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BEFCRE THE RAILRCAD COMIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of the
City of Riversile for authority to albter
the grede c¢rossing across the Tnion
cclific arnd Pacific Zlectric tracks 2t
North Market Streect.

L A S e g

Zugene Best, City Attorney of Riverside,
for Applicant.

ZE. Z. Benrnett, for Union Paciflic Railroaé Com=
vany, Protoestant.

C. W. Cornell, for Pucific Zlectric Railway
Company, Protestvant.

SY TEE COMMISSION:

92INIQX

The above numbered application, 2iled by the City of
Riverside, acks the Cormission to issue an order directing the
Unioz Pocific Railroad Company ané Pacific Zlecetric Railway Com-
panf to construct an undervass at Nortk Market Street under the
Rialto Eranch of the Unlozn Pacific Ruilrcad Company, o takxe szuck
ovher means &s may be considered necessary to provide adequate pro-
tection to vehicular traflfic at sald ¢rossizng (Xe. SR-O.B).

Public hearing on this application was conducted by
Zxeminer Ager ot Riverside on April 2, 1940, =t which time the
matter was taken under submission, and Lt iz now ready Zor deciszion.

North Markev Street cxtendés as o continuation of Market
Street for approximeately oﬁe-quarte: mile beyond First Street,
woexe Lt encounters the Rialto Bronck o2 the Unlon Pacific Rail-
road Cdmpany. =t then parallels the railroad along its southeast-
exly slde Tor approz;mately six hundred feet, turns northerly agaixz,
crosses the rallroad at grade and oxtends two blociks 4o the
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‘end of the ztreet. On the north side of the tracks, North Markedb
Stmeot lles about cqui~-distant (approximately 0.2 mile Lrom each),
betweeon North Falrmount Boulewvard ard Nort:i Naln Street, both of
which streets ¢ross the railroad Iinvolved at separated gredes, the
crossings being identified as Nos. 3R~1.0-2 and 3R~0.6-3, re-~
spectively..

In the area nortz of the trackes, Zendry Street 1s con-
structed ot right cngles to Norxth liarket Street ot a'distence of
avprozimatoly six hundred feet Irom the point where Noxrth liarket
Street crosses the tracks. EHendry Street extends two blocksz cast-
erly to a connocvion with North licin Street but at »resert Zs not
oren westerly to a connectlion with North Foirmount EBoulevard. In
the areaz vetween North Felirmount Bouleverd and Forth Main Street,
2orth of the rallroad tracks and southerly of the north end of
Noxrth Market Itreet, there are & few private reslidences, consider-
cble undeveloped acrecge and o warehouse and storage yard of the

Nevada=Callifornliza Power Compaxy. Tae undeveloded avea, while zub-

divided into lots, is co laid out trat it appears thet at least

helf would be as well or better sexved by the existing grade separ-
ation at North Main Street. This, iz effect, leaves but one-quarter
of the area above deseribed to be benmelited by the'proposed seéar-
ation, 4if constructed.

Witnesses for the avplicant testified that the need for
& separction at thls location was the result of a razardous condi-~
tioﬁ waich confronts motorists apvroaching the exzisting grade eross-
lag from opposite direetions. Tader present coaditions, no view of
opvosing traelfic is nossidle, by reason o the steep approach grades
on elther side of tke crossing. A2 ghrupt turn at the actual peint
of crossing alse adds Yo the hazard. OSome difference of oninion
exlsts as to the danger of.collision between trains and vekhicular
trafric, dut it appeaxrs that this hezerd I1s mmell, az compared with
that of vekhicle vs. vehicle collision.
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Recognizing the nazaxd adove descrived, the City Council

of the %$§y of Riverside, on October 3, 1939, ordered theﬁcrossing

clocedl. No officlal wvacation has deen made, however, ané resi-
dents have zince zemoved the barricades and resucmed use of the
cerogsing, in spite of tae Council order.

Tke opirion was exp:éssed that a Separation at YNorth Mar-
ket Street, wher used in comjunction with a by-pass Lo be con-
structed westerly to Fairmount Boulevard, was necessary in oxder +o
provide an additlonal means of access to Fairmount Park Tor persons
residing in the northeastern section of the City o2 Riverside, as well
as for persons desiring to reach the park from the Colton an& Saxn
Bernardino srees. Cross-exemination of these witnesses, however, re-
sulted in the admissioz that the prinecipal benefits would ceerue o
those residents living on North Yarket Streot between the railroad
and andry‘Street; also, in refutation of the claim that the separa~
tioﬁ 13 nccessary for residents of Colton and San Bermardino, the
evidence clearly shows that the usuval route of travel for these pér-
sons‘is via Qckley Avenue and Strong Street, both of whieh connect
through from North Main Street to Falrmount Boulevard and provide
easy means of‘access to the paxk.

Applicent expresszed its'inability to Justifly the expence
of an elaborate sevaration at this location and outlined a provosal
taat & simple plle structure could be constructed which would resson~
ably meot all dresent demands. TUnder this propossl, the railroad
would assume the cost of instellation waler was estimated at avproxi-
mately $5,000. This estimate, however, made zo Drovision ror‘any'
concrete retainlizg walls or for severance demages to adjacent property.

Tt also was the opinlioz of epplicentts witnesses that a deviation from

Exhivit No. 1 is an extract from the Minutes of the Council
meeting held on October 3, 1839, recding, in part, as follows:
"% X X The Market Street grade crossing over the said Tight
of wey is mow temporarily closed, due Vo Itz dangerous condi-
tion.” )




zormally »reserided cleazrances could bé justiried in the Iinterests of
oCOnOMY »

The rail lipe involved is constructed upon a substantial
£i11l at the voint of crossing and at present Ls jointly operated by
Paeific Zleetric Rallway Company and Unleon Pacific Rallroad Company.
Train movements over the eroseing during a 24-houxr period consist of

elght interurban passenger cars and two box motors by Paclific Zlectric

Rallway Comvany a?d wwo regular freight nmovements by Thlon Pacifice
2

Relilroad Company. No vehicular traffic count was availadble bdut
the testimony wes To the cffect that there was 20 substantial volume.

Txhibit No. 2, orre:ed by the Unlion Pacific