
Decision No. -----
BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF 'mE STA'l'E OF CAL!!"ORNIA 

In the Matter 0'£ t.b.e Application or the ) 
SOUTHERN PACI~IC CO~&~ for ~ order ) 
authorizi~ it to close 1t~ sea~o~l ) 
ag~cy of Aptos Station, County or Santa ) 
Cruz, Sta.te of Cal1tor:ois., and to ma.1n- ) 
t~in the· ~~e a~ a non-agency. ) 

R. s. MYE..~, tor Appli CIJ.:l.t. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

o PIN I 0 II! .... --- ... ~ .... 

Application No. 22871 

Applicant, Southor~ Pacific Company, ~s mAde ap~l1cation 

r6~ue5t1ng authority to close its seasonal ageocy of Aptos St~tion 

in Santa. Cruz CountY' ::l:O.d. to maints.1n sa::.e as a non-:lgeney station. 

A public nea.ring wao held in t::is matt~r 'before :E:xa:Un~r 

plS.lc:.u1st at Santa. Cruz, Calitornia" on MaY' 3" 1940" :lot which time 

the matter was d.uly submitted. 

A brier rev1ew of the history o~ t~e Aptos Station agency 

discloses t:b.a.t Southern Pacific Company mi:lta.!.ned. a. pt3.rt-ti:nc 

agency at this stat!.on and the s.djo1:ling station o! Capitola" 3-

di$tanc~ of 3.1 miles west, during the period. from YAY l6" 19;4, to 

June 28, 1937, at which time both 3tations were restored. to ~l­

~1:ne agencies_ On October 29, 19;7, tb.e compa.nj filed notice, 1n 

accord.an:e with the prOvisions of the CoJm:l1$3io:o.' s General Order !;o. 

;o-B, o! ite intention to di~eontinue tb.e freight and pa3~enger 

agency at Aptos Station effeetive Dec~er 1" 19;7" and that tAere­

~tter it propos~d to operate the station on a seasonal basis tro~ 

approx~tely June 1 to apprOXimately Novenber ;0 ot each year. 

Appl:tcant now contends that U'!lder pre~ec.t cone.:t tiona t~ 

business bAnd10d at said Aptos Stat1ondoe= not warrant the ~n­

tonance 0'£ an agency during the rema1n1:Cg months or the year, !lame­

ly" appro7.ittntely J~ 1 to Novembor ;0, and ~ere!ore re~est5 itz 

d.iscont1n~ce as a =ea30~ agency station until outt1c1ent trattic 

5b.a.ll have been developed to ju:stity maintaining an ageney at said 

point. 
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· • · • 

The amount ot traffic bandl$~ at the Apt03 Station 

during the six mon.t::o.z period or June to Nove:nber" 19;8" and 19;9, 

1:s as t'ollo'Wz: 

. 
• S1% : Average: S1x : Average 
; Months : Per : Montha : Per 

· • · · ; ______ I~T~E_M~ __________ ~:~1~9.39~~: __ ~~~o~n~th~~:~1~9~2§~~:~~Mo~n~t~h~: 

FREIGm EECEIVED .Ala> 
FORV{ARDED: 

Carlo-a.d.~ - Car30 
Carl«l.d revenue - I,oeal* 
Carload revenue - 1nterl1ne 
Less-tban-carload rev~ue -

Local·:a­
Less-tb.a:c.-carlo:ld. r~venne ~ 

Interl!.ne 

PASS~GER'S AND REV'ENOE: 
Agenc~ Report8 - 2a~scnger5 
Age~c1 Report~ - Rev~ue 

MI SCEtIJ.l.\E:OUS: 
Baggage hanOlod - pieces 
West.ern "Onion Mesza.ges 
Milk a.nd. Cream - ; Cans 
:Milk and Croam - . Reven.ue 

~2,o~ $ 
~ 100 ;~ 

~ 
'tit ;,6 -$ 

$ 105 ~. 

.~ 

16 ill 22 
400 $;, $ 520 
17 -
59 $ 480 ~ 

Of! 80 
l8 . $ 59 $ 10 

(Non.e) 
(None) 

(None) 
(None) 
(None) 
(None) 

* For the ite::l.S ot local freight revenue the amounts :shown 
repre=~t one-half ot the actual revenue 1n ord.er t.o allo­
cat.e or c~ed1t to tb1s station. it= ·~roportion. or reve=ne 
derived. therefrom. 

