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BEFORE THE PJ;.!I.?OlJ) COMMISSION OF mE STATE OF CJ.LIFORNI!.. "'..;1.£. 

In the Matter ot the ~pplicat1on ot 
W. H. TAYlOR to sell and J". C. COUGEl.AN 
to purchase a telephone line operated 
between Nevada City, California, and 
North Bloomtield, California. 
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-~--.--~-----------.~----~---.----------- ) 
In the Matter or Discontinuance ot Serv
ic e or the NORTZ BLOOMFIELD TELEPHONE CO. 

) 
) 
) 

-------------------------------) 

Application No. 23141 

Case No. 4418 

H. W. Sheldon, tor W. H. Taylor, .';'pplieant 
ru:.d Defendant. 

M. W. Ricker, tor Co:plainent. 

J8.::les G. Me=shal1, tor The Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

In Case No. 4418, filed ~1th the Railroad Commission on 

May 11, 1939, Louis Nonnenrnann makes compleint against North Bloo~

field Telephone Company and ~. E. Taylor, owner thereot, requesting 

that the telephone service between North Columbia and Neveda City 

be restored. 

On November 27, 1939, W. E. Taylor and J. C. Coughlan 

jointly tiled an application tor authority to transfer operative 

rights and e~ui~ment used in the operation or the North Bloomtield 

Telephcne Co:o:pany line trom the former to the latter. At the hear

ing held in Nevada City on January 18, 1940, .before Examiner Fry, 

counsel tor W. H. Taylor proposed to file an amendment to .Application 
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No. 2314l, there1n asking tor authority to discontinue the publio 

utility operations ot North Bloomtield Telephone Company. Ta1s 

amendment was received and filed by the Railroad Commission on 

January 25, 1940. 

North Bloomfield Telephone Company, now owned by W. E. 

Taylor, is a telephone utility which formerly operated a grounded 

telephone l~e tro~ ~revada City to North Bloom!1eld and to Columbia 

Hill. At t~es, privately-owned extensions ot the line were in 

operation, but tor about tWo years the line h~s been entirely out 

ot service. The line was connected to The Pacitic Telephone end 

Te1egreph System at Nevada City under the tar.mer line rate schedule. 

It is evident that this line, built in sparsely settled 

territory, generally attached to trees, and with about six ~bscri

oers, cannot make an ea.~ing as a public utility. The record shows 

that the parties interested in this property and service have de-

sired to operate y~~ ~~~ ~~ Q aooper~uive prOject. 
Letters have bean reoe~~ed rrom a~~ exoept ono or tho ~ate 

subscribers to service trom this line. expressing agreement to the 

~roposeu abandonment ot the ~uolic utility o~etations of W. n. Taylor. 
The attorne7 ror the other sUDscri~er indicated in a letter to the 

Co~ssion that his client is "Nilling to join With others in the 

operation or a cooperative line. 
It is clear that W. H. Taylor should be permitted to dis-

continue the public utility operations or the North Bloomtield 

Telephone Company. Arter such discontinuance the line Will not be 

operative public utility property ~d :ay be sold without the 

requirement ot an order trom the Railroad Commission. As Lou1s 

-2-



Nonnenmenn may join with others in securing service on a mutual 

non-utility basis his co~plai~t, Case No. 4418 should be dismissed. 

Louis Nonnemnann in Case No. 4418 having made complaint 

against W. H. Taylor, owner ot: North Bloomtield Telephone Company; 

W. H. Taylor and J. C. Coughlan having jointly made application tor 

authority to transter the operative rights and e~u1pment ot the 

North Bloomfield Telephone Company line; ~. H. Taylor having tiled 

an ~ended application tor authority to discontinue the North Bloom

tield ~elephone Company line as a public utility; these matters 

having been consolidated tor hearing and decision; a publiC hearing 

havins been held; and the matter now being ready tor decision: 

m:i' .. : RAn.RO.h.D CO~SSION OF T.8.,:; S~TE OF C!.u:.IFOIU"f.tA, atter 

tull and careful consideration ot the records pertaining to these 

matters, tinds that W. H. Taylo::" should be granted authority to 

discontinue telephone publiC utility operation, theretore 

IT IS :a:£PZBY ORDERED that W. H. Taylor, owner ot North 

Bloomfield Telephone Company, may discontinue telephone public 

utility operations on or betore June 1, 1940, provided that at 

least ten (10) days betore the date ot such discontinuance ot tele

phone public utility operations he shall have tiled with the Rail

road Commission ot the State ot Cal1torn1a a notice thereot. 

IT IS ~y FURTKER ORDERED that the complaint ot Louis 

No:c.ne:c.menn in Case No. 4418 be end the same is dismissed. 
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Except as otherWise stated herein, the effective date 

ot this Order shall be twenty (20) days tr~ and atter the date 

hel"~ot. / 

.., --4 
Dated at ~v ""f :.1m," ~k<v , California, this 2; t if 

of ~,,&/.-L ' 19~O. 


