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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Metter of the Application of
KZERN MUTUAL TFLZPEONE COMPANY, &
¢orporation, for permission to pud-
lish, file and place in effect rates
for exchange, interexchange and tele-
groph service at Suttonwillow, Xern
County, California.

Applicetion No. 23216.
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Zrnest Irwin, for ALpplicant
Trank Alvos, for Buttonwillow
Chambexr of Commerce
M¥Mrs. W. L. Smith, for 3Buttomnwillow Crange.

BY THE COM[ISSION:

Kern Mutual Telephone Company, & corporation, operating
a telephone system in Keru County, California, herein asks for
en order authorizing applicent to esteblish 2 telephone exchange
at Buttonwillow and to make effective certain rates and charges
for telephone aund telegrapk service. A pudlic hearing in tlhe
matter was held at Buttonwillow on Februery 14, 1940 before
Zxaminer Iry.

Mwe Buttonwillow commmunity is about twenty=-seven miles
west of Bekersficld. The oprincipal activity is agriculturs. AL

the present time the community recelves Kern lfutual Telephone

Company service from several toll stations and no exchenge service

is availablce.




The movement for the establishment of exchange service

was inlitiated some months ago by the Buttonwillow Chamber of

Commerce and Buttonwillow Grange No. 568. In response to the

cvident rezulrement of the public, applicant mede a study of the
situstion, end, Tollowing discussions of the metter with repre-
sentatives of the Rallroad Commission, filed the present
application.

Applicant proposes to imstall a modern automatic or
dial zystem with twenty-four-hour coatinuous service. Information,
compleint, and toll cells would be hendled at the Taft exchange.
Maintenance work would be performed by repeirmen from the Taft
office. The four-pariy service would bde full selective.

Mr. Zrnest Irwin, as a witaess for applicant, sudmitted
meps of the proposed exchenge and base rete ereas. These appeer
t0 be smple for the proposed exchange. & house~-to-house canvass
of the acrea by applicent's »epresentatives resulted in about
rorty signed aepplications for Buttonwlllow exchenge service.

In =xhidit No. 3 filed et the hearing, applicant sct
forth the rates and charges it proposes to meke effective for
the principal clessifications of service. Applicant would offer
vusiness individual line service with desk telephone foT $3.25
per month, business four-party line service for $2.50 per month,
rosidence individual line service with desk set Ifor $2.75 per
month and residence four-party service at $2.00 per xonth.

These rates appear to be reasonasble for tie character of the
service proposed and the conditions under which the exchange
would be establisned. Supplemental schedules,rules and regule~-
tions applicedble in other exchanges of Kern Jutual Telephone
Compeny would be made effecvive in Buttonwillow exchenge. No
chenge in the interexchange telephone or telegraph retes is

contemplated.




In Zxhidit No. 4 filed at the hearing is set forth an
estimete o7 the results of operation of the proposed Buttomwillow
exchange for the rirst yeer of its operation. This indicates a
small return on the investment.

Applicent proposes to walve line extension charges
ror distonces under one mile during the conmstructior period erding
when the system is opemed for exchange service.

we believe that the Suttonwillow diel exchange should
be estedlished with the rates snd cherges proposed, as there exists

& public requirement for exchenge service in the coxmunity.

ORDER

Kerp. Mutual Telephoze Compeny having requested authority
to place in effect certaln rates and charges for telephone service
in its proposed Buttonwillow exchange, 2 public hearing heving
been held,

TEZ RATLROLD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
hereby finds as a fact thet the esteblishment of an automeatic
or diel telephone exchenge &t Suttonwillow with the rates proposed
is justified, and

I7 IS ESREBY ORDERED that Kern Mutual Telephone Company
shell install an eutometic system in the Buttonwillow community
on or pefore Octover I, 1940.

IT IS ESRERY FURTHER ORDERZD thet Kern Mutual Telephone
Coampany mey meke cffective in the Butitonwillow exshange on and
efter the date of the establishment of the service therein, the

rates and cherges proposed and set forth in Ixkibit No. 3 and

the maps set forth in Exhibits Nose. 1 and 2 filed at the hearing

-3




and es discussed in the preceding Opinion provided said schedules
end maps ere submitted for filing with the Railroad Cormission
in accordance with General Order No. 68 on or before the tenth
dey immediately preceding the date of the estabdlishment of said
eXxchange.

Ixcept as otherwlse prescrided, the effective deate of
this Order shall be twenty (20) days from end after the date

hereof.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Californis, this 22; day
of &/M‘m“ , 1940.
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Cormisgioners




