Decisior No.

BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE QF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicetion of

COAST COUNTIES CAS AND ELECTRIC

COMEANY Application No. 23291.
COMEANY, & corporatior, 529

for suthority to file and make effective
a change in ite rate cpplicabdble to the
service of dbutane-air gas in the commn-
ities of Crlexico, Brawley, El Centro,
Dugsmuir and Yreka.
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BY THEE COMMISSION:

OPINION AND ORDZR

In thic epplication Coast Counties Gas and Electric
Compeny, hereinafter sometimes referred to as Applicant, reguests
permission to make certain changes in the character of 1ts gas
service ir the towns of Calexico, EBrawley, and El Centro and %o
withdraw and refile certain of its rate schedules appliceble in
the territory iavolved.

Applicant states tkat at present it is distribvuting,
in the commnpities of Calexico, Breawley and El Centro, a butane-air
ges mixture of a heating value of 550 B.t.u. per cubic foot and
that it now desires to replace this mixture with one of appProxi-
mately 1000 B.t.u. pexr cubic fLoot.

Tz Decision No. 22299, deted September 6, 1939, this
Commissior granted a similar reguest of Applicant for the com~
minities of Dunsmuir and Yreks, and the reasons Ior changing to
the gas mixture of higher thermal convent are set forth in detail

therein. It is sufficient to state here thet it is Applicant's




belief that the 1000 B.t.u. mixture gives better operating results,
greater consumer satisfactior and affords certain savings in
production expenses.

In addition to requesting permission to change to a
gas mixture of higher heating value, authority is also sought
t0 express the rates charged in terms of therms rather than in
cubic feet. In this instance of employing a2 1000 B.t.u. gas mix-
ture & therm will correspond to 100 cubic feet, since & thern is
that quantity of fuel eguivalent to 100,000 B.t.u.

In accordance with the provisiors of Decision No.
52299 referred to adove, Applicant has proceeded with the substi-
tution of the higher heat content gas in Dunsmuir and Yreka and
has bdeen gratified with the results obtaimed. 3Based on that
experience it is its stated beliel that the nuxber of service
calls per customer will be greetly reduced i1f and whern the proposed
changeover is made.

Applicent proposes to make all necessary adjustment in
its customers' appliences and will bear the entire cost of the
cut-over estimated at $7200.

As & part of the proposed changeover it will be
necessary for Applicant to withdraw and cancel and refile certain
of its presently effective rate schedules. Applicant proposes
to withdraw =nd cancel Scredule No. 1-B covering genersl service
in Brawley, Calexico axnd Bl Ceantro; Schedule No. 4-B8, a general
service schedule for Bl Centro which has been closed o new
customers since September 1, 1938 and presently does not serve
any customers; and Schedule No. 6~B, the prepay meter schedule
for general service in El Cextro, Brawley and Calexico. DBecause

of the desire to place all of its communities belng served with

a 1000 B.t.u. butane-air mixture on tke same rates and on the




therm basis, Applicant also requests permission to withdraw

its Schedule No. 3-B presently applicable in Dunsmuir and Yreka.
Certain proposed schedules No. 1-B and 6-B, applicable to the
communities heretofore set forth, are attached to and made a

part of the application as Zxhibit "B" and dbring about the desired

changes.
Applicant contends that the proposed rates set forth
in Exkibit 73" will not result in an iacrease in billing to ary

customers in the territory involved but that reductions totaling

p ' .
@2,23@ ey yeer in falexico, Brawley and Z1 Centro and $685 per
year in Dunsmuir and Yreka wlll be afforded.

The Commission is of the opinion *that the authorization

requested is in the best interests of boih the Applicant and its
customers and should be granted, and further, that a public hearing
in the matter is not necessary; therefore good cause appearing,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Coast Counties Geas and Elec-
tric Company be authorized to iastitute in the communities of
Calexico, Brawley and El Centro the distridution of a 1000 B.T.u.
butene-air ges mixture in place of the 550 B.%t.u. mixture being
supplied at the present time, and that-it ve permitted to bill
all customers served therein on a therm basic rather than a cublc
foot basis as at present.

The authorizetion kherein granted is subject to the

following conditions and not otherwise:

1. Coast Counties Gas and Electric Company shall,
coineident with the cut-over to the 1000 B.t.u.
gas mixture, take meter readings and render
closing bills beced on existing rates to all
consuxers bveilng served in Calexico, Brawley
and E1 Centro.

Applicant shall withdraw and cancel the following
presently effective rate schedules:

Schedule Sheets C.R.C. No.

1-B Revised 333-G
3-B Revised 339-G
4-B Revised 327-G
6=3 Original 310-G
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3. Coast Counties Gaz and Electric Compamy shall,
upon one (l) day's notice %o the Commission,
meke effective in Calexico, Brawley, EL Centro,
Dunsmir and Yreke Schedule No. 1-B (Revised
Sheet C.R.C. No. 352-G) and in Calexico, El
Centro and Brawley Schedule No. 6-3 (Revxsed
Sheet C.R.C. No. 353-G) as they are set forth
in Exhibit "B" attached To the application.

The above schedules shall be applied, where
applicable, to all monthly meter readings taken
subsecguent to the changeover to 1000 B.t.u. gas
in Calexico, Brawley, and EL Centro and to all
monthly meter readings taken on and after

April 1, 1940 in Dunsmir and Yreka.

The effective date of thilis order cshall be the date

hexreof.
Deted at San Francisco this :gg‘;_aay of February,

1940.
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/ Comm‘ssioners.




