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Decision No. ~rsdidd

BEFORE TEZ RAILRO.D COMMISSION OF.TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTIA

In the Matter of the Application o the
CITY OF RIALTO for permission to construct
a . crossing at grade over the tracks of The
Southern Pacific Railroad on Riverszide
Avenue in the City o2 Rialto, County of
Sen Bernardino, State of California.

Application
No. 23258.

L e o g

R. E. Eodge, City Attorney, for the City
o Riealto

C. W. Cornell, for Southern Pacific Con~-
pany, Protestant

Walter V. Pittman, for Third Supervisorfel

District, Riverside County, Interested
Paxty

BY TEZ COMMISSION:
OPINIONXN

The above numbered application, Ziled by the City orf.
Rialto, seeks the Commissionts authority to construcet Riverside
Avenus over the main line track of Southern Pecific Company's

Bl Paso Line.

2ublic hearing on sald application was conducted by
Examiner Ager at Rialto on May &, 1940, at which time the matter
was taken under submission, and it is now ready for decision.

The rail line involved is Southern Pacific Combany's
single~track main line, over which there are Zive schoduled
passenger “rains and five regular freight treins each way daily.
Normel speeds through this territory are sixty'ﬁiles pex hour
for passenger trains and forty-Live miles per hour for freight
trains.

The record Shows thet Riverside Avemue is the main busi-
ness street through fhe‘City of Rialto, ruaning in a northerly and
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soufherly direction and, although dedicated as g pPublic highway
for the entire distance betweer Rialto and Riverside, haz never
been constructed across the tracks and now terminates at the point

where 1t joirns witk TU. S. Highway Route No. 99 (Colton Avenue),

At one time Riverside Avemue was graded and olled from the South-

ern Q2acific south right of Way line southerly to the City of
Riverside but storms 4in wmecent Jears have resulted in complete
destruction of that portion of the improved roadway Lrom the

:ie;b.t of way line to a roint approxXimately ome mile to the south.
From this latter point to Agua ansa Road (approximetely one mile
additional), Riverside Avenue is 3t1l) in usadle condition, thoughn
in need of improvement bota as to surfacing and allignment, and fyom
Agus Mansa Road to the Riverzide city boundary the County of Rivpr-
tlde has improved tae road to s relatively high standard, At the
present time, the customary route for persons desiring to travel
irom Rialto to Riverside Zs over Riverside Avente to EBloomingtom .
Avenue, thence via Bloomington Avenue » Cecdar Avenue, Crestmore
Roacd, Agua Mansa Road and Mission Boulevard. “he testimony in-
dicates that this route is some three miles longer than would be
The case If Riverside Averue were opened.

Willow Street, parallel to and about one-quarter mile’
west of Riverside Averue, extents frox the Arrow Highway on the
north to Jurupa Aveaue on the so;;tb., a distance of some three
miles, and the record shows that in the ares south of the Cross-
ing witk Southern Pacicic Company's tracks taere are hut four
residents served oy talis road. Tlﬁo Willow Street crossing has
in the past bYeen the scene of several serious accidents, one of
welch resulted in the deats of LZvo persons. The views are
totally obscured by trees to the east of the crossing and by a
cut Zmmediately to the west. Tn an effort to Lessen the accident
hazard at this point, Southern PacLfic Company, during the year
1937, installed two flashning light type 3ignals axnd, sinco that

date, the records show that there have Yeen no further accidents.
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Because, nowewver, oI the poor view conditions set forthk above,
the Willow Street crossing is still a point of serious potentiel
accldéent hazard. The testimony shows that the Riverside Avenue
erossing, if comstructed, would be far more o»en and that the
hazaxrd of accident would be considerably less. The San Bernardino
County Board of Supervisors, at its meétings held on August 14
and 21, 1939, gave recognition to this fact and the minutes of
the meeting on the latter date indicate that no serious objection
would be ralised to the closing of the Willow Street ¢xossing, 17
and when the Riverszide Avenue crossing 1s opened, provided‘that‘
a paved or oliled outlev it made to the new Riverside Avenue.
Slover Avenue parallels the Southern Pacific tracks at a distance
of about one-guarter mile to the south and is now graded between
Willdw Street and Riverside Avenue., 0iling the suxface of this
street T¢ provide the connection desired would be inexpensive.

The cldsing of the Willow Street crossing also wowld be

of benefit to the applicant from an economic standpoint, Dbecause

the existirng signals at this point could be relocated to the

Riverside Avenue crossing, there?y)erfecting e saving in Instell-
1

ation costs in excess of $1,000.

