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BEFORE TEE RAIL.~OAD COMMISSION OF TEE S'1'A.'"E OF' CAL!Io'ORl';u. 

In the Matter 0'£ the Application 0: ) 
SOUTEEP.N PACIFIC CO~U>J.l,"Y for an order ) 
authorizing it to close its seasona.l ) 
agency at Ceros Stat1on~ County 0: ) 
Stanislaus" Stat& of California, end. ) 
to maintain same a: a non-asoncy. ) 

R. S. MYERS" for Applicant. 
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Applicant" Southern Pac1tic Com~any" has made n~pl1cation 

requesting authority to clo3e its eeasonal agency of Ceree Station 

in St~1slaus County and to maintain same as a non-a.gency sta~1on. 

A public hearing was held in this =atter be£ore ~~~er 

ir.a.lquist at Ceros~ California, on f:,~y l6~ 1940" at which time the 

~tter was duly submitted. 

A 'briof re'V~ew 0: the h!..s to~ or the Cercs Sta.tion age:lC "J' 

discloses that the Soutbern Pacitic Comp~y ri10d notice on L~eh 29" 

19;8" in accordanco w~th the proVisiono of the Co::ml.1z3ion's Go:le:-al 

Order No. ;6-B" or its intention to eiscont~uo ~e freight ~d pas

senger agency at Ceros Station etfect1ve May 1~ 1938, and that thero

~ter it proposee to operate the ztat10n on a sea~al basiS tro~ ap

proximately .kugu.st 1 to Jsnuary 31" and to ::n3.1nta1n same a~ a nOIl.-

agency station durix:.g the remaining mont'b.!:. of tho yes:r. 

A short time atter the agency was closed the C~ission 

ordered Southern Pacific Co=pnny to tile a !ormal application for 

authority to make said chan~i~ in orde:- to give certa~ protestants 

" 

an oppor~~ity to be henrd. App11c~t1on No. 21975 was there!oro riled 

(1) The Cero3 Cha:cer or Co~rce torwarded a petition to the Commission 
prote3t~ the closing ot the Ceres Station Qgency and requested 
thAt a. 'Ou'b11e hearing be held. in th1:3 :::w.tter. The petition eon
tc.1:c.ed It.28 s1gc.a:~urcs and was recoived by the Co~ssion on April 
27" 19,8. 
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• 
by tho company on I~y 25, 1938, re~ue3ttng pcr.:issio~ to c1030 1t~ 

agency at ~a1d =tat1on du~ing the period tro= ~pproximately February 

l, to ,july 31, o'!' each year. Th13 roc;:o.est W8.3 gran~<!l. 'by Dec1~1on No. 

;170; ~ted ,j~uary 30, 1939. 
Applicant now contends that under prosent condition3 the 

bueiness handled at ~a1d Ceres Station does not warrant the ~1nten-

e.ncc or an agency dur'J.ng the rema.1n1:c.g months or tho yetJ:r, !lSlnely, 

approx1me.tely Augu.st 1 .. to JfJll'fJAry ;l .. a.."lc, theretoro reque~ts its d1s

cont~uance as a se~sonal agency station. 

A comparison or the rail trat!ic handled at Ceres Station 

dur:.ng tho SiX-month period !'rOm Augtl.st, 19,9, to Jc.nVJJ.ry, 1940, in

clusive, and August, '1938 .. to January, 1939, 1ncl~sive, 13 as follow~: 

6-Months 
Aug. 1939 

~o 
,j tU'l ~ 1940 
Inclusive 

(a.) 

FREIGHT RECE!iT.?l) JIl..'D FOR1!A..'CIJ)ED 

Carloads - Carz 69 
Carload Revenue - Local* ~,497 
Carload Revenuo - Intorlme /~ , 20R 
Le~s-car1oad revenue - ~al~~· 43' 
LeS$-c~load revenue -

IXlterl1ne 
.~ 

34-~ 

Average 
Per 

1tonth 
(0) 

l2 
,!> 250 
~ 201 
fiji 72 
c!!. v 6 

PASSENGERS A1"D REV'ENOE-(Est1mated) 

Agency report~ - Passengers 
Agency reports - Revenue 

(No record) 
(tf tf) 

6-Months 
Aug. 19,8 

'To 
,jan. 1939 
Inclu3ive 

(c) 

18 
$ 4~7 
~~,l ~ 
$ 460 
$ 220 

Averago 
Per 

~~onth -an 

$ 7~ 
~197 
$ 77 
$ 37 

.::- For the 1ter:l!S of local freight rovenue the amoc:c.ts shown 
re,resent one-hal! o~ the actual r~ve:o.ue 1n order to allo
cate or credit to this station its proportion or revenue 
der1ve~ therefrom. 

