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Decision Noe. S LA

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of the
SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an order

authoriziag it %o close its seasonal
agency of Aptos Station, County of Sants Application No. 22871

Cruz, State of California, and to maln-
tain the zame asz a non-agency.
R. S. MYERS, for Appiicant. @/ZZZ]
BY THE COMMISSION: ¢ @/fyﬁ
QRINION bﬂl
Applicant, Soutizoeran Pacific Company, has made application
requesting suthority to close its seasonal agency of Aptos Station
in Santa Cruz County and to maintain same as 2 non-agency station.
A public bearing was keld In thals matter before Exarinon
Malculst at Sants Cruz, California, on May 3, 1940, at which time
‘the matter was duly submitted. |
i briel review of the history of the Aptos Statlion agency
discloses that Southern Pacific Company maintained a part-time

agency at this station and the adjoining station of Capitols, a

dfstance of 3.1 miles west, Guring the period from ¥ay 16, 1934, to

June 28, 1937, at which time both stations were restored to fulle
tizme agencies. Om Octover 29, 1937, the company filed notice, in
accordance with the provisions of the Commission's Gencral Order XNo.
%6~B, of Lts intention to discontinue the rrcisb.ﬁ and paszsenger
agency av Aptos Station effective December 1, 1937, and that theroe~
alfter Lt proposed to operate the station on a2 seaszonal basis from
approximately June 1 to approximately Novexder 30 of sach years
Applicant now contends that wader present conditions the
business handled at salid Aptos Station doec not warrant the main-
tenance of an agency during the remaining months of the year, name-~
1y, approximotely June 1 to Novembor 30, and therefore regquests its
discontinuance as a scasonal agency station until sufficlent traflfic

shall have been developed to Justify maintaining an agency &t saild
point.




The amount of traffic handled at the Aptos Station
during the six months period of Jume to Novexbver, 1938, and 1939,

13 a3 follows:

Average Average
Per i Per

ITEX Month %8 ¥onth

FREIGHET RECEIVED AKD
FORWARDED:

Carlosds = cars 16
Carload revenue = Locals 32,8 3 LB
Carload revenue - Interline 5 w47
Loss=-than~=carlond revesue - :

Locals ’ 59
Less~than«carload revenud -

Interline $ 105 . 18-

PASSENGERS AND REVENUE:
Agency Revorts - Sassengers (None)
Agency Reports -~ Zevexus (Noxre)

MISCELLANEQTS: _

Bazsage handled -~ pieces (Nome)
Western Union Nessages (None)
MLlx and Cream - Caonas (None)
¥ilk and Croam - Revenwe (None)

i For the 1tems of local freisht revemmie the amounts shown
reprosent one-half of the actual revenus in order to allo-
cate or credit to this station its nroporuion of revexnue
derived therefrom.

Attention 1s called to the fact that the revenues shown
1n the sbove statement include those derived from less-Shan-carlosd
traffic handled to and Ifrom this point Dy the Pacific Motor Trucking
Company as well as the Soutaern Pacific Co:ﬁpany.

The estimated ¢coat to applicant of malntalining the agency
at Aptos Station during the six months period from June to Novexbdor,

inclusiva: 23 5896. This amount represents wage item only, based

on an 8-nour day and a tofal of 154 working days during the six
months period.

Applicant called attention to the foet that at the present
time there 13 no passenger service on the line operating through
Aptos, ﬁo:- 1s there any Rallway Ixpress Agency business b.and.léd by
Southern Pacific Coumpany in and out of this point. Less-than~carload
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traffic to and from Aptos is now handled by the Pacific Motor
Trucking Company, with approximately ninety-five per cent of it

recoivﬁ.ng ,stqre-dobr pickup snd delivery. All of these arrange-

ments would be contimued and same would be wnaffected by the aban~
donment of the agency at this station.

At The prosent time the key to the ZfLreight house 43 loft
in charge ofaL custodian at Aptos who provides access Lor shippers
receliving ¢ forwarding less-lthan-carload traffic via the Southoerzn
2acitic Company. The Company maintains a free telephone at said
station Lor patrons desiring ¥o commnicate with the existing
agencies on either side, Vatsonville Junction, 12.2 miles east, and
Capitola, 3.l miles west.