The Willow Strmeet ¢rossing is in unincorporated territory
of the County o San Bernardino, whereas the proposed crossing at
Riverside Avenue i1s within the c¢ity limits of the City of Rialto.
In spite of this fact, the proposed opening of the Riverside Avenue
¢rossing is a direct concern of the County of Sen ZBernardino, as

well as the County of Riverside, and witnesses for both counties

(1) The estimeted cost of comstructing the crossing and providing
protection at Riverside Avenue 1if the Willow Street crossing

remains ~ $3,769.
The estimeted cost of constructing the crossing and providing

»rotection at Riversile Avenue if the Willow Street crossing
is closed ~ $2,699. ,
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wore of the opinion that the bemerits to be dexived far oﬁtweigh

any 111 effects which might be occasioned by the closing of the
Willow Street ¢rossing. “

Southern Paciflc Compeny appeared as o protestdn@.but
1ts sole basis of protest was that 1 Riverside Avenue waéiéque
opened, then the existing Willow Street ¢rossing should ﬂ;iéioéed,
23 there was no Justification for two ¢rossirgs over this higﬁ-
speed rall lirne within = distaonce of one=-quarter nile. Withoﬁt
exception, all witnesses (including'protestant’s witness ),’wére
of the opinion that the Riverside Avenue crossing woulé better
sult the pudlic need 2nd would be much safer.

Careful consideration of the entire record in this pro~
ceeding leads us to the conclusion that publie coavenience, ne~-
ceselty and safety Justify the opening of o new erossing at River-
slde Avenue, provided that the existing crossing =t Willow Street
be cloced to public use, and the following Order will =o provide.

2ublic hearing having deen held and the Commission being
fully advised;

IT IS EZREBY ORDERED thet the City of Rielto is heredy
authorized to construct Riverside Lvenue at grade across the track
oX Southoern Pacific Companyts X1 Paso Lire, at the location more
particularly described in the application ané as shown by the
wmap atteched thereto, subjfect to the Zollowing conditions and

not otherwice:

The abdove croszing éhall be Ldentizied as
Crossing No. 5=538.3.

The entire expense of comstructing the crossing
shall be bornme by applicent. The cost of main-
tenance of that portion of said crossing outside

of lines two (2) feet outside of the rails shall

be borme by applicsnt. The meintenance of thrat por-
vlor o the crossing vetwesn lines two (2) feot
ouvslde of the rails chall be hoxne by Southern
Pacific Company. Southern Pacific Company shall
perform all actual work of constructing the e¢rossing
between lines two (2) feet outside o *the rails.
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The crossing shell de constructed of 2 width of

nov less than thirty (30) feet arnd at an exgle of
approximately ninety (90) degrees to the ralilroad,
ané with grades of approach not greater thar sevexn
(7) per cent; skall be constructed equel or superior
To type shown as Standard No. 2 4in our Generzl Order
No. 72, and shell in every way be made suitable for
the Dassage thececon of vehicles and other road
traffic.

Prlor to the beginning of actual construction of
The crossirg herein authorized, the County o

Sen Bernardino shell file with this Commission

a certified copy of an appropriete ordinance or
resolution, duly ard regularly Passed, institut-
ing all necessary steps T0 legally abandon 2nd
effectively close the existing pudlic &rede cross-
ing at Willow Street Ldentified as Croscing

No. B~556.0. TUpon the completion of the ecrossing
herein authorized and uvon iLts being ovencd +to pub~
1lc use and travel, said Crossing No. B-536.0 shall
be legally abandoned and effectively clozed to
public use 2nd travel.

Protection at the Riverside Avenue crossing shall
be by the two flashing light signals now iz place

at the Willow Street crossing, which shall be
removed and reinstalled at Riverside Avenue at
Tthe sole expense of applicant. The maintenence
of these signals shall thereafter be borme by
Southern Pacific Compeny.

Applicant shell cause to have removed all txees,
shrubs ané other forms of vegetation, as well as
any other obstructions, to the extent that 2 clear
view of sald track may be hed for a distance of
not less than two hundred (200) feet in either
direction from said Crossing No. 3-536.3, from &
point on Riverside Avenue located two hundred
(200) feet from the tracke.

Applicant shell, within thirty (30) days there-
after, notify tals Commission, in writing, of
the completion of the instellation of said cross-
Ing and or its complience with the conditions
hereof.

The autkorization herein granted shall lapse
and become vold if not exercised within one
year Ifrom the date hereof, unless further time
is granted by subsequent order.

The Commlission reserves the right to make such
fuxther orders, relative to the location, con-
struction, operatlion, mainterance and protec-

tion of sald crossizg, as to it may seem right




and proper, end to revoke its vermission if,
in 1ts Judgment, pudbllic comvenience, necessity
add safety demarnd such action.

The eXfective dete of thic Order shall be twenty (20)

days from the date hereol.

Tated at San Francisco, Californis, this 2R “A day

of s ., 1940.

Cormissioners.