Attention is ca.lled. to the tact t:o.a. t the revenues shown 

in the above statement include those derived. ~m less-than-earload. 

traffic handle(j. to and trO::l. tJ:ns point "o~ the Pacific Motor 'l'ruck1ng 

Compti.n'Y 303 we,ll as the Sout:o.ern Pacific Conpany. 

The est1mated cost to a.pplicant of ~:o.tai:o'ng the agency 

at Aptos Statio:o. dur1:o.g the s::.x months period. trom June to Novem'J:)er" 

1nclus1 ve~ is ~896. Tb.13 amoi.Ult repro~ent3 ws.ge item oDJ.y, based 

on. an 8-hour day and :l. total of 154 world%lg days dur1:c.g the al4 

:1lOnths period. 

Applicant ca.lled atte:c.t1o:'J. to the :fact tba.t at the present 

time there is no passenger service on the llne operating through 

Aptos~ n.o~ 1$ there $.:0.'1 ?.a.11wSl.1 Exp~ess Agency bu.s1nes:s. ~d.led b~ 

Southern F'ac1t1c Company 1n 30M out or this point. Le35-ti::l.s.n.-carlotl.d. 
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tratt1e to and. from Aptos i:J now hand.led by the ?aeitie Motor 

'l'rucking Company" nth t'.ppro~.ma.telY n1nety-:f'1ve per cent ot 1t 

reeeiV1ng~tore-door piekup ,~ delivery-
, ' 

All o! these arrange-......... ' 

:nents would be continued and. .zame would be u:c.a!teeted by the a.'ban-

donment o! the ageney at this etat1on. 

At the prc3ent time the key to the :freight house is lett 

in cha::oge of a custodian at Aptos who proV1de~ aece:::.s tor shippers 

receiving cr to-rwa:d.1ng le~s--;b.s.n-earlo8.d. trat1"1c via the Southern 

?ac1tic Company. Tbe Companj ma.1nta1n~ a. tree telephone at sa,id. 

sta.t,i on tor patrons de siring to cOI:!mrm1ea te With the exist1ng 

a.gencies on e1tber side" Wa.tsonville Junction" 12.2 miles east" and 

Capitola; ;.1 m11es west. 

'!wo witnesses 1ntrodueeci te~timonj protesting tho grant­

ing ot the applica.tion. A =u.::m:.ary of to.i:s, ta3timony 1:lc1iea.tes that 

the services rendered by the Pacit1c Uotor Trucking Company in per­

!or::1ng store-door piemp a:o.d delivery of less-than-earload traft1e 

were 5atistaetory; that an a.gent is required part-time only du.r1:c.g 

certe.1n mO:l.ths 0'£ the year to look after the transporta.tion needs 

of shippers having carloa.d busincs&; that the preVious arrangement ," 

Whereby an agent was on duty part-t1me at Aptos and pa.rt-time a.t 

Capitola met their requirements; that it was entirely satisfactory 

to other shippers; and t:a.a.t they felt they were entitled to th1s 
. (1)" 

consideration. 

Applicant tezt~tied that certain Labor Board rUlings 

require tbe carrier to pay ~ll-time compensation at eaeh station 

(1) During t:ae s1X mo:o.tils period !ro:n June to November" 19;9, 62 
care were forwarded aDd ;4 ear a received &t t~3 po~t. ~ 
ear3 forwarded eo:c..s1sted of 58 cars of apples and. 4. ears or 
Vinegar" with tbe number of csr3 ot apples per :nonth as !o~­
low~: 

Month 

Augtlst 
September 
October 
No-ver::a."oer 

Total 

Ca.rs Forwa:rded 

1 
26 
2~ -



Where an a.gent is on duty part-t1me a.nd. Q,S a result of this order, 

the average montb.ly cost to applicant tor ms.intai:c.1llg a. part-t1!lle 

agency a.t th13 8tat!on hereatt~r would be $149 tor wage item o:o.l-y" 

as re!lected in its e:Ud"o1t. In response to 8. query appl1cB:lt 

3tated. tJlat the measu...'"1..:cg stick used. in d.eter:n1.n1ng whether or not 

s. pa:-tieular agency should 'be abandoned was the use of the a.gency 

by the patrons of tho eO:t:l;>any; that in this 1:utance there wa3 no 

passenger service on the line operat!.:og through Aptos; and. tlla. t 

less-carload tra.tfic wa.s being handled by l:'.M.T. truck" thereby 

limiting the use ot the a.gency to .s!l1ppers ha.v1ng ca.rload business. 