Two witnesses Introduced testimony protesting the grant-
ing of the application. A summary of this testimony indicates that
the services rendered by tke Pé.ci.:ic Motor Trucking Company in per—
forzing store=door pickup and delivery of less~than-carload traffic
were satisfactory; that an agent Is required part-time only dnring
cortain months of the year to look after the transportation needs
of shippers having carload business; that the previous arrangeuent
whereby an agent was on duty part-~time at Aptos and part-time at
Capitola met their requirements; that it was entirely sa.tisfactoz-y’
to otner saippers; and that they felt they were entitled to tals
consideration. () , |
Applicant testified that certain Labor Board rulings

require the carrier to pay full-time coxpensation at each station

(1) During the six moaths period from June to November, 1939, 62
cars were forwarded and 3L cars received at this point.
cars forwarded comsisted of 58 cars of apples and ! cars of
vinegar, with the number of cars of apples per month as fol-
lowaz:
Month Cars Forwarded

Auguast 1l
September . 26
October Zg
November _©

Total 58




where an agent is on duty part-time and &3 a result of thais 6rder.
the average montaly cost to applicant for maintaining a part-time
agency at thls station hereafter would be L9 for wage item onlj,
a3 reflected in its ezhioit. In response to a query applicant
stated that the mes.su.:'ing stick used in deteormining whether or not
8 particular agency should be abandoned was the use of the agoency
by the patrons of the company; that in thalis instance there was no
passenger service on the line operating throuzh Antos; and that
less~carioad traffic was being handled dy F.M.T. truck, theredy
liniting the use of the agency to shippers having carload buainéss.
Applicant further testified that traffic requiremeats at this point
would be kept under survelllaace and that in the event tais appli-~
cation was granted 1t would have traffic men visit the territory

frequently and thus be prepared to look after the transport&tion needs
of the communitye |

A roview of the record indicates that pudblic rneed for the

agency service 1s limited to shippers naving carload business and
that the company has proﬁ.ded Iroe Telephone service for its patrons
to commuxnicate with the existing agencies on either side. However,
the demsnds of protestant:shippers in requesting & company Topre~
aentative to lock after thelr transportation needs are not ﬁnreason—
able, in fact, such service is expected of any transportation com-
Pany that expects to survive in this day and age.

On con..idera.tion of all the racts of record .x.n this mate-
ter and basing our oonclu.siom on the procoding opinion, we mast
conclude that the public interest Justifies granting applicant's
request. It is understood, however, that the Soutaern ?acific‘Com-
pany will be expected To have a traffic representative visit thls
territory frequently, that the granting of thisapplication 1s withe
out prejudice to the cormmmity of Aptos, and that 1f conditions

Justily, the matter will be reopened for furtner consideration.
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Public hearing having becfn held in the above-entitled
proceeding and the matter having been d.u;l.y submitted,

I7 IS HEREBY ORDERED that appiicant, Southern Pacific
Company, be authorized to abandon 11:;'4 agency station at-Aptos,
Santa Cruz County, Califormisa, and to change its station records
and tariffs accordingly, subject to the following conditlons:

(1) Applicent =hall continue sald station as a none
agency station. '

(2) Southern Pacific Company shall store less-than-
carload freight saipments under lock in company'!s
warenouse, and the railrosd telephone located at
sald station shall be made avallable to its patronse.
The keys to both warehouse sand telephonse shall be
obtaineble from a custodian located at or near sald
station and notices advising shippers woere the key
may be secured sxall be malntained at both warebouse
and teleophone.

Avplicant shall within thirty (%0) days thereafter
notify this Commission, in writing, of the abandon-
ment of the facilities authorized herein and of ILts
compliance with the conditions hereof.

(L) The authorization herein granted shall lapse azd
become void 4if not exercised within one (1) year
from the date hereof unless further time is granted
by subsequent order.

Tor all other purposes the effective date of this order

ghall be twenty (20) .days from the date hereof.
o~
Dated at San Francisco, Californla, this 2[ c;ay of

h/L/Jll » 19]4-00 )
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