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BEFORE TE:E RA.IL?OAD CO~C'SSIO!; OF TEE STA:l:'E OF CALD'ORNIA. 

In the 1~ttor of tho Application ot SACRA1~TO ) 
NOR'l'FR&~ RAILVfAY, for an ord.er autllor!.Z1%lg the ) 
d1~cont1nUADce 0: pas$engo~ train operatioDS 1n ) 
the counties ot Sol~o, Yolo, Sacramento, Sutter~) 
Colusa, Yuba, and Butte, State of Cal1for:ni~. ) 

Application 
No. 2,175 

L. N. BPADSHAW, for Applicant 10 Application No. 2;175 
EA.?..RY A. ZNCELL, tor Beverly Gibson, Applicant in Appli­

cations Nos. 2l9;1~ 23264, and 19969, and protestant in 
Appl. No. 2;178; and for Cal1for~ia-Nevada Stage5~ Inc., 
Applicant in Applications Nos. 19954 and 23271, and pro­
test~t in Application No. 2;198. 

'f.'M. MEINEOt.D, 'ror Southe:on Pac1.f'1c Company ~ prote::l'tnnt 1D. 
Application No. 219;1. 

R. C. LUCAS anc H. D. E!CEA.~S~ tor Pacific Gre~hound Lines, 
Applicant 10 Applications Nos. 23198 and 2;170 ~d pro­
testant in Applications Nos. 21931~ 19954, 2;2~4, and 2,271. 

PONTaINE JOENSON, tor West Sacra:en~o Stage L1ne# ProtestaDt 
in Application No. 2;198. 

EDWARD STERN a.nd R. S. ELLIOTT, for :RB.i1wny Expreos Agency 
1:0 Applies. tions Nos. 21931~ 19954, 2;264, and 2,271. 

Vi. P. RICE and J. W. :KAUFMAN, tor Sutter-IUoa. Clla.Inbor 0'£ 
Com:nerce. 

HUGE: B. BRADFO?.D" City Attorney .. and H. H. JAQ.'O'E~, Pl8J:lll1Dg 
Co~ssion Engineer .. for City ot Sacramento~ 10 Application 
No. 23175. 

E. A. McMnIAN" J. E. EA...~ON .. and :cA...~ SEE, tor Sacramento 
Northern Railway's employees, prote3tants in Application No. 
2;175, and 1otore~ted parties 1n all other appl1e~t1oDs. 

J. E. IAUGENOUR, City A.ttorney# Woodland .. for City ot Wood­
land, Board of Supervioors or Co~ty ot Yolo, Woodland 
Chamber or Com:erce, and Woodland Pact F1od1ng COmmittee, 
interosted parties in all applications. 

w. G. STO~~ .. for SaeramDllto Ch~ber o~ Co~ercc, interested 
p.o.rty. 

GRAYSON PRICE, City Attorney, tor City of Chico, interestod 
party. 

J. F. GOOD, C1t7 Atto~ey~ tor City 01' OrOVille, interosted 
party. 

MA.I~IA!\1J) ?ENND'GTON~ tor ToWIl ot Meridian. 
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s. A'rNOOD MeE:EEE:A...'\, tor Sutter County Far::l Burea.u. 

aUTLEDGE & RUTLEDGE, City Attorneys, by Ralph W. RUTLEDGE, 
tor the City of Col~a. 

RiI:F.Y COMl'J:SSION.c:R: 

OPINION -.------.-
In this application the Sacr~onto Northern Ra1lway has 

requested author1ty to abandon all its existing eloctric train 

passenger 5ervice on thAt part 0: its system 10 the Sacramento 

Valley north of tho sto.t1on of West P1ttsburg, Contra Costa. COUDty. 

This 1llcludes toot part of its ma1:o 11:oe from West Pittsburg to 

ChiCO, together with its branch lines between Sacramento aDd Wood­

land, and between Marysville and Colusa. No request is made tor 

the d1scont1nuance of appl1cant'5 passenger train service between 

West Pittsburg and San Francisco, its street-car serv1ce in Sacra­

mento, Yu'b~ C1t7-Marysv1'lle, IlDd Chico, nor any of its freight 

serv1ce. 

A£ter heariDss ~eld 1D the cities ot sacramento, Chico, 

N~svi11e, Woodland, nnd Col~a, br1e!s were rece1ved on bebAlf' 

of applicaDt and certain protest1Dg labor organ1zations. 