Applicant further testified. that traffic req~ement3 at t~s po~t 

would be kept und.er surve!lls:o.ce and that in the event tA1s appli­

ca.tion was gra:c.ted it would have traffic me:o. visit the territory 

frequently and. thus be prepared. to look after the transportation need.s 

or the commun1ty. 

A review or t:l:le record. indicates tbat public need. tor the 

agency service is l1lnited to :shippers :ila.V1ng carload bu:s1:o.es,s atKi 

t:oat the comps.:c.y ba$ proVided :free telephone service for its pa.tl"On:l 

to com:t!.'tl.:l1c3.te -.:t1 th the e:d.sting agencies on e1 ther .side. However. 

tile c1.e:r.and..s 0'£ protestant;,::sh1ppers 1:0. requesting a. co:::::pa.:c.y repre­

.sentative to look after their tr&n~portation neede are not unreason­

able, in tact, such ~ervice 1.s expected ot any tran.sportation com­

pa.:o.y t:aa. t e~ects to s'Ilrvi ve in tb.1z day $lld a.ge. 

On consideration o! a'll the tact:! of record in this :mat­

ter and 08.,,:tng our eoncl'l:..s10m on the preceding opin1on" we :raust 

eo:cclude tha.t the public interest justi1'ie.s granting applicant'.s 

requ.e5t. It 13 understooe., however, tll8.t the SoutAern Ptlc1t'ic Com­

pany w:tll be expected. to hs.ve a. traffic represen~8.t1ve visit this 

territory trequently, tb.a~ the grant1ng of t!li:lappl1cat1on 1.s 'W1tll­

out prejudice to the eo:cm:.m1ty of Aptos, 3:0.40 that it condition.s 

just1:y, the :na.tter will be reopened for turt:c.er eon.s1derat10n. 

1','1 
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ORDER ..... .--- --
Public hearing having been held in tae above-entitled 

proceeeing a.nd the ma.tter baV1ng bee:o. duly ~u.bm1tted, 

I~ IS EEREBY OP.:oERW that s.ppl1Ca:l.t, Southern Pacitic 

Company, be authorized to s.baDdon its agency !Jtation at-Aptos, 

Santa. Cru.z County, Cs.lifor;da., and to change its ~ts.tion records 

and tarift~ seeord1ngly, snbjeet to the tollow1ng coDdit1ons: 

(1) Applicant =ball cont1nue said station as a uon­
agency station. 

Southern Pacific Company zhall store les$-than­
earl08.d treigb.t s1li:pments under lock in company's 
wareJ:l.ou:le, and the re.:.lroad telephone loeatod at 
sa.id station shall be made availa.ble to its patroXl.:l. 
The keys to ·coth ware1louse am tele:pllone shall be 
obtainAble fro:n a. eu~tod1tm located at or near M.1d 
stat~on and notices advising ~ippers where the key 
'IfJtJ.y be zect7.rcd. 3b.a.ll be ma.1nta1:led at 'both warehOuse 
and. telophone. 

Appll.cant 3ha.ll ~ thin ~1rt:r <,0) d8.ys thereafter 
noti1'y t!l.1s CoXl:Qli.ssion, in w.rit1ng, ot the a.bandon­
ment ot the facilities authorized berein ~ 01' its 
compliance Wi t::c. the condi t10llS hereor. 

The author1za.t~o:c. herein gra.:lted a.hall l:l.?se a.:c.d 
become void it not exerc~s6d w1tb1:o. one (~) year 
from the date hereof unless fUrther t~e is grant~ 
bj sUbsequent order. 

For all other pttrposes the etr.oct!. ve date o! th:1 s ol"der 

eball be tw~ty (20) .days from the date hereof. 
')/' tr 

Da.ted a.t Sa:o. Pranc1sco~ Oal1forn18." th1s ~""""-J--- day or • 
~4t ,,1940. 

r 
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