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t~lf):'.j:'/\ Decision NO. ___ '_)_~_'_')_·)_~_; ___ • 

BEFORE TnE RAILRO!ill COlvilaSSION 

In tho !;:a.tter of the Application of: ~ 

PACIFIC ELECTRIC Rl ... I'LWAY COE?A.XY" s. 
corporstior.1tor pe~scion to mcl~e 
cert~L~ ch~~3e3 L~ it~ rail system, 
including a.bo...."'ldo:ll:lents of certain 
port1ons of its ~ai~"a1 lines and 
disconti..."'lut.mce or reduction in ra.il 
passenger service on certaL~ other 
portions of its railway system. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

• 

(Appenrances Sa.:le as thoDe atta.ched to Decis~.on No. 32599) 

BY THE COM!H~SION: 

I):"TERIhi OPINION 

As a. part of its above entitled application" filed 

October 18, 19391 wherein autho:"iz9.tion was req,uested by Pacific 

Electric Railway Comp~~y to mnke certain ch~ges in its rail sys-

tem, including the abandonment of certain portions of its railway 

lines ~"'ld d1scontL~uance or reduction L"'l rail passenger service 

on c~rtain other portions, it was requested that authority be 

granted to discontL~ue operation of its Long Beach local passenger 

rail service which L~cludes the tong Beach - Seal 3each line and 

to cance 1 0.11 fares 1 rules a..~d re guls. ti ons s.ppJ3;1..ng thereto. 

In justification of its proposed s.ctio~, applicant con

tended that the small and ra.pidly decreasing volume of traffic 

handled thereon did not wo.rra.."'lt con'cinuance of service 1 and that 

the area. served by the lines referred to is now served and has 

been for several years past by a network of motor coach lines 

operated by the LanZ Tr~~sportation Company. Applica..~t alleges 

-1-



that it is informed and believes that said motor coach operation 

ot Lang Transportation Company will be continued and extended 

when and where traftic warrants. 

By an exhibit attached to the application, Pacific 

Electric Railway Company sho~~ that on an out-of-pocket basis its 

local operation in Long Beach incurs a loss of $Z3,477 annually 

and that for the following tive-year period the deficit would 

average $45,108 on that basis. It is further antiCipated that 

during the next five ye~rs t=ack and roadway =econstruction 

costs in amount of $292,700 will have to be met it rail operation 

is continued .. 

In commenting upon the local passenger operations 01' 

applicant in Long Beach, Ch~les ~. Bland, a Witness in the employ 

of and appearing on behalt or that city, testified(l)that the 

:::latter of abandonment v:as unde= consideration by the city and that 

negotiations were then under ~~y wherein the city hoped tor an 

early conclusion 01' arrange~ents tor abandonment 01' all the local 

lines ot applicant ~dthin the City 01' tong Beuch, thus relieving 

the company of continued losses. T'.ae wi tncss sub::a.i tted a series 

of figures re~resenting the annual loss experienced by Pacitic 

Electric Rai~NaY Company's loc~l operation in tong Beach, as 

follows: 

Year Deficit 

1933 $27,692.80 
1934 22,213.34 
1935 20,912.10 
1936 17,671.63 
1937 33,551.81 
1938 54,595.10 

(1) Application No. 21656. Transcript, Page 2127, June 29, 1939. 
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Counzel for the City of Lor~ Bc~c~ ststed that that cit7 

w~s uno~poscd to the subst~tution of ~oto= co~ch service by tee 

~ns Tr~nz?ort~tio~ Co~pany zubz!di~ries, in lieu of rQil :erv~ce 
(2) 

to ":Je abandoned by Pacific Jloct:.-::'c ::l~ili'.'O.:r Co!!:pany. 

It was the :.-ecome:lc.c.ticn of the COm!"...ission' s e:cgi-

ncers thet the Lo~ Beac~ :oc~l rail service of ~~~licunt be 
•• (3) 

~bc.ndoned, as set forth in Vol~.c X of their report, contingent 

"1c:a. L,;~.C:3: !."'.:.r. CO:::"""'j :;;:;;io.::lcr, OIl b~hc.lf' of the 
City of' Long Beach I ~ :pleased to report at this 
time that we l:c.ve re~chec. an e.gree:nent ":Jetween the 
City ot Lo:ce Beach and the Pacific Zlectric Railway 
c.s to the abando~ent of the local lines, and the 
City, at ttis ti.."nc, desi::-cs to v,r!, thdraw its objec
tions to th~ a?plicc.t~on for abando~ent, c.nd we 
~~ve also rec.c=ed an a6r~ement relative to the 
operation of b~s service over the routes to be 
a oanc.onecl by the Lang Co=:.pany, ... :h:'ch is opc::oc.ting 
local lines in the City of Lone Beach at this tiree. 
I! th~t matter is of any ~nterest to the Comciesion 
wo a::oe prepared to show that the se!"vice will be 
continuecl by othe!' t:es.ns; if' the Con:miss ion is not 
inte=este~ in the ~ues~ion ot substitutio~ 0: so!"v
ice, why, we are content to let it s ta:::ld at that 
ane. simply wi thd::av: our objecti.ons to the a:pplicc.tio!l 
fo::- abandonment. 

