Decision No.

BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION CF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

In the Matter of the Application of
COAST COUNTIES GAS AND ELECTRIC COM-
PANY, a corporation, for authority to
f1lle and meke effective 2 change in
its rate eppliceble to the service of
butane-air gas in the commnity of
Arcata.

Application 23387
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3Y TdE COMMISSION:

OPINION AND ORDER

In this application Coast Counties Gas and Flectric
Company, hereinafter sometimes referred to as Applicant, requests
permission to meke certain changes in the character of its gas
service in the community of Arcata, Humboldt County, end to
withdraw and refile certain of its rete schedules gppliceble in
the territory involved.

Applicant states that at present it is distridbuting
in Arcata 2 bdutane~air gas mixture of a heating value of 550 B.t.u.
per cubic foot and that it now desires to replace this mixture
with one of approximately 1000 B.t.u. per cubic foot.

In Decision No. 32299 deated September 6, 1939 this
Commission granted a similar request of Applicant for the com-
munities of Dunsmuir and Yreka, and the reasons for chenging to
the gas mixture of higher thermal conteat are set forth in de-
teil therein. Also in Decision No. 32833 dated February 2L, 1940
this Commission granted a similer request of Applicant for the
commanities of Calexico, Brawley, and EZ1 Centro. It is suf-

ficient to state here thet it is Applicent’s belief that the




1000 B.t.u. mixture gives better operating results, greater con-
sumer satisfaction and affords certain savings in production
exoenses.

In addition to requesting permission to chenge to a
gas mixture of higher heating velue, suthority is also sought
to express the rates cherged in terms of therms rather them in
cubic feet. In this instence of employing & 1000 B.t.u. gas
mixture a therm will correspond t 100 cubic feet, since a therm
is that quantity of fuel ecuivelent to 100,000 B.t.u.

In accordance with the provisioms of Decisions No. 32299

end 52833 heretofore referred to, Applicant has proceeded with

the substitution of the higher hest contert ges in Dunsmulr,
Yreka, Calexico, Brawley, amd E1 Centro end has been gratified
with the results obtained. Applicant points out that Arcata is
the only remeining community of its system still being served
with 550 B.t.u. gas and in the interest of unirormity desires vo
make the proposed change to the 1000 B.t.u. mixture. It is its
stated belief from past experience that the number of service
cells per customer will be greatly reduced if end when the pro-
posed chenge is made.

Applicemt proposes to meke all necessary adjustment
in its customers' epplisnces and will bear the entire cost of
the cut-over estimated et $1,135.

As a part of the proposed changeover it will be neces~
sary for Applicant to withdraw end cencel and refile certaln of
its presently effective ges rate schedules. Applicant proposes
to withdrew ané cencel Schedule No. 2-B covering domestic end
3enerallservice in Arcata. This schedule is attached to the

application end merked Zxhivit "A." Beceuse of the desire to place




all communities being served with a 1000 B.t.u. butane-air mixture
on the same retes snd on the therm basis, Applicent also requests
permission to withdraw its Schedule No. 1-B, attached to the ap=
plication =s Zxhibit "3," presently applicable in Dunsmuir, Trekas,

Calexico, Brawley and'El Centro. A proposed Schedule No. 1-B per-

talning to domestic and general service end eppliceble to Arcata,

Dunsmuir, Yreke, Calexico, Brawley, and Zl Centro is attached to
and made a pert of the application as Zxhibit "C" znd brings about
the desired changes.

Applicant contends that the proposed retes set forth
in Zxhidit "C" will xnot result in ar increase in billing to any
customers in the territory involved but thet reductions totaling
approximetely $20C per year in Arcata will be afforded.

The Commission is of the opinion that the authorization
requested 1s in the best interests of both the Appliceant and its
customers and should be granted, and further, that a public hear-
ing in the matter is not necessery; therefore, good cause appearing,

IT IS HEREBY ORDZERZD that Coast Counties Ges emd Elec-
tric Company be authorized to imstitute in the commumnity of Arcata
the distridbution of a 1000 B.t.u. butene-zir gas mixture in place
of the 550 B.?t.u. mixture being supplied at the present time, and
that it be permititod to Bill all customers belng served therein
on a therm basis rather than on a cubiec foot basis as at present.

The authorizetion herein grented is subject to the
following conditions and not otherwise:

l. Coast Counties Gas and Zlectric Compeny shell,

coincident with the cut-over to the 1000 B.t.u.

gas mixture, teke meter readings and render

closing bills based on existing rates to all
¢onsumers being served in Arcata.




2.

Appliecant shall withdraw and cancel the followling
presently effective rate schedules. ‘

Schedule Sheets CR.C. No.

1-B Revised 352-G
2-2 T 338-G

Coast Counties Gas and ZElectric Company shall upozn
one (1) day's notice to the Commission meke effec~
tive in Calexico, Brawley, =1 Centro, Dunsmuir,
Yreka, and Arcate Schedule No. 1-B (Revised Sheet
C.ReCo Noo 355~G) as it 1s set forth in Exhibvit "C©
attached to the application. The above schedule
shall be eapplied to all monthly meter reedings teken
subsequent te the changeover to 1000 B.t.u. gas in
Arcata and to all monthly meter reedings teken on
end after Juge 1, 1940 in Calexico, Brawley, =l
Centro, Dumsmuir and Yreka.

The effective date of this Order shsll be the date hereof.

—

Dated at San Freancisco this (é[‘ﬁ/ day of 5“,,':& ,
7