At the 1:oitial hear1ng of tb.is :tatter 1n Sacramento on 

January 25, 1940, there were set for joint hearing the several as­

SOciated applications of Pacific Greyhound Lines and Beverly Gibson, 

two passonger stase earriers s 'eek1.ns certificates tor the enl~6em.ent 

of their respective services in the general territory now served by 

Sacrrunento Northern" and al~o ·,:he applica.tion of the latter to dis­

cont1nue certain of its own passenSer stage operations. Eowever~ 

it was then agreed that hearings on those collateral matters should 

be held 1:0 abeyaDce UDtil the Commission misht dispose of this rail 

&baDdo~Dt application. 
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thc tr~3portatio~ of nsricult~~l pro~ucts. Its p~sseneer train 

s~rv1ce for vaicn sb~do~ent is here =ought conoists of tour rou.~d-

trips daily between West P:!..tts"oU!'S and Sc-cramento I tb.:'ec oot ... lOcn 

Sacramento and Chi.co, two on the Coluso. branch, ::me. oig.."'lt on the 

~oodl~~d br~ch, vdth extra Sunday trips on ouch line. Except upon 

tho V/oodlond br~.nch, the travel is mainly "oj si..~gle or round-trip· 

faros. 1':.1.0 V:oocUand brar..ch travol consists largely of co:::muterc 

~~d school children. 

Sac::-~O!'lto Northor:l 5usti1'ies its application upon 0. S~oVl-

ine of constantly di~inishins passenger train patronage duo to over-

incroao~g travel by private automobile> resulting L~ const~tly 

i..~creastng financial 10=seo annually. Such 103SOS, it claimS, cnn-

not be overcome in the future by ~~y kno;vn ~~d practicable' c~~~ges 

in the form of service rendered. It has shovm vnthout serious dis-

pute that from 1920 to 193P , inclusivc, the nu:.o.ber or passenger:: 

carried decro~3cd ~~~ually fro~ 2,220,000 to 66"000,, while its 

annual gross pa=sengor rovenue was roduced from (i;l,699,902 to 

:)279,oLI.9. For the ni:lo :!:1onth::: T poriod endi.'lg with Septen:.bo!" 19,9" 

tho net operating defioiency, before allowance tor ~~y depreci~tion 

e "''' t 1 ... i . ., 0 000 XpO:ls .... , w .... s 0. cas .... ;? ,. " • ~1.1::: loss is not assignablo to ~~y 

single line sought to "00 ab~~donod> but is nttributable quite eqaally 

to each of the above-described operations. 

T~e burden of thc tc:::t~ony offered in opposition to the 

zr~~ting of the ~pplics.tion w~s o.i:-ec'ted to the possibility of in-

c::oes.oing ps.tror..D.,se by eff'ect~3 imp::oove::nent of service. v'Jitnesses 

from the several oomz:unities served expressed t~e thouz.,'lt thP.t wit:b. 

the milking of r:aj 0::- :i..:=provc:::.cr.. tc on tra.ck!> end e quipI:le:l t" and the 

shortening of r't:: .... "'l...~ine: schedules, passenger patronage would be mate:-i-

D..lly increased. l"1:.oso using the ·~~roodlo..nd bra...~oh line expressed a will­

ingnoss to accept a curtailment of service. The railroad employee 
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representatives contend that a~plicant seeks'to sacrifice the con­

venience of tne public to its own private interest, and thAt it bas 

made a wholly 1Da~equate· ~how1ng to justify the abandon~Dt of part 

of its service without discontinuance of the whole. 

Arter tully con~1der1ng the evidence aDd arguments thus 

presented, we aro forced to the conclusion thAt not only an adequate 

but a very decisive showing h~s boen made by Sacr~ento Northern 10 

support of its app11cation. We need not stop 'to record 1D detail 

the various factors contributing to the almoot complete deflection 

of passenger business away !ro~ this carrier, nor conSider whether 

this may be duo in part to its own failure to ma1ntain service at 

highest stGDdnrds. ~e obvious tact is that the tuturo otters little 

pO~5ib111ty 10deed for the ~o$uscitat1on of passenGer serv1ce on 

these lloes. ~~ste~ and more comfortable serv1ce CaD be attain-

able only by tbe 1nves~ent of tunes beyond the ability of app11-

c~t to obtain for such purpooes, s~d the possibility of e~1ng 

a fair return thereon would be extremely re:ote. 

