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Decision NOsw:

BIFORE TEZ RATILROAD COMMISSION OF THEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Lpplication of
LRVIN RICEARDSON for = certificate
of pudblic convenience znd necessity
t0 operate & pudblic utility water
systen and for authority to cherge
consumers for &omestic and ixrige~
tion service. ‘

Application No. 22757

T A N Pl sl oD o P N NS

Arvin Richerdson, iz propria persone

3Y TEZ COMMISSION:

Tz this procecding A.rvin Richardson, operating & watér
system under the fictitious firm name and style of Mese ACTeS Tater
Company, aSk3 the comissio:‘: 0 grant him a certificate of pudblic
convenience and necéss:&.py p7el o'.perate a3 & public utility in a terri-
tory comprising soxe 1,500 .e..c:res, situate Tive miles oasterly of
the City of Bakersfield in Xern County. The Commission is also
asked 1o establish rates. .

A public hearing in this metter ‘was held before
Examiner Stava at Bakersfield.

The evidence shows that in 1929 a water system was
installed by L. P. Sorensea in e portion of tais district, in con-
pection with the cubdivision of & tem~acre tract of land snd opor-
ated as & mutual plant by water users until the year 1$34. In that
year spplicart accuired snd operated the systenm under a written
agreement entered into with the stockhélders and ¢onsumers. Taere-—
artei' :'roni time Lo timo the water system was exterded dy epplicant
to adjoining and mearby subdivisions upon the réquest oX the owaers |

thereof. The weter works now comsiste of taree wells, a concrete
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reservoir, 120,000 gallons in capacity, three smell pressure tonks R

and 27,000 feet of distridution mains, ranging in size from 2 to 8
irches in diameter. Owing to the veriations ir elevation of the
strict served, the distridution system is divided into two zomes.
The upper‘zone is supplied with water from “wo or.the taree wells
end is distiidbuted to the consumers by & pressurTe tamk system. The
surplus weter yielded by these wells flowg into the concrele. resexr-
voir and thence +o the lower zone by gravity. wWater from the upper
wells is very soft in quality, dut the third well located in the
low zome produces & water so hard as 1o de unsamisractory'withéux
vlexding, for which reason it is used Tor domestic purposes only

when the demand for water exceeds the supply from the soft water
wells. Surplus water, when available, iz furnished for field irri-

gation from the hard water well.

mhere are now 140 consumers. The properties served
vaery from average'residential lots to parcels of se#eral aCreS.
water is furniskhed primerily for domestic purposes. The charges
are largely on a flat rate basis of three dollars per month for
premises concisting of ome house and a lot frontage of 60 feet or

less, and four dollars per month Lor & house upon & lot of gréater
frontage. 4 further cherge of ome exnd one-ball dollars per month
is zmade for each additional house on the lot. Veters heve been Ln-

atelled on & few services. The system as a wholo is poorly designed.
The efficiency of pumping operations is unreasonadly low. Applicant.
hes agreed to remedy these conditions and testified that he also

fntends to 6rill a mew well at & lower elevation in an attempt 1O
intercept the soft wester sirate.

Applicant had no records o2 the plant iavestment or
the operating expenditures. Mr. J. C. Tutkin, one of the Commission's
eagineers, presented a report whick showed the estimated originel |
cost of the system to be $28,35% as of December 22, 1939, and the
estimated annual opersting expenses under present con@itiq#s for
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the immediate future as $4,200, including ap ellowance for deprecie~

tion of $570. Revenues for the year ending December 31, 1939, amounted
to 34,135, |

The existing flat rate charges do not provide for the
bresent diverse classes of demand and have resulted in . -inequelities |

and discrimination in charges. The new Tlat rate schedule established

in the Tollowing Order will distridute the costs more uni‘ormly in
accordance with actual water consumption. Tater in large qpanxities
has been furnished for irrigation use to some of the acreage parcols
vhen not reguired for domestic use. This water comes from the herd
water well and not being availeble at all times upon dexmand is not
considered or intended to be provided as a regular class of service.
However, the evidence shows that the present chargo'or'ls cents pexr
hour's run of the pup for ¢xop irrigation actually results in the
sele of this‘water at a charge ac¢tually less thar its cost of produc-
tion. A more reasonsble rate for this “ype of service would be
30 cents to 35 cemts per hour. It is not the intent of this declsion
TO prevent the sale of surplus water; however, irrigetioz water should
not be furnished ecither at the expemse or to the detriment orf ke
domestic consumers. As soon as the additional water.is'developed and
the xain capacities ere properly increased, an irrigation rete should
then be filed to cover such service.