Attention 13 called to the fac~ that the rev<mue~~ sllownm 

tho above 3tate~nt tor l03s-car1oad traffic'is der1ve~ fra=shipmentz 

handled. to and from th.1~ po1:.t "oy the Pa.cific !footor Txuck'.Lll.g Compa:ty. 
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The est1ma.ted cost to applicant or ms,1nta.1n1ng the ageTJ/::,Y 

at Ceres Station ~uring the ~ix-~nth period !~om AUgust to Januar,y~ 

inclusive" 13 $l,023. Tbis s.:nount repre$Ont3 wage ito:: only, ba.sed 

on s.n 8-ilour day a.nd a total or 154 "Nork~g days dur1~ the "ix-month 

period.. 

The record O13c103e3 taut in the event this application 13 

granted tlle d1scontin'l.7Anee of said agencY' will no-t involve the aban

dODment or any tac11itie". At the p~esent ti=e the key to the 

trei~t house 1s lett in cha~ge ot a eusto41an at Ceres wno provides 

access tor patron3 using this facility. The eo~an:v m41nt4~3 a tree 

telephone at :aid station tor patrons deSiring to eommun 1cate With 

the ex13t!ng agenc1e$ on either "ide, Turlock 8.8 miles south ~d 

Vl11l 'be able to p'lJreba.se their tickets tro::l the train cond.uc.tor 

Without penalty on any one-wsy or ::,o'W'.l.d-tr1~ tare. 

All less-carload trattic to and from Ceres .13 hs.ncUed 

'by tlle Pacific Motor Trucking Co:ps.ny. Outbound. 1ess-cs.rload :ib.1p

:nents from thi:s point du%'1:cg the six-::nonth period trom Augu.,st,. 19,9" 

to January, 1940" inclusive" were picked up at ~tore-door and 

averaged about one ~~p~nt per mont~. Less-carlo~d ~bound traf

tic Cu.r~ the same period amounted. to 5,0 :sb1PIl:.e:c.ts" with 499 re

ceiVing store-door del1ve~ and 51 ~!pmant:s being lett in the 

station freight hou:se. 

Dur1llg the siX-month period e:o.d1ng JfJJl.ue..ry ;1, 1940" 44 
(2) 

C4rs were received and 25 cars tOr1tarded. All outbound ears con-

(2) 
Ca.rs Received 

Ca.ttle 
Cement 
Cb.em1c:J.ls 
Coal 
Egg Casos 
Empty Lug Boxes 
S'lllph. o~ Ammonia 
Shorts & lI.J.dd.l1ngs 

8 Fertilizer 
1 Lumber 
1 Mill Feed . 
1 Rice Hulls 
1 Sh1:1gl03 

16 
; Total 
~ 

..,.-

2 
6 
1 
1 
2 

44 

Ca.rs Porwa:-ded 

Ca:onery Peaches 

Total 



~isted or cannery pea.ches in lug 'bOX63 and. 1::. each 1n~tlll'lce the 

con~1gnoo and con~1~or were the ~ame. Applicant contends that 

th1: bu~~oss doeo not roquire the sc~v1ce3 of an agent at Cerez 

Sta.tion. 

No onG appeared at the hear:tng opposing the grant1:lg ot 

this applicnt1on. Therefore, upon consideration of all the taejs or 

record in this ::lAtter and. 'basing our conclu~1ons on the pr()eedmg 

opinion,. it appears that tho ~pp11ca.tion dhould be granted. 

ORDER ... -.-. .- -- -
Public Me::- 1ng ha.ving been hell! i:l the abovo entitled pro

eee<llng snd the ms. tter having 'been duly sUbmitted." 

IT IS EEREBY <RDERED that applicant., Southern Pae1t1e 

Company, be authorized. to abandon its agency station at Ce~e~, 

St~13laUS C~ty, C~11forn1a., and to change it~ station records 

and tar11"fs accor~gl:r" subj ect to tho tollow'.:lg cond1 t10ns: 

(1) App11e~t ~all continue said station az a non
a.gency stat1on. 

(2) Southern PacifiC CO::Il':my !lha.ll store 1C:33-carloacl 
treigb.t shipments under lock in co:pany's ware
house, a:c.d. ~he railroad telephone located a.t said 
:5.~a.tion .:....'l').all be made ava,ilable to its patrons. 
The keys to 'both warehouse and telephone ab.all be 
o~taina~le trom a custodi3n located at or near 
said $t~t1on and notices adv1s~g sh1~per: where 
the key r:w.y be secured shAll 'be :n.a.i:lts.ineG. at 
both warehouse and telephone. 

(3) App11cs.nt shall within thirty (30) days thereatter 
not~.ty this COtn:liss1on" 11:. writ1ng, or the abandon
~ent of the facilities authorized. hero1n and or it~ 
co:o:plience 'With the cond1t1on~ he roof • 

(4) T.ae authorization herein granted Shall lapse and 
become vo1d it not e~erc1sed w1t~ one (1) year 
t"rom the date heroof 'Unless tc.rther time i3 granted 
by sUbse~uent order. 

For all other purpo~e3 tao effective date of this order 

shall be twenty (20) days fro~ the date hereof. 
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Dc.tod at ~~ , Cal1t'om18., this ¥ "'day 

of ~ ,l94O. 
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