to discontinwe operation of its long Beach local passenger
rall service which Includes the Long Beach ~ Seal Seach lize and
to cancel all fares, rules and regulations app»l¥ing thereto.

In Justification of 1ts proposed action, ap pplicant c¢on-
tended that the small and rapidly decreasing volume of traffic
handled thereon did not warrant continuance of service, and that
the area served by the lines referred to is now served and has
Doen for several years past by a network of motor coach lines

operated by the Lang Transportation Company. Apvlicant alleges




that it is informed and believes that sald motor coach operation
of Ieng Traasportation Company will be continued and extended
when and where traffic warrants.

3y an exhibit attached to the epplication, Pacific
Zlectric Railway Company shows that on an out-of-pocket basis its
local operation in Long Beach lacurs & loss of £28,477 annually
and that for the rollowing five-year period the deficit would
average $45,108 on thet basis. It is further anticipated that
during the next five yecrs treck and roadway reconstruction
costs in amount of £292,700 will have to be met if rail operatlion
is continued.

In commenting upon the local passenger operations of
applicant in Long Beach, Charles 4. Bland, a witness in the employ
oX and appearing oa behalf of that city, testified(l)that the
matter of abandonment was under consideration by the city and thet
negotiations were then wnder way wherein the city hoped for an
early conclusion of arrangements for abandonmeat of all the local
lines of applicant within the City of Long Beach, thus relieviag
the company of continued losses. Thae witaess submitted a series
of figures representing the annual loss experienced by Pacific
Electric Rallway Company's local operation in Iong Beach, as
follows:

Jear Deficit

1933 327,692.80
1934 22,213.34
1935 20,912.10
1936 17,871.83

1937 33,551.81
1938 94,995.10

(1) Application No. 21656. Transeript, Pege 2127, June 29, 1939.
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Counsel for the City of Long Beuch stated that that city
was unonposed to the substitutlion of motor coach service by thk

Lazg Troancvortotion Company cubsidiaries, in lieu of rall szervice
(2)
-t

t0 be abandozed by Pacific Tlcetrlic Rallway Comdany.

It was the recommendzticn of the Commiszion's exgl-

nt be

neers thet the Long R2eaca local rail service of cpnli

¢
. . S
aboandoned, as set forth in Tolume X of thelr repord, contingent

(2) Transeript page 2974:

_ nRe LAE: Ir. Commissiozer, on behelf of the
City o2 Long Seach I am plecsed to report at this
t;me that we have reachecd an agreement between the
City of Long Beach and the Pzcific Zlectric Rellway
&S %o the zvandomment of the local lines, and the
City, at this time, desires to withdraw its objec-
tions to the aepplicction for zbandorment, cnd we
have glso reacked an agreement relative to the
oneration of dbuc service over the routes to be
abandoned by tze Lang Company, which iz operating
local limes In the City ol long Beauck ab Thiz tire.
I9 thaet matter is of any ILnterect to the Cormmicslion
we are prepered to skow that vhe service wlll be
contirnued by other pmesans; if the Commission is nov
interezted in the cuectlon of subsilituvlon of serv-
ice, why, we arc contenl to let It stend at that
and simoly withdraew our odjections to the application
for abandomment.

PCOIRISSTIONTR RILEY: As I understand you axe
representing, Tor the City, that adegquate transpor-
tation will te cubstituted for that that is proposed
to be abandorned?

"R, LAXE: That iz right. In other words, tae
City is »renared, under its own supervision, to sSub=
Ly prens ) ’
stituse service for the cervice +o be abandoned.”

o

Exhibit No. 73 Sudbmitted by 4. C. Jenkins, Senlor Enginecr.

nTn thiz study zo great amourt of consicderation
ras been given to the Long Beack locel passenger
trensportatior sivuatioz laesmuch as vhere gre undel
way at the prescnt time, and have been for mary
ponths, negotiations involving Pacific Electric
Eailwey Company, Lang Motor Zus Corporctlon, and
the City of ong Beack, the objective of which is
to effeet o trensfer of local operating rigkts Irom
Pacific Zlectric Railway Company to the motor coacl
operator, thereby removing tac former company Irom
whe field of loezl tronsportation irn Thalt areee




upon the assurance that satisfactory substitute service would
be provided <n accordance with the negotiations then under way
between the City of long Beach, the Lang liotor Bus Corporation
and Pacific Electric Reilway Compeny.

ALong Beach Motor Bus Company filed application (4)
with this Commission, requesting that it be granted a certi-
ficate of public convenience and necessity to become effective
when and 1f Pacific Electric Rallway Company be granted
authority to abandon its Loag Beach local rail lines, azd to ex-
tend and enlarge its motor coech service to include the area
that would otherwise be left witbout service by abandonment
of the Long Beach - Seal Beach lirne, tie proposed motor coach
route being specifically described as follows:

Commencing at the intersection of East Ocean

Boulevard and Pine Avenue; thence northerly along

Pipe Avenue to East Broadway; theace easterly along
Zast Broadway to Redondo Avenxwe; thence southerly
along Redondo Avenue to East Ocean Boulevard; thence
easterly aloag East Ocean Boulevard to Main Street,

Seal Beach; thence northerly on Main Street to Central

(3) Continued.

The negoviations have been involved with complica-
tions and although the metter hes been under con-
3ideration for more than a year, final disposition
has not yet beexn reached. MNost receat developvments
will bYe forthcoming within the near future. Due to
the competitive aspect presented in Long Beach,
continued locel rail operstion does not appear to
ve justified and in anticipation of a disposal of
the metiter by mutual egreement in accordence with
negotiations now under way, no further recommenda-
tions will Ve nmade.”

Application No. 23161, filed December 1, 1939, amended
Februaxy 10, 1940.




Avenuve; taence eazterly on Central Avenuve %0
Tentn Street; thence northerly on Tenth Street to
Zlectric Avenue; thence wosterly on Electric Ave-
nue to the end of the line at Majin Street, returmning
coutiherly on Naln Street to Ocean Boulevard; thence
westerly on East Qcean Boulevard to Redondo Avenue,
Long Beach; thence north on Redondo Avenue to Zast
Broadway; thence westerly on zZast Rroadway to American
Avenue; thence southerly on American Avenue to East
Ocean Boulevard: thence westerly on East Qcoan Bouvlevard
to the point of beginning.
In I1ts application above referred to, ILong Eeach lotor
Bus Company stated that its saffiliated company, Lang Motor Bus
Corporation, wholly-owmed by the same owners of Long Beach MNotor
Bus Company, had entered Into an agreement wlth the Clity of Long
Beach for the inauguration of o xotor coacn service to e eof-
fectuated simultaneously with the abandomment of all local rail
service of Pacific Electric Rallway Company within the boundaries
of the City of ILong Beach, 1f and when such shbandonment should be
authorized by the Rallrosd Commission.
The record in this proceeding contalns no cvidence of
opposition to the cbendonmentc of the Long Seach locel »ell service
applicant herein, and indicates furthor that ade=-
Llefacvory motor coach service will be vrovided in
susstivutlion therefor by the = llotor Buz Company and
She Leng lotor Zue Corporation. Therefore, granting of ithis
applicavion annears to ve In the »ublic interest and the follow=

ing ordor will so provicde.




INTERIN ORDER

Public hearings naving been held and the Commission
being fully apprised ol the facts, In so far ss the matters
herein decided are concorncd;

IT IS EZEREBY CRDERED that Pacific Electric Rallway
Company be and it 1s heredy auvthorlized to abandon all local rail
line passenger service and faclilitles In the Cities of Long Beach

and Seal Beach ané to cancel in conformity with the rules of this

Comzlssion all fares, rules and regulstions spplying thereto, sold

local rall lines bYeing specifically ldentified as follows:

Plne Avenue Line

Commencing at cornection %o track in Ocean RBouleverd
thence nortrzerly on Pine Avenuve, & single track to Third
Street, thence a double track te lith Street, thence
easterly on lith Street, a double track to a point easterly
of Iocust Street, thence single track to a connectlion with
track In American Avenue north of lith Street, together
with erossover tracks.

Paclific Avenue ILoovo ILine

A double track commeéncing at connection with tracks in
Qcean RBoulevard, thence northexrly on Pacliflic Avenuve to
Tirst Street, thence easterly on Flrst Street to a connec-
tion with tracks in Pine Avenue.

Saventh Street Tine

A double track commencing ot connection with tracks
In Pine Avenue, thence easterly on Tth Street 0 a connec-
tion witk tracks in Redondo Avenue, together with crossover
tracks.

Seal EBeach Line

A doublo track commencing at connectlion with tracks
in Pine Avenue, thence easterly on 3rd Street to 0live
Avenve, thence southerly on Olive Avenue to Broadway, thence
easterly on Broadway to Paloma Avenue, thence southeasterly
on private right of way to EBelmont Avenue, thence single
track easterly on private »ight of way to Peninsuvla Plage,
thence a doudble track to 654h Place, ithence a single track
on private right of way and QOcean Boulevard to Maln Street,
Seal RBeach, thence northerly on Naln Street to a connection
with Newport Deachk Line, together with crossovers and spur
tracks.
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Redonda Avenue Line

A single track commencing at 2 point in the easterly
track (of 2 double track) 200 feet, more or less, north
of the north line of 1lth Street, on private right of way,
thence southerly on Redondo Avenue to 2 point 320 feet,
more or less, nortn of the north line of llth Street,
thence double track southerly to a connection wita the
Seal Beach Line between lst Street and 2nd Street, to-
gether with double traclk west on Broadway from Recdondo
Avenue to 2 connection with the Seal Beach Line 2t
Palona Avenue.

: s K sion A 208 _Street Line
A double tracx commencing at connection with Seal

Beach Line at 39th Place, thence northeasterly on private
right of way *o Termino Avenue, thence a single track to
2nd Street, thence easterly on 2nd Street and private
»ight of way %o a comnection with Newport Beach Line 2%t
2nd Street and Appian Way, together with passing track
between Antonio Drive and Tivoli Drive.

provided, however, that sald abandonment of passenger rall service

nerein authorized shall not be effectuated unless, simultaneously

therewith, motor coach service shall be Inaugurated by Long Beach

Motor Bus Company 2nd Lang Motor Bus Corporation in the area which
otherwise would be deprived of sexvice by such abandonment.

The authorization herein grarted shall become null and
vold if not exercised within one year.

The Commlssion reserves the right to make such further
Order or Orders in this proceeding as may appear Just and reason-
able and to revoke this authority if, in its opinion, public con-
venience and necessity demand such action.

The foregoing Interim Order 1s hereby approved and
ordered f1iled 2s the Interim Order of +the Railroad Commission of
the State of California,

For 21l other purnoses the effective date of this Order

shall be the date nerecf.




Dated at San Francisco, Califoraia, this _ 2420 %  day

Commissioners