It is the public convenience an~ nocessity, just as pro­

testants rightfully contend7 not the mere private eODveD1ence o£ 

the app11cant carr1e~wh1ch mu3t gui~e the Co~~=s10n 10 such pro­

coed1og as this. But this ~oes not mean that the f1nanc1~1 ~ocess1ty 

of the carrier =sy be d1oreea~ded. Tho loes to this applic~t 10 

the conduct of 1ts passenger serv1ce is occasioned pr~ily by 

competitive tor=s of transportation. Cont1nued 1035 or patronage 

to the private automobile and to othor carriers would indicate a 

contiDual1y d~ish1ng public necessity tor the service. T.ac 

freight operations of Sac~ento Northern =ay or =ay not endur6~ 

tor they too have been un~rot1table. But we ~1nd little merit 1n 

the argu:ent of prote3t~t~ that one part o~ the business cannot 

legally bo ab&ndoned unless a showing be :ada tor the discontinuance 

o~ the whole. The authorit1 expressl~ committed to this Commission 
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oy law, and long exercised, is to dete~e whether pu~llc necessity 

just~ties the abandonment ot a part as well as the whole ota car­

~ierts operations. Certa1nly the public interest woul~ not be served 

:ore tully oy torcing applicant to disco~t1Due its freight as well 

as its passen6e~ service. 

In the light of thooe racts, and in view ot tho pending 

a.ppl!cat!ons by other carriers contest1ng tor the riSCt to e~large 

their operation within the s~me tiel~, we must conclude that t~e 

public interest justifies the gr~t1ng of this abando~nt app11-

cntion. 

The Commission will proceed pro~ptly with the hear10g and 

doto~ntion or the several applications above reterred to tor the· 

inauguration by other carriers or enlarged passenger stage service 

to the po1nts now served b7 Sacra~ento Northern. Our order graDt1ng 

the application of Sacramento Northern will prov1ee tor the abandon­

ment o~ its rail passenger serv1ce a~ a future date when it may be 

expectod th~t adequate substituted stage servic~ will first have 

been authorized and begun by o~e or both or the parties applicant 

in those proceedings. 

I reco~end the followicg Order. 

Application having been ~de by Sacramento Norther.c Ra1lway 

for authority to discont1nue certain passenger train operations~ said 

application navieg been heard and now being readj tor deciSion, and 

basing this Order upon the tindings and conclUSions expressed in the 

foregOing Op1nion, 

IT IS ER~£BY ORDERED that authority be and it is hereby 

granted to Sacr~ento Northern to discontinue on July 30, 1940, 

unless soonor expressly per--1ttod by the Co~ssion, all passenger 

train service upon and along the following routes: 

-5-



1. :MaiD !'1l::le - cetv/eeD Vlest Pitts'burg~ 1D Contra Costs. 
COUllty ~ aDd Ch.1eo" Butte CO'l.lr.ty ~ and passing tb.ro~ 
tho cities of Saeramento~ Saera=ento County" !Jarys­
ville" Yuba. County" aIld Yuba City" Sutter County; 

2. WoodlaIld Br8J:leh - between Woodland" Yolo COUXlty" and 
Sacr~ento" Sacra~ento County; 

;. Colusa Br8J:leh - 'between Colt:.Ss" Colusa County, and 
Colusa Junction, Sutter County. 

and IT IS EEF.EBY FORTHER ORDERED: 

l. That applicant shall give not less than teD (10) days' 
Dotice to the public or ~a1d abando~nt by postiDg 
notice at each agency station atfected" and upon all 
of its passenger trains aftected. 

2. Tb.o.t a.pplicant sh.a.ll ea.neel~ 1n cOD.for:n.1ty with the 
rules of tee COmmission, all passenger tariffs and 
t~e tables applying to passenger serVice authorized 
to be ab~doDe~ herein. 

or4ered £1led as the OP1nion ~d Order of the PAi1road Com=ission 

of tbe State of California. 

Tone e~fect1vo date of this Order shall be twenty (20) 

days from the date hereof. ~ J 
I v-fi 

Dated at Sa.n Francisco" Ca.lifornia, this ! (.e day of 

A.pril" 194o. 

CommieaioDors 
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