The area for wkich & certificate iz requested embdbrzces -

1,500 acres of land. The cheracter of these properties varies from

sage brush lends to cultiveted Tields, citrus groves and homosites.
Applicantts s?stem.now extends over approximately 300 acres. Tive
matval water companies,or associations, also ¢operate within the 1,500
acres and generally furrish both domestic and irrigetion water to a
total of 370 acres. These mutual concerns operate Iln tracts which
bave been subdivided into parcels of from one to ten acies,»dovotod
mainly to walnux and oiﬁrus culture. Set out below is a list showing
these mutual orgenizations, the acreage and nurber of consumers served
by each:
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Sexrvice Area Number of |
in Acres! © Consumers

Xorn lesa Mutual Water Compeny . 25
Gaxden Acres Tract Water Company 7
Sunshine Tract Water Company 20
Loma FPark Water Company :

dagunden Water Compexy

Name of Company

Total

At the hearing held in this proceeding protest was mede
by representatives of the Xorn Mesa Mutual Water Compeny, Susshine
Tract Water Company,and Loma Park Water Compery, against granxing
to applicent a certificate exbracing thelir respective operating
. districts, meinly upon the grounds that adequate service is already
being provided therein. EHowever, represertatives of the Garden.kcres
Tract Water Compeany and Nagunden Water Company asked that the tracts
supplied by them be included in applican&’s certificated area and
requested spplicant to extend its domes;ié service %o the residents
of thelr tracts as soon as possidle. The owners of 295 acres of lend,

now in acreage but ebout to ve subdivided, testified that their proper-

ties will require water from applicant in the near fulure a3 soon as
subdivided and pleced upon the market for sale. |

Tn reviewing the evidence and testimony presented in
this proceeding it is cleer that public convenience and necessity
has been established th:opghouz the requested territory except &as €O
thoge areas now'p}ovided with watgr by the protestigg.mntual viater
companies and withinvthaﬁ'certa;n other district comprising approx-—
imately 300 acres of lend now under cultivation for the production
of asgricultural ¢rops for which no present nor immediate future desire
tor domestic water service wes. indicated.

Tnder the circumstances, therefore, applicant will be
granted a certificate of public cornvernlence an&\necessity to cover
the lands now being served by him, together wit& the additiorzal lands

for which waeter service has been requested by the landowners or the
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mutuel water compenies, but excluding, bowever, those lenlds now Sup~
Plied with weter by the three protesting mutual water companies,—-
Kern lMessa Mutuel Water Company, Garden Acres Tract Water company, .
azd Sunshine Tract Weter Compeny, and also excluding the aforesaid
300 seres more or less of cultivated agricultural lands for which

no domestié veter service Is desired at this time.

Applicant presented evidence that he has procureld the
necessary opereting permits for pipe lire cozstruction and mainte—
nsnce Irom the County of Xern.

The schelule of rates established in the following Order
provides for a drastic reduction in the existing charges which were
conceded to lack uniformity 2ad to be basically too high. The follow-
ing schedule is fair amd just under existing conditions amd ¢omperes

favorebly with similer charges for the same generel c¢lesses of service
in this sectionm of the stote.

Applicetion ez entitled adove having beem riled with
the Reilroed Commission, a public hearing kaving been aeld thereon,
the matter having beern duly submitted and the Commission now being
Tully advised 4in the premises,

The Reilroed Commission of the State of Celitornie
beredy decleres that public convenience and necessity :requiré fhe
operatior of & water system by Arvin Richardsor in those ceri'rain
portions of Sections 25, 26, 35 and 36, Township 29 South, Renge
28 Bast, M. D. B. & M., loceted sbout five miles east of the City of
Bekersfield and more specifically d:;escribed as Tollows:

Beginning at the northwest (NW) corzer of the
south helf (S%) of the mortk half (W) of Section
26, Township 29 South, Range 28 Zest M.D.B.& X.,
2nd running eest slong the center line of the
querter secvion to the center line of Sterling
Roed, thence south along The center line of
Sterling Roed to the northwest (NW) corner of the
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southeest quarter (SEZ) of seid Sectior 26,

being the intersection of Sterling and Nile
Streets, thence esst along the quarter section

line (center lime of Nile Street}, to the

northwest (NW) cormer of the soutkeast querter
(SE%) of said Section 25,(being the iatersection

of Nile and Sunset Drive); thence soutk (S) along
the quarter section line (center lire of Sunset
Drive) ©o the south (S) doundary of seid Section

25 (Center lime of Piomeer Drive); thence eest (%)
elong the section lire (center line of Pioneer
Drive) to tke center lime of Park Drive; thence
south {S) along the cexnter line of said Park.

Drive to the northeast (NE) corner of the southwest
quarter (SWe) of the northeast quarter (NEX) of
Section 36;-thence west (W) along the center line
of the querter section to the northwest (NW) cormer
of the southeast gquarter (SZ2) of the northwest
quarter (NWZ) of Section 36; thence zorth (N) aloxg
the centor line of the quarter section to the center
line of Pioneer Drive; thence west (W)along the

centexr line of Ploneer Drive to the center line

of Feirfax Drive thence south (S) along the center
line of Fairfex Drive to the north boundery of the
Tight of way of the East Sile Canel; thence in a
northwesterly direction along the north boundary
oL the right of way of the East Side Canel to the
center line of Sterling Road; theace north (XN)
along the center lise of Sterling Roed to the.
north boundary of the right of way of the Southern
Pacific Railrcad; thence northwesterly along the
north boundary of said Southern Pacific Railroad
right of way. to the west boundary of Section 35:
thence north (N) along section lines to the point
of bogirnming. And, in addition thereto will
include that parcel of twenty-five (25) acres

more or less, delineated as follows:

