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Decislion No. 7.2l %2 d“Jé‘/JZ /7/“

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMIISSION COF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicatlion of the

CITY COUNCIL OF TEE CITY OF DAVIS for an

order aut shorizing the construction of 2 Application No. 23133
public streot at grade across the vracks

of the Southern Paci ic Company at Flfth

and "E" Streets in the City of Davis.

THOMAS 2. REYNOLDS, and C. C. McDONAID, for Applicant
R. S. MYERS, for Southern Pacillic Company.

CRAZMER, COM(ISSIONZR:

The City of Davis filed the above-entitled application
recuesting authority to constxuet a croscing of Fifth Strect with
the main line and side tracks of Southern Pecific Company iIn that
clty.

& public hearing was held at Davis on Marck 1, 1940, at
which time the matter was submitted.

Davic 43 the junctlion point between the Southerm Pacific
Company's mein line between Oskland and Ogden and its line to Port-
land viz the west side of Sacramento Velley. The crossing requested
in thiz applicetion 1s with the latter line,

The City of Davis lies entirely to the nortk of the Ogden
line track and 1s divided by the tracks of the Portland line, ap-
proximately one-guarter of the city's area lylng to the east of
tgpse tracks, with the main business district, the public schools,

the Univexslity of Californie campus, and principal residence section




lying to the west. Tho district east of the tracks 1s approxi-
motely four blocks wide and four blocks long, moct of the area
veing partislly developed resldentlel property, althovgh certalin
gsections in the vicinity of the tracks are uwsed Izdustrlially., Im-
mediately to the east the Paciflc Gac and Electric Company bhas a
large plant whick blocks furitrer expancion ir thet directlon. An
oxhiblt prcsented at the hesring shows that there are sixty-throc
residences In this district.

Access to thls dlectrict 4s at present over two existing

erossings ab “pird ané Fourth Sireets. Applicant now proposes to
3

open Fifth Street which is 00 feet to the north of Fourth Street.
The northerly city boundary east of the railroad 1s at Sixth Sitreet.
Applicant has stipulated that the opening of Filfth Streeot
wlll nov shorten the dlstance for any consicderadle pumber of
residents, but 1t 1s clalmed that a crossing at this point will
furnish & route into the distrlict west of the tracks at times
when the Third Street and Fourth Street crossings are blocked
by passing or standing tralns. IEvicdexnce was prosented that such
blocking Is a freguent occurrence, particularly in tho morning and
ovening, and that persons going to and Ifrom work, and school chil-
dren, are Iinconvenienced, The hazard of having these crossings

blockod In the event of fire iIn this dlstrict 4s also stressel.

douthem Paeifle (ownany opposes the opening of an ad-

aitional cerossing at this point, teling the positlion that the two
existing crossings are adequato to serve this small residential

district and thet & crossing at Tifth Street would present more
then the usual accident hazards common to all grsde crossings with

railroad tracks. The view conditions would be obscured by trees

and bulldings snd by cars stored om the adjacent side tracks.




The proposed crossing would be with four tracks, one main line anmd
threo yard tracks, which are used for storing of cars and making
up tralns at thls junctlon point. The opening of Fifth Street
would reduce the capacity end hinfer the operations of this yard.

“he Company's tralnmaster In charge of this district
testified as %o the company's operations at Davis and tho use made
of the several tracks. According to his testimony it is a faet
that trains block the Ihird Street and Fourth Street crossings,
particularly southbound troins. Witk respect to these traims, he
states that long passenger tralns stopping at Davis Statior would
block tne Third Street crossing, and the Lreizht trains would block
both crossings. It appesrs, however, that any train which a%
present blocks the Fourth Street crossing would also extend a
considorable distance north of Fifth Street and block the use
of the proposed crossing as well., In fact the trainmaster stated
that the possibility of trains blockirng the crossings would be
greater at FIfth Strect than at the existing crossing of Fourth

troet.

There Is no complete traffic count indicating the amount
of use of the present crossings, but a partial couwnt mede by
Southern Pacific Company during off-peak hours showed that ape
proximately 150 veniclec used tho Fourth Street crossing during

& six-bhour period from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 puom. The Southern Pa-

ciflc engireer cctimated that approximately LOO vohicles a day

might use the proposed crocsing at Fifth Street, all of which
would be diversion from the two existing crossings.

Tho City of Davis contends that Southern Pacific Company's
tracks occupy 2 public strect through the City of Davis, at present
¥nown as "E" Street, but in earlier days desigpabted as Woodland
Street. 0ld maps and records are presentod in evicdeance o support

vhis clalim, and on the othor hand Southern Pacific Company corntends
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that 1ts tracks are on private rizght of wey and presents a copy of
a Cood as & bhesis for 1ts position. It 43 not a function of this
Commission to cdetermine property rights and, oven elthough tho
existence of "H" Street were fully admitted, the opening of a
crossing would still have %o be determined upon the pudblic neces-
sity for suck crossing.

The stipulation of applicant that the proposed crossing
would not shorten the dlstance to any substantlel degroe nanrows
the questlon as to whether or not the opening of the crossing at
FAifth Street would solve the prodlem which arises from the dlock-
ing of the present crossings. Wnile this dlocking iZs wnquestion-
ably annoying ané inconvenient to the citizens of Davis, and
probably precents the possibllity of fire equipment belng cut
off from = sectlon of the city at times, it does not appear that
the opening of a cerossing et FPAfth Street will furnish any relief,

Two crossings at grode with raflroad tradks within 2
cdistance of four blocks are certeinly a2equate, and while the
crosslng at FLf'th Street In lleuw of the existing crossing at
Fourvh Stroet would better cdistridbute ithc moans of access to this
dlstrict, the closing of Fourth Street Ls not proposed by spplicant.
To permit the opening of an additiozal crossing at FPifth Street
wouléd Yo a marked reversal of the past policies of this Commission
with respect to numerous similar ¢rocsing applicstions, and under
the circumstances and the record in this proceeding I can make no
other recommendation than %o deny the application. As a matier of
fact, the opening of 2 crossing at thic point was previously before

the Commiscion In 1925 in Application No. 8981, and a similar order

was m2de on that application. The following form of order is sug-

gested.




The City of Davis having made application to construct
a grade crossing with Southerm Pacific Company's tracks at PLifth
Street i that city, & public hearing having been held, the Com-
mission belng appriced of the facts, end the metter being under
submlssion and ready for hearing,

IT IS HEREDY ORDERED that the above-entitled application
Do cdenled.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby approved and
orcered filed as the Opinifon and Order of the Ralilroad Comzission
of the Stete of Califormie.

The offective date ol thls Order shall be twenty (20)
days from the date ﬁ:e%ﬂ s }/

Dated at 3=m F&co, California, this &[2 dsy

of Maren, 1940.
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