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ATLR0LD COL2IIESION OF TEE STATZ QF CALITORNIA

In the Matier of Application of County of
Loc Angeles for guthority to Improve and
widen crossing of Nadeau 3treet over right
of way and tracks of the San Pedro Branch
of the Soutkern reelfic Rallrood, and the
installation of suvomatic trarfxc ¢ontrol
signals at the intersection of Alameda
Strect and Nadegu Street.

Application No. 23071.

7« H. Q'Cornnor, County Counszel, by W. B.
MceKesson, Deputy County Counsel, for Apdile
cant.
C. . Corasll, for 3Southerz Pacifiec Coxdany,
Provestant.
BY THE COLMISSION:

¥Iox

filed by the County »f Loz

Angeles, seexing the Commlscion's authority vo widen and Improve
the crossing of Nadeau Street over the San Pedro branch of Southe-
ern Pacific Company (Crossinsg No. 26-488.9), to install traffic
cignals at the intersection of Nadezu Streev and Alameda Street
and to allocate the cost of the »roposed improvement bevween
applicant and Southern Pacific Comdany

Public hearing on sald azpolicavi vas conducted by
Examiner Ager at Los Angeles on Jaauary 8, 1940, =t which time
the matter was taken under submission, z2ad it is now ready for
decislon.

Nadezu 3treet 1s a secondary county highway extending
in o general easterly and westerly direction from Santa Fe
Avenue on tke egst to Comptor Aveanue on the west, a total dis-

tance of about onme mile. The rall line involved is Soutiaern
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Pacific Company's San Pedro drench and et thls parbicular 10c2vion

Is a double-track lizne. Switches from botk the westbound and east-
pound mein tracks located within the crossinz area comnlicate the
prodlem end their relocation {s & necessary part of the pronosed
Improvenment. Alameda Strecot is parallel to and approximately

¢ keavy

Harbor ares.

LU toe present time Nadeau Street traffic, prior
eatering Alamedz Stree?, ls controlled by boulevard stop sizas and
the only protection to motoris in so for as vhe railroad is con~
cerned, consists ol two Standard No. 1 erossing signs (General
Order No, 75=B). Traffic has increased on Nadeau Street to a point
where, i2 the opinlion of county officials, it is necessary that
autorztic cignels be iunstalled at the Intersection of Nadezu and
Alameda Streetvs. A twelve-hour trafflic check made on Thursday,
Jeauary 4, L940, shows a total of 3,339 vehicular movements over
the crossing. During the same verlod there were 174 pedestrlan and
1l rail movements over the crossing. No recent traffic counts along
Alameda Street are available dbut a sixteen-hour chack made iz Sep-
tember, 1938, skhowed = total of 18,867 venicles entering the inter-
section on Alameda Street. The seme check showed thet 4,806 vehi-
cular movements were made over the crossing during this period,
22.8% of which originated on slameda Street and turned sastward
across the tracks. Due to the proximity of the Intersectlion and
the reilway tracks, 1t is applicant's oplaion that the Traffic sig-
nals, 1 Iinstalled, should be synearonized with the reil movements;
otherwlse 1t 1s conceivadble that a "GO™ signal, indicating a cleax
soadway on Nadeau Streev, mizht be recelved by 2 motorist at a time
when the crossing is blocked by an approaching railroad train.

Southern Pacific Company takes the position that the
Trafric signals, 235 proposed, will not provide any increased pro-
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tection, in so far as the railroad is concerned, and that, there-
fore, 1t should not Ye reguired to varticinate in the cost of sueh
en lnstallation. The company does Teel, however, that two cuito-
matic wigwags should be installed and thet the expense of these
wigwags should be divided equally betweecn the cempany and the
county. It is the further contention of the company that the
special vrack facilities should be reloceted outside the ¢ross=
lng arez, at the zole expense of adplicent. AS stated above, the
relocation of the switches outside of the crossing area is a
necessary part of the vronosed improvement of the grade crossing
itself and the change will result in o material improvement of
operating conditions on the railroad. It therefore appears that
the costs in connection therewith arc the sole obligation of the
rallroad. If, in effecting this change, the railrozd coneludes

that new and heavier rail, new ties and additionzl ballast are

essentlal, then, in our opiaion, it also should be required to

bear these costs.

Applicant proposes to install traffic signals of the
three~-light type, similar to those now in place at the interses-
tion of Firestone Boulevard ond Alameda Street and the inter-
sectlion of Floremce Avenue and Alameda Street. In addition to
the regular three-light signals controlling Alameda Street
trafflc, 1t is further proposed to iastell an auxiliary signal
in the top positlon on the standard, which will function only at
times when tralns are within the circuit. This latter sisnal
will display & red arrow wher lighted and will be supplemented
oy a s5ign on the standard Itself, which will carry the wording
"No right/le®t turn on red arrow.”

It is proposed to install an auxiliary red sig-
=l lmmediately east of the tracks, which will function only upon

the approach of a train and is intended to stop traffic prior to

reaching the tracks. To summarize the installation, the signals
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will fuznetion as ordinary traffic signzls excevt while a train is

in the circuit and, during that perlod, the siznals will be sct

in the "GO™ position for Alemede Street traffic with the red arrow
attempting to prohibit eastbound turns from Alameda Strect over
the tracks.

