/
Decision No. i Uéfh 4%7
BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA /Zyz

In the Matter of the application of the CITY )
OF COLTON, a municipal corporstion, for an )
order to widen ™Jn Street crossing of Atehi- )
son, Topeka and . Senta Fe Rallway Compeny in ;
Colton, and for apportiomment of cost.

Application No. 22911,

Waldo Willhoft, City Attorney, for Applicant

Robert Brennon and M. W. Reed, by M. W. Reed, for
The Atchison, Tovexa and Santa Fe Railway Com=
pany, Protestant

BY THEE COMMISSION:

PINIONXN

In the above numbered proceedling, the City of Colton
seeks an order from the Cormission authorizing the widenlnz of the
nJ" Street crossing over The Atchison, Toveka and Santa Fe Rallway
Company's tracks and also the apportiomnment of the costs of this
improveﬁent.

Public hearing in the matter was held vefore Examiner
Ager at Colton on March 19, 1940, at which time it was duly sube
zitted, ard it is now ready for declsion.

The record shows thet "J" Street was laid out as an
80-Toot street at the time the City of Colton was established, in
or about the year 1887, and extends from the westerly city limits
at Rancho Avenue to Eleventh Street, a distance of approximately
one mile. Prior to 1938, about 24 feet of this street was sur~
faced with a light macadam pavement. During the year 1538, 1n
connectlion wlth other street Improvements in tre City of Colton,

wJr Street was lmproved and repaved to a width of 48 feet. Fallure

to agree witk the rallroad company, however, as to the proper allo-

cation of the costs of improving the aetuel erossing ares, has

resulted in a "bottle-reck™ condition heing created at the tracks.

Although the pavement on either side is now 48 feet in width, the

.




erosslng itself still remalins, as originally, 24 feet wide. All
parties are in agreement that a serlous hazard has bheen created by
fallure %o complete the wlidenling project so as to include the actual
erossing.

One of the »drime objectives in effecting the improvement
of "J" Street was to eliminate some oZ the congestion which pre-
sently exists on "I" Street,which is a major highway artery (Fed-
oral Highway Route No. 99), by dlverting some of the local c¢ity
traffic from "I™ Street to ™J" Strect. A 24-hour trarfic count,
commercing at 10:30 A.M. on March lsih, showed s total of 469
automobiles and 126 pedestriens over the crossing. During this
same period there were 12 passenger trains and 38 frelgkt trains
over the crossing. Witnesses testified that the vehicular traffic
would show a substantlisl incresse if the crossing itself were ix-

rroved, there beling a tendency at present 10 not make the maximum

use of the road due to the "bottle-neck” condition previously re-

ferred to.

The rall line involved is tke main line of The Atchlson,
Topeka and Sants Te Rallwey Company detween San Bernardino and Los
Angeles, by way of Fullerton, end is a portion of the linme which 1s
Jolntly used by the Union Pacific Railrosd Company. The volume of
reil traffic Iindicated by the count referred to above is, for all
Practicel »urposes, one-kalf Santa Fe and the other half TUnion
Pacific.

The City of Colton, by ordinance, has lmpoced a speed re-
striction on trains of fifteen miles per hour through the area and
while the view approsching from the east is umobstructed, as is tke
view to the soutk approaching from the west, the stimulation of
traffic, which hes been a direet result of the wldening, warrants the
instsllatlion of eutomatic signal devices in place of the present

fixed sigus.




Although the record shows that "J" Street, at least as a

Paper stroet, wac Iin existence, of an 80-Loot width, prior to the con-

structlon of the lipe of rail=oad invoived herein, the widening of
tae c¢rossing as proposed by the city will be of benerfit both to the
¢ity and the railroad, in the way of eliminating a serious hazerd
whick has been created at the polnt of crossing. In view of this
Tinding, therefore, it would appear that the costs should be divided
equally bYetween the c¢ity and the railrosad.

Careful consideration of the record in +this proceeding
leads to the conclusion that, in the interests of pudlic safety,
the crossing of "I" Street over these tracks stould e widened to
conforn to the paved width of the remainder of the street, and the

following Order will so provide.
ORDE:

Public hearing haviag beon held and the Commission being
fully advised;

IT IS EEREBY ORDERTD that the Clty of Colton is hereby
authorized to widea and improve the crossing of "»J" Street over
The Atchison, Topeke and Santz Fe Railway Comdany's main 1line
{Crossing No. 23-3.2), in the City of Colton, subject %o the fol-
lowing conditions:

(1) The cost of preparing the %racks to receive the
pavement, Including ballast, ties, guard-rail,
stc., shall be borne by The Atchlson, Topeka and
Santa Fe Rallway Company. The actual pvaving
costs shall be borne by the Clty of Coltor.

Said crossing shall be reconstructed equal or
superlor vo the tyde shown as Stendard No. 2 of
our General Order No. 72, and shall be rocon-
structed of a width to conform to that portion
of ™J™ Streot now paved, with tops of ralls
flush . with the pavemeat and grades ol approsch
not to exceed two (2) pexr cent.

The maintenance of those portions of said ¢ross-
ing up to lines two (2) feet outside of the rails
shall »e borne by the City of Colton. The main-
tenance of those portlons of the c¢crossing veltween
lines two (2) feet outside of the rails shall de
borne by The Atchlison, Topexa and Santa Fe Raillway
Conmpanys

-3




Two Standord No. 3 wigwags, as specified in
General Order No. 75-B of this Coumission,

shall be Installed for the provection of saild
crossing of "J™ Street (Crossing No. 23~3.2).
The expense of installing this protection shall
be borne on a basls of rifty per cent (50%) dy
applicant and £ifty per cent (50%) by The Atchi-
sorn, Topexa and Santa Fe Rallway Company. The
maintenance of these signals shall thereafter be
borne by The Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Rall~
way Company.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days there-
after, notify this Commlission, in writing, of
the completion of the improvement of said cross-
ing and of 1ts complionce with the conditions
hereof.

The authorizatlon herein granted shall lapse and
become void if not exercised within one years from
the date herecof, unless further time is granted
by subsegueat order.

The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orders, relative to the locatlon, recon-
structlion, operavion, malntenance and protection
of said crossing, as to it may seem right and
proper, and to revoke its permission If, in its
Judgment, public converlence, necesslty and safety
demand such action.

The effective date of tihis order shall bde twenty (20)
days from the date hereof. ' Oei/
Dated at San Francisco, Celifornia, this:=z Z day

of %ﬁﬁl , 1940.
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