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Decision No. ----
. (, I :./d;I.;: /; 

TaE STATE OF C.A.LIE'OR.1"IA ~. BEFORE ~...::E RAILRO.AD COr~SS!O~! OF 

In the Metter of the Anp11cation ot 
KERN 1..'U"'TU.A.L TnZPHONE C01:PANY, a 
corpor~ti~n) tor permission to pub­
lish, tile and place in ettect rates 
tor exchange, interexchange and tele­
graph service at 3uttonwillow, Kern 
County, California. 

Application No. 23216. 

~r~est Irwin, for ~pplicant 
~rank Alvos, tor Buttonwillow 

Chamber ot Co~erce 
lirs. W. I,. Smith, for Butto:c.willow Gre.nge. 

BY THE CO~ION: 

OPINION -------

Kern ~utual Telephone Company, a corporation, operating 

a telephone system in Kern County. California, herein asks tor 

en order authorizing appl1cent to establish a telephone exchange 

at Buttonwillow and to make effective certain rates and charges 

tor telephone and. 'celegra?!l service. A public hearing in the 

matter was held at ButtonWillow on Febru~ 14, 194.0 betore 

Examiner Fry. 

The Buttonwillow ccmm~ity is about twenty-3eve~ miles 

west ot B~~erstield. The principal aetiviT.y is agriculture. At 

the present time the community receives Kern Mutual Telephone 

Com.pe.ny service fro: seve:::e.l toll sto.tio:c.s and no exchange service 

is ava.ilable. 
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The movement tor the establishment ot excnange service 

wa.s ini tiate05. some months ago by the ButtonWillow Chamber ot' 

Commerce and Buttonwillow Grang~ No. 568. In response to the 

evident ro~uirement ot the public, applicant made a study ot the 

situation, and, following ciscussions ot the metter with repre­

sent~tives ot the ?~ilroad Co~esion, tiled th~ present 

applice.tion. 

Applic~t proposes to 1nst~11 a modern automatic or 

dial systam with twenty-tour-hour continuous service. Information, 

complaint, and toll calls would be hendled at the Tatt exchange. 

~taintenaD.ce work would be performed by repairmen trom the Taft 

ottice. The tour-party service woul~ be tull selective. 

Mr. ~rnest Irwin, as a witness tor applic~t, sub~tted 

maps ot t.he proposed exchange and base re.te areas. These appear 

to be ample for the proposed exchange. A nouse-to-house canvass 

ot the area by applicant's representatives resulted i~ about 

forty signed applications tor Buttonwillow exchange service. 

In Exhibit No.3 filed at the hearing, applicant set 

forth the rates and charges it proposes to ~ke ettective tor 

the prinCipal classifications ot service. Applicent wo\\ld otter 

business individual line service with desk telephone for $3.25 

per month, business four-party line service tor $2.50 per month, 

residence indivi~u~l line service with ~esk set tor $2.75 per 

month and residence tour-party service nt $2.00 per :onth. 

These rates appear to be reasonable for the character ot the 

service proposed and the conditions under which the exchange 

would b~ established. Supplemental schedules, rules and regula­

tions applicable in other ~xchanges ot Kern ~utual Telephone 

Company would be made effective in Buttonwillow exchange. No 

change in the interexchange telephone or telegraph retes is 

contemplated. 
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In Exhibit No. 4 tiled at the hearing is set forth an 

esttmete o~ the results of operation ot the proposed Buttonwillow 

exchange tor the first yeer of its operation. This i~dicates a 

small retu:n on the investment. 

Applicant proposes to waive line extension charges 

for dist~ces under one mile du=ing the constructio~ period ending 

when the system is opened for e~ehange service. 

·.~·e believe that the Buttonwillow dial exehange should 

be established with the rates and charges proposed, as there eXists 

a public re~uirement tor exchange service in the community. 

ORDER --------
Kern Mutual Telephone Company having requested authority 

to place in effect certain rates and eharges for telepb.one serviee 

in its proposed Buttonwillow exchange, e. public hearing heving 

been held, 

THE R.t~..ILP.O,AD CO~OOSSION OF THE STATE OF C.ALIFOBh~ 

hereby finds as a tact that the establishment of en automatic 

or dial telephone exchange at Buttonwillow with the r~tes proposed 

is justified, and 

IT IS ~ ORDERED that Kern Mutual Telephone Company 

shall install an 8utom~tic system in the Buttonwillow community 

on or betore Oetober 1, 1940. 

IT IS ~~BY FU?T~~ OaDERSD that Kern Mutual Telephone 

Co:::npany may make ettecti ve i!l the ButtonwillOW exohange on e:c.d 

atter the date ot the establishment of the service therein, the 

rates and charges proposed and set forth in 3xhibit No. 3 and 

the maps set torth in Exhibits Nos. 1 end 2 tiled ~t the hearing 
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and as discussed in the preceding Opinion provided said schedules 

and ~aps are submitted tor filing with the Railroad Commission 

in accordance with General Order No. 68 on or before the tenth 

day immediately preceding the date of the establishment of said 

exchange. 

Except as othe~~se prescribed, the effective date ot 

this Order shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date 

hereof. 

C hi ~ A:.o-<. d Dated at Sen Francisco, ali:t'ornia, t s _"""~L__ e:y 

or 5i1a4ddi2(144 , 1940. 
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