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Decision No.

BEFCRE TEE RATIILROAD COXDISSION OF TEE STATE OF

PALO VERDE IPRIGATION DISTRICT
an Irrigstion District, Sl

Compleinant,

VS.

COLORADO RIVER TELESZONE COLE: .
& corporation, * COLPANT~-

Defendant.

—
- s~ ~5—

Stewart, Shew and Murvhy, by Arvin B. Shaw, Jr.,
for Complairnant.

J. 0. Paillips, for Defendant.

d. X. Bermack, for Nevada=-California Electric
Corporation, an Interested Party.

BY THE COMJISSION:

Palo Verde Irrigation Distriect herein asks that en
order be mede requiring Colorado River Telepnone Company to
metallicize the telephone line from a certain control gate o
a certain irnteke; remove a ranch telephone from sald teledhoze
line; remove its telephone lines throughout the Palo Verde
Valley to & safe and reasonable distence from complainant's
irrigation canal banks, and recoastruct ivs telepkone polés
and wires throughout the Palo Verde Valley as specified by
Generel Order No. 64-A of the Reilrocad Coxmission.

The complainant, hereinalter sometimes termed the
District, is an irrigation district organized and existing
the Legislature of the State of Californisa

urder an Act of

designated "The Palo Vexde Irrigetion District Act.”

The defendant, herelnaflter somebtimes termed the

Telephone Compeny, is & corporation operating & telephone
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systen in Blythe and surrounding territory, all in Riverside
County, California. 4 franchise for the construction o+ this
system weas granted by the Board of Supervisors of Riverside
County on Septemder 21, 1914. By Declsion No. 3435 dated
Jwae 17, 1916, Coloredo River Telephone Company was granted &
certiliicate of public convenlence and necessity permitting it
%0 construct and operate its telephone system (10 CRC 349).

Colorado River Telephone Company made answer to the
complaint and reguested that the matter be set down for hearing.
Accordingly, a kearinz was held in the proceedirg before EIxem-
iner Fry on June 15, 1938, at Slythe, Riverside Cownty, Celifornis.

Exhibit "A" mede o part of the complalnt herein is a
¢opy of an agreement dated Februery 10, 1923, between Colorado
River Telephone Company and Falo Verde lmtuel Veter Company end
Palo Verde Joint Levee Districet of Riverside and Imperiel
Counties relative to the comstruction gnd meintenance of &
phone line between "control gate" and "intake,” & distance of
epproximetely five and one-kelf miles. This agreement wes not
submitted to the Cormission for approvel. Tae District requests
that the Commissicn order the Telephone Company %o metellicize
this line and to furnish efficlent service on said line. Sub-
sequent to the filing of this compleint, tae Coxmission reguired
the Telephore Company to complete all delayed malntenance exist=
ing in the line and to plece it in first-cless condition. The
semvice was then esccepted as setisfactory. It is not considered
pecossery that the line de metealliclized at this time. It appears
thet the line is owned by the District, which should vear the
cost of metallicizing if later this is found to be required.

The Distriet asks that the Telephone Compeny be re-

guired to remove the commection of a ranch telephone from the
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above-deseribed line. The aforementioned agreement was intended
to allow the District ©0 monopolize the line withk & minimum of
three telephones only and at certain stated rates and charges.
The tariffs of the Telephone Company, with tae rates, charges,
and conditions of service included therein as filed with the
Commission, govern the service of the Telephone Company furnished
the District.

The utuel VWeter Company, predecessor of the Palo Vexde
Irrigation District, released its canel and levee system, come
menced in 1908, to the District in 1925. 1iater is teken from the
Colorsdo River at the inteke and 1s directed to the various
ranches in a system of irrigation ditches. Prior %o the operation
of Boulder and Parker dams o greet amount of silt from the river
entered the canels and settled on the vottom of the ditches,
theredby obstructing the gravity flow of the irrigation weter.

The silt and gress &e removed from the ditches by means of the
Ruth dredge. This dredge is a gasoline-operated tractor which
runs alomg the bank of the irrigation ditch. A boom freom this
ecuipment extends escross the cemal, ending on a tractor wheel
support running on the bdank. The cleeaning action of the dredge
is performed dy a series of mud duckets on en endless chain.
The mud teken from the ditches is dumped along the danks, whica
now beve & slope of about ome to one. The height of the Ruth
dredge from the ground is approximately seventeen feet and it
was stated thet for safe clearance over the dredge the wires
should be eighteen feet above the canal derks. In operating
the dredge sixteen feet of space Q2 the canel bank nearest the

nighway 1s needed.
Tt wes admitted that some of the Telephone Company

soles end wires constructed along tke ditek benks impaixr the
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usefulness of the Ruth dredges in cleaning out the cenals. It
eppears that these polez are set in the Telephone Company'!s
right-of-way along the roads. The ralsing of the level of the
diteh banks with mud from the ditches has brought the denks so
zear the telephone wires that there is often ilnsulficient
vertical clearance for the dredge. Due to The closeness of the
ditches to the roads in certalin instances, with the telephone
poles on the ditch banks but on the Telephone Company's right-
of~way, it has been found that there is insuflficient horizoatal
¢learance for the Ruth dredge. It was testified thet the River-
cide County representative at times moved telephone poles off
the right ~of-way and farther up on the diteh banks. It nas not
beer chown that these poles were not placed at the locstions
provided for in the Telephone Coxpany’s county franéhise.

It appears thet this controversy car be setigfactorily
cleared up only by a complete understanding ard agreement among
the Palo Verde Irrigetion District, Coleorado River Telephone
Company ané Riverside County, which would fix the new locations
of such poles as should be xmoved and the distribution of the
cost of suck work. An unsuccessful attempt has beex made By the
Cormission to have these parties confer and resch an agreement
reletive to the removel of poles whickh interfere with the work
of the District or the County. The Commission may oot issue an
order disposing of this portiom of this controversy.

The District asks the Commission to compel the Telephonse

Company to reconstruct its outside telephone plant throushout

Palo Verde Valley to provide the minimum clearances required by
Gepersl Order No. 64-A. A field inspection of this plenmt has
been completed by Comnission engineers. Some of the telephone

1ines were built prior to the effective dete of Generel Orders
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64 rnd G4=4 and technically are not required to be in full come-
nlianece with these orders except upon reconstruction. It was
Tound that the telephone lincs in genercl had the necessary
clesrence wbove oround level vhen set. However, in some instances
the carth teken out Of the cunals and added to the altch dunks
raised the zround level . T - then five feet and
lessened tac ¢learences
In swmary of ste he District, 1%
appcars that the Tirst recuest nas been sotist! y the Telephone
Compaay's action in malking vhe
Thae second recquect recuires neo
recuest, bub tie interested par
gree on some methouw OF savisfylng the complaint.
facilities of thue Telephone Company indicave

reculred in the foarvh recuucct.

A pudlic nearing neving bveen held in the above-entitlied
comnlaint, the mutiter naving boen duly submitceed snd glven proper
considerstion, and thac Com:ission beiny now fully advised,

7 TUTELY CDDIPED thet this complaint be and the

dedh W SlusduD X i

seme 1s nhereby dismisscd.
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Dated a
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