"C01.~\!ISS!ONE:R RILEY: .. fJ..s I underst:::.nd you a::-e 
representing, fo= the City, th~t ade~uate tr~nspo!"
tation will be :Jubst:'tutec. tor tb.at that is proposed 
to be c.bo.ndoned'? 

"l.':R. L..~G: That is !"ight. In ot!:er words, the 
C i t~r is pre!,)arec., uncle::: i t~. own su:perv::'sion, to sub
stitute service for the service to be abundoned.~ 

(3) Exhibit No. 73 SubI!litted b~r .;.:... C. Je:±ir.s, Senio::' En.gineer. 

"In this study no great ~ount of consideration 
has been given to tte L0:13 Eeach local ?assenger 
transpo=tat::'o:c si":.u:;.tio::. in.8..s"!nllch as the=e c.re unc..a= 
way at the 'O:06scnt tim'3, and ho.ve been fo!" ~ny 
months, negotic.tions involviue Pacific ElectriC 
P..=.il'l':uy COtlP:;:'::'Y, LaIle; !:.otor Bus Corpo:-c.tio:l, s.nd 
the City ot ~ng 3euc~, the objectiYe o~ which is 
to ett~ct c. tr:;:,nsfe= of local operating rights tro~ 
?aci~ic Electric RailwC.7 CO'lJ:.lx:.ny to tho moto::" coaC!l 
oper~to=, thereby rec.oving t~e.~o~er co~pany trom 
the field of 10cc.1 trunsport~t~on In that ~rea. 
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upon the assurance that satisfactory substitQte service would 

be provided ~n accordance vdth the negotiations then under way 

between the City or Long Beach, the Lang ~tor Bus Corporation 

and Pacific Electric Railway Company. 

Long BeQch Motor Bus Company filed application (4) 

with this Commission, requesting that it be granted a certi-

ficate or public convenience and necessity to become effective 

when and if Pacific Electric Railway Company be granted 

authority to abandon its long Be~ch local rail lines, ~d to ex

tend and enlarge its motor coach service to include the area 

that would otherwise be lett Without service by abandonment 

01' the Long Beach - Seal Beach li~e, t~e proposed motor coach 

route being specifically described as tollows: 

Commencing at the intersection of East Ocean 

Boulevard and Pine Avenue; thence northerly along 

~lne Avenue to East Broadw~~; thence easterly along 

East Broadway to Redo~do Ave~ue; thence so~therly 

along Redondo Avenue to East Ocean Boulevard; thence 

easterl1 along East Ocean Boulevard to Main Street, 

Seal Beach; thence no~ther11 on Main Street to Central 

(:3) Continued. 

The negotiations have been inVOlved with co~plica
tions and although the matter has been under con
Sideration for more than a year, final disposition 
has not yet been reached. ~o~t recent developments 
will be torthco:ning 'Wi thin the near future. Due to 
the competitive aspect presented in Long Beach, 
continued local rail operation does not appear to 
be justified and in anticipation or a disposal of 
the matter by mutual egree~ent in accordance with 
negotiations now under way, no further recomme~da
t10ns will be made." 

(4) Application No. 23161, tiled December 1, 1939, amended 
Februa.~ 10, 1940. 
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Avenue; thence easterly on Central Avenue to 

Tenth Str~et; thence northerly on Tenth Street to 

Electric Avenue; thence wosterly on Electric Ave

nue to the end ot the line at :l:a:Ln street" retu...""'ning 

ooutherly on Main Street to Ocean Bouleva.rd; thence 

westerly on East Ocean Boulevard to Redondo Avenue .. 

Long Beach; thence north on Redondo Avenue to Ea.st 

Broa.dway; ~~ence wezterly on East Broadway to Americ~~ 

Avenue; thence southerly on .~erican Avenue to East 

Oce~~ Boulevard; thence westerly on East Oco~~ Boulevard 

to the point of beginning. 

In its application aoove referred to" Long Beach ~r.otor 

Bu: Cor,1pany stated thst its affiliated cocpany" Lang Motor Bus 

Corporation" wholly-01IO.ce. by the sce O\'l!lers of Long Beach. Motor 

Bus Comp~~y" had entered into ~~ agree~ent with the City of Long 

Beach for the inauguration of n ~otor coach service to be ef

fectuate~ s~ultaneously with the ab~~donment of all local rail 

service of Pacific Electric Railway Co~pany within tho oound~1es 

of the City of Long Beach.. if ~~d when such ab~~donment should be 

authorized by the Railroad Co~1ss10n. 

The record L~ this Droeeedin~ conta~ns ~o evidence of - '-

opposition to the cb~~donmcnt of the Long Beach locel ~&~l service 

as proposed by applic~~t hereL~1 ~~d indicates furt~0r thnt adc-

quate ~~d sutisfactory ~otor coach service vrill be p~ovi~ed in 

su.bstitution tho:::'efor by the Lon,'; 30nch : .. :otor Bu::: Co~pnny and 

~pplicat!on ~p,ea:::,s to oe in the public interest a~d the follow-

inz ordor · ..... 111 so pro', id.e. 
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Public he~ir.gs having been held and the Commission 

be~ng fully apprised of the facts, in so far as the ~tters 

he~ein decided are cor-cerned; 

IT IS EEREBY CRDERED th~t Pacific Electric Rsilway 

Coops.ny be and it is hereby authorized to abandon all local ra.il 

line passenZe~ service and !ac!lities in t~e Cities of Long Beach 

and Seal Beach and to cancel in confor.city With the rules of this 

Co~ission all fares, ~les ~~d regulat~on3 applying thereto~ said 

local rail lines being specifically identified as follows: 

Pine Avenue Line 
Commencing at connection to track in Ocesn Bouleve.rd 

thence nortl:::.erly on Pine Avenue, a single tra.ck to Third 
Street, thence a do~ble track to ~th Street~ thence 
easterly on ll~th Street, a do~ble track to a point easterly 
of Locust Street, thence ~ingle track to a connection with 
track in &~eric~n Avenue north of 14th street, together 
with crossove~ t~acks. 

Pacific Avenue too~ Line 
A double track co~enc1ng at connection wIth tracks in 

Ocean Boulevard, thence northerly on Pacific Avenue to 
First Street, thence easterly on First Street to a connec
t10n ",ith tracks in Pine Avenue. 

Seventc Street I.ine 

A double track co~~eLcing at connection with tracks 
in Pine Avenue, thence easterly on 7th Street to a cor~ec
tion with tracks in Redondo Avenue l together with crossover 
trs.cl(s. 

Seal Beach Line 
A double track com=encing at cor~ect~on w~th tracks 

in pine Avenue l thence easterly on ,rd Street to Olive 
Aven~eJ thence southerly on Olive Avenue to Broadway~ thence 
easterly on Broadway to Paloma Avenue, thence southeaste~ly 
on private right of way to Bel~ont Avenu0 1 thence single 
track easterly on private right of way to Peninsula Place, 
thence a double track to 65th Place , thence n single track 
on private right of way and Ocean Bouleva.rd to Main Street, 
Sea.l Beo.ch, thence nort~erly on Main Street to a cor...nect1on 
w~th Newport Beach Line, together w~th crO~8overs and spur 
tracks. 
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Rt;>dQOOo Av:t;>nU? !'"inp. 
A single track commencing at a point in the easterly 

track (of a double track) 200 feet, ~ore or less, north 
of the north line of 11th Street, on private right of way, 
thence southerly on Redondo Avenue to a point 320 feet, 
more or less, north of the north line of 11th Street, 
t~ence double track southerly to a connection with the 
Seal Beach Line between 1st Street and 2nd Street, to
gether with double track west on Broadway from Redondo 
Avenue to a con..'"l.ection with the Seal Beach Line at 
Paloma Avenue. 

Alamitgs Ext~nsiQn ~nd 2nd St~~ 
A double track commencing at connection with Seal 

Beach Line at 39th Place, thence northeasterly on private 
right of way to Termino Avenue, thence a single track to 
2nd Street, thence easterly on 2ne Street ane private 
right of way to a con..'"l.ection with Newport Beach tine at 
2nd Street and A:9pian V.ra:r, together with passing traclt 
bet'.'Teen Antonio Drive .'lnd Tivoli Drive. 

provided, however, that said abandonment of passenger rail service 

herein authorized shall not be effectuated unless, simult.meously 

therewith, motor coach scrv~cc shall be L~~ugurated by Long Beach 

Motor Bus Comp~· and Lang Motor Bus Corporation in the area which 

otherwise would be deprived of service by such abandonment. 

The authoriz~tion herein granted sh~ll become null and 

void if not exercised within one year. 

The Commission reserves the rieht to make such further 

Order or Orders in this proceeding as may a~pear just ~~d reason

able and to revoke this authority if, in its opinion, public con

venience and necessity de~~d such action. 

The !oregoing Interim Order is hereby approved and 

ordered filed as the Interim Order of the Railroad Commission of 

the Stcte of Cclifornia. 

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order 

shall be the date ~ereof. 
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• 
-Dated at San Francisco, California, this 2-" ~ day 

of February, 1940. 

~;,,~.29~ 
~ Commiss1one~s 

-~ 