Nothing particularly new Is izavolved herein since, as
stated gbove, similar Installations have been made at two other
Intersections with this same llaze o2 railroed. At the Firestone
Boulevard intersection the traffic signals are supplemented by
automatic wigwags but at the Florence ~Avenue Intersection the
traffic signals constitute the entire protection.

There is 20 record of the Nadeau Street crossing ever
having deen dedlcated but 1t apvears to have acguired public status
through maxn y years of use. In order to be consistent with the pro-
visions of our General Crder No. 75-3, it would seem that automatic
wigwegs should be instelled. It Lfurther appears thet, 1f traffic
signals are to be installed, these signcls should be coordinated
with the rail movements to eliminate the possidility of confliict-
ing indications to movtorists on Nadeau Street as, under any analysis,
two simultaneous indications in confliet would cause confusion in
the averasge motorist's mind,

Two exhibits were introduced by witness for the ral lroad,
(Zxhibits Nos. 9 and 10), in which the estimated installation cos
Tor the ordinary wigwag circuit was compared to the syachroanized
contzol. Testinmony developed that the deslign of the letter clrecult
embraced numerous direetional circuits end certain time-element
relays inteanded to minixize traffic delays whick would rormally
result with the regular circult. Prior to the time FTirestone
Boulevard (Crossing No. BG=-489.5), was installed pursuant to
Decision No. 2948Ll, dated Januwary 25, 1937, on Application
Ne. 20762, a twelve=hour traffic count disclosed thet 7,401 vehl-
¢les used the crossing during the period. A similar check over

-p—-




Nadeau Street (Crossing No. 36-488.9), included 3,339, or dut 45%
oL the usage made at the former location. Nadeau Strees, as s

secondary highwaey extending for e relatively short distance, can-

not, uncder present conditions, approech the arterial importance

of the Firestone Boulevard crossing.

At this time the volume of wehicular traffic does not
appear to Justify ithe more elaborate directionel eircuits and
time-clement relays, provided that Train crews are instructed to
evoid all unnecessary operation which would cause Nadeau Sireet
to remalin uwnduly ¢losed.

Exhibit No. 2 skows that during the calendar year 1939
the sireet Intersection was the sceme of five accidents, four of
which involved pedestrians. Zxhibit No. 8 indicates that during
the same perlod oze accldent took place a2t the railroad erossing
from which no injury resuwlted. It avpears that the prodblem at
this locatvion evolves »rimarily about the rezulation of wvehlcles
and pedestriaons av the intersection of the two streets, with the
situation at the rail crossing but incidental thereto.

watrness for the railroad teoctified that, coincident with
an Iinstallatlion of signals desizned %o regulate traflfic on Alameda
and Nadeau Streets, the railroed would be confronted with o more
acute crossing problem which would reguire an ifustallation of two
wigwags to provide adeguate protection.

Iz apportioning the expease of improving this crossing
between the applicant and Southern Pacirlic Company, due coasldera-

oz must bdbe glven to the ohligation of each party, as well as
¢ benefits to be derived. It must be recognized that the rail-
has 2 continual obligation to varticivate In the metter of
construcving and meintaining reascnadle end adeguate crossings
over its tracks, both at grade and at separated grades. Witk
vehicular traffic creating distinet problems, public bdodies hav=-

ing Jurisdiction over sublic nighways are called unon %o meed




Progsent=day traflfic requircments.
The reasoxring applied in the Commission's Decision
No. 29431 appecrs 10 anply equally as well in the instant case.
Thorough review of the record leads to the conclus
most practical and effeciive means of providing signals to con-
ool traffic ot this intersectioz is to instz
wita the proposal of the anplican
ignals with two of the Commission’s Standard No.
l1de-of~streay type, Gerzerel Order No. 75-3), these two

be syncihronized.

a that the expense of lmy 3 the ¢rosse~

ng and »roviding the protectlon should be bYorne on the follow-
ing bezis:
Southern 2

The ontire expease of prevaring its tracks

to recelve the pavemend, Iincludlingz the cost

of relocating The turn-out in its westbound

vracik and shortening the switeh lead in %he
urﬂcx;

oct of Installation of two

;de-of-u treet type) wig-
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uhe expense ol synchronizing the
5 with train movements.

Applicant should bear:

(1) The exntire cost o2 installing the traffic
signals, including tae "QXill Ty signel
euSU o the Traucks and the “cd arrow ulgnal

the top of the regular signel positions

One=hall NS« *011*-9 two
Standard X - 3% type) wig-
wegs;

Qne~hglf
traflfic s
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the rail movements shall be bornc on a basis

T DLty (S0) wer cent by Southern Pacitie
Compary and £12ty (S0) per cent by the zppli
cwt L]

The maintenance eof the wisgwegs and the syzn-
chronizatio mecha:;sm shall vthereafter de
borne by Hout“e*“ Daclific Company.

The malntenznce of the traffic signols
shall be borne by annlicant.
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the proposed installation for the Comnmiss
aporoval.
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The autherizetion hercin srented ckell lepse ané
vecome VoLl il not exercized within one year fronm
the date hereofl, unless further time Ls gronted by
cubseguent oxrder.

The Commission res erves the right %0 moke suck fur-

vacr o“geru, relative to

xnUC““eCu;on, 25 0 L% ma
and to revoke its perm
public convenience, ne
such action.
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y seem right and proper,
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