Beginning at a point om the quarter section line

and approximately 660 feet east of the center

point of Section 36,--being the northeast corner

of the property of the Southern Celifornis Tdaison
Company, and thence east (E} along the quarter
section line approximately 1,320 feet to the east
boundery of the tenw-acre lot and thence south (S)
along the east doundery of the said ten~acre lot

to the north (N) doundary of the right of way of
the Southern Pacific Railroad and thence in a
northwesterly direction elong the north boundery

of the right of way of the Southern Pacific Railroad
TC the east boundary of property of the Southern
Celifornie Edison Compeny ard thence north (N) along
the east boundary of the Southern California Edison
Compeny to the point of beginning.
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IT IS ZEREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public comven-
lence and necessity be and it is hereby gremted to Arvin Richardson .
to operate a public utility umnder the £irm name end style of Mesa |

AceTes Water Compeany for the sale and distribution of water within
the territory hereinebove describded.

IT IS EEREEY TURTEER ORDERED thet Arvin Richerdson be amd
he is hereby authorized and directed to file with this Commission
withia thirty (30) deys from the date of this Order, the following

schedule of rates to be charged for all weter service rendered to

his consumers subsequent to the 3 /o éey ot?@gggk;, 1940.

RATE SCEEDULE
FLAT RATES

Each house, flat, epartmert or cabin of
three rooms or lees*..C...-l...-.-‘.C'O.-..JGI.0.. V 31.30

Per Month

Zech house, flet, apartmenz or c¢abin of more than
three rooms, for each 2dditionel TOOMececscccccess 10

Each b&thtub or toilet.-'.....'-lI..OC.'............... .15
‘P-est&ura-ntsbﬁ...-..'..‘...-....'.‘.-..........-......... 32.00 - $5.°0
Storesoocoooo.O..o,o0Oo-..oo-...-..000.........0....... $1050 - $2050
Ridins Ac&demy...........-.-..-o..‘-..-;........-........ $2o°°
Desert coolers (charges t0 be made during months of |

use which will Ye considered as being the months

of June to September inclusive unless the cooler

is disconnected and the compeny is so notifiel):

Circm-&tins tme.......O.‘.Q...'......l‘...‘
NOn—Cil‘cul&ting ty’pe-..--co...---...-..-..-

Irrigetion of Lewns, shrubs, flowers and gerdexs,
cherged each month of the years..

First 500 square feet OT leSSecsecceccccaccres
Next 4,500 square feot, per 100 square feet...
Qver 5,000 square feet, per 100 sguare feet...

Notes:*Excludes auto courts or camps which shall
be served under moter rates.




VETZER RATES

Monthly Minimum Cherges: Por Vonth

5/8 inch meter P O N Y T T LYY, $l-75
3/4 inck meter. Y Y Y X N I T I Yy 2.00
L Inch MOtOT evcvoccrvcsccccnrococvesccens 2.25

li inch meter [LE R YRR ENENERERENEREYENFY FEY X FEE ) 3.00
2 inch meter

LN N I N A N N NN WA NN NERENEYYNYNY ) 4.00

Zach of the foregolirg ™onthly Minimum Charges™ will
entitle the consumer to the quentity of water whick thet monthly

minimum c¢harge will purchase at the following "™Monthly Qpénxity
Rates": '

Monthly Quantity Rates:

First 700 cubic feet Or 1eSScececescescecea 51.75
Next 5,300 cubie feet, per 100 cubic feet.. «20

ALY over 6,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet.. .15

IT IS EERZZY FURTHER ORDERED es follows:

l. Thet within tairty (30) days from the dete
? this Order, Arxvin Richardson be aznd ke
is hereby directed to submit to this Commis-
sion for its approval Zour sets of rules ard
reguletions governing relations witk his
consumers, eack set of which shall ¢ontain &
suitadle map or sketch, drawn to an indicated
scale, upon & skeet spproximately 8" x 11w
in size, delineating thereupon in distinctive
markings the bournderies of the suthorized
service cres herelinebove described and the
location thereof with referemce %0 The sSur=
rounding territory, provided Lfurther, however,
“hat such map or sketek shell not theredy de
considered by this Commission or any other
Public body as a fimal or conclusive doter-
minetion or estadlishment of the dedicated
area of service, Or any portion thereof.

That 4trvin Richeardson shall file witk this
Commission, within sixty (60) days from the
date of this Order, four copies of a compreo-~
hensive map, dravn to an indicated scele of
no% less than 600 feet to the inch, upon
which shall be delineated by appropriate
markings the various tracts of lend in the
territory for which the cextificate is
granved herein; this mep should be reeson=-
ably acceurate, show the source and date
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thereot, and sufficlient date to determine
clearly and definitely the location of the
various properties comprising the entire
utility area of service.

Tor all otker purposes the effective date of this
Order shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof.
Dated at Q___gu_,_\_ h_;dxc.zg. @, Colifornies, this _ -/ “ day

or Q'd ad} ’ 19400




