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Decisior NOe il V¢

EEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicatlien of
SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an order
authorizing it to close 1ts seasonal Application No. 2303
agency at Coros Station, County of
Stanislaus, State of California, end
to maintalin samo as & nNOn-agoncye.
R. S$. MYERS, for Applicant.

2y the Commission:

Applicant, Southern Pacific Compdny, has mede application
requesting authority to close its seasonal agency of Ceres Station
in Stanislaus County and 0 maintalin samo &3 3 non=-agency statione

A public nearing was held Iin this matter before Zxaminer

Malquist at Ceres, California, on May 16, 1940, at which time the

matter was duly submitted.

A orlof review of the history of the Coeros Station agency
discloses thet the Southern Pacific Company L£iled notice on lMarchk 29,
1938, in accordance with the provisions of the Commission's Gonersl
Ordor No. 36~B, of its intention to discontinue the freight end pase
senger agency at Ceres 3tation effective May 1, 1938, and that thero-
cfter it proposeld to operate the ztation on & seasoral basis from op-
proximately August 1 to January 31, and to maintain same as 2 nn-
agency station during the remaining months of ﬁpo voar.

A short time after tho agency was closed the Commission
ordered Southern Pacific Company to f£ile o formal application for
authority to make said chamnge, ir order to give certalin protestants

1§ N
an opportunity to be heard. Application No. 21975 was therefore filed

(1) The Ceros Chamber of Commorce forwarded a petition to tke Commission
proteating the closing of the Ceres Station agency snéd requested
that a public kearing be heold in this mattor. The petition con=-
g?inggs 8 signatures and was received by the Comxtiosion on April
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by the company on May 25, 1938, requesting permission to close its
agency st sald statlon during the period Irom approximetoly Februsry
1, to July 31, of each year. This request was granted by'Decisio; No.
3170% dated January 30, 1939. |

Applicant now contends that under prodent cor;ditions the
business handled at said Ceros Station does not warrant the nmainten=-
ence of an agency during the remaining months of the year, narely,
approximately August L, to Janwary 31, and therofore requests its dis-
continuance as 8 seesonal sgency statlion.

A comparison of the rafl traffic handled at Ceres Station
during tho six-month period from Augast, 1939, to Janwary, 1940, in-
clusive, and August, 19%8, to Jamuary, 1939, inclusive, 4s as follows:

6=Nontns 6=-Montns
Aug. 1939 AvG e 1938
To Avorsagoe ‘To
Jane 1940 Por Jan. 1939
Inclusive Yonth Incle sive

(a) {p) (¢)
PREICHT RECEIVED AND FORWARDED

Avorago

Caxrloads - Cars 18
Carload Rovenue - Locals ‘ v $ Lot
Carload Revenuo - Intorline & 1,183
Loess-carload revenue - Localy $ Lo
Loss~carload rovenue - ) : :

, Tnterline ; $ 220

PASSENGERS AND REVENUE=(Estimated)

Agency reports - Passengers (No record)
Agency reports - Revenue (" "

2+ TPor the items of local freight rovenue the amommts shown
renrosent ono~-kralf of the actual revenue I order to allo-
cate or credlit to this station 1ts proportion of revenuo
derived therelron.

Attention 13 called to the fact that the revenue:n shown in

thoe sbove atatemen®t for less~-carload traffic 1s deriveld Lrom shipments

handled to and from this point by the Pacific Motor Trucking Companye.
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The estimated cost to applicant of meintaeining the agency
at Ceres Station d_urﬂ.ng the six-month perlod from August to January,
inclusive, i3 $1,023. This smount represonts wage item only, based
on an 8-hour daj and a total of 15k working days Guring the six-month
period;

The record discloses that in the event this application is

granted the discontinusnce of said agemecy will not involve the sban~

donment of any facilitlies. At the present time the Xoy to the
Irelzght house is left in charze of a custodian st Seres wao orovides
access for patrons using this facility. The company malntains a fLree
telephone at sald statlon for patrons desiring to commnicate wita
the existing agencles on either side, Turlock £.8 milos south and
Modesto .3 miles north. Patrons desiring to use passenger trains
will be able to purchase their tickets froxm thé train corductor
without penalty on any one-way or round-trip fare.

All less-carloead traffic %o and from Ceres is handled
by the Pscific Motor Trucking Company. Outbound less-carlosd ship-
ments from this point during the six-month period from August, 19%9,
to January, 1940, inclusive, were picked up at store-door and
aversged adout one shipment per month. Lesgs-=carload imbound trafl-
fic auring the same periocd amounted to 550 shipments, witk 499 re=-
celving store-~door delivery and 51 salpments being left in the
station Ifreight house.

During the six-month period exding Jemuary 31, 1940, Ll
(2)

cars were received and 25 cars forwarded. All outbound cars conw

(2)

Cars FRecelved Cars Torwarded

Cattle Fertilizer Cannery Peaches 25
Cement Lugber

Chenmicals Mill Feed - Total 25
Coal - Rice Bulls

Egg Cases Shingles

Empty Lug Boxes

Sulph. of Ammonia Total

Shorts & MLddlings
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cisted of cannery peaches in lug boxes and Iin oach Instance the
consignoo and consignor were the same. Applicant contends thaat
this busizess does not réquire the services of an agent at Ceres
Statione.

No one appeared at the hesring opposing the granting of
this application. Therefore; upon conzideration of all the rangs of
rocoréd in this matter and basing our conciusions on the preocoding

opinion, it sppears that the application chould de granted.

— e emm -

Public hearing having been keld in the abovo entitled pro-
ceeding and the matter having been duly submitted,

IT IS HEREBY (RDERED that epplicant, Southern Paclfic
Company, ve guthorized to abandon ite agency station at Ceres,
Stanislsus County, Californla, and to change Lts stetion records
and tariffs accordingly, subject o tho following comditions:

(1) Applicant shall comtinue said stetion as & non-
agency svation.

(2) Soutkern Pacific Company shall store less~-carlosd
freight shipmentc under lock in coxpany'!s ware=
house, and the rallroad telephone located af said
station shall be msde avaliladle to Lits patrons.
The keoys to both warenousse snc %elephone shall de
obtainabhle from a custodian located at or near
sald station and notices advising shippers where
the key may he secured shall be malintaizneld at
bota warehouse and telephonce.

(3) Applicant shall within thirty (30) days thereafter
notlify this Commission, Iir writing, of the abandon-
ment of the facilities autkorized herein asnd of its
compliance with the conditions hereof.

(4} The authorization horein granted shall lapse and
become void 4L not exercised within one (1) year

frox the date heroof wnless further time is granted
by subsegquent orders.

For all other purposes the offective date of this ordexr

shell e twenty (20) days from the date hereof.




Dated at_So . fhameceny , Californta, this ¢ “day

(P < SO,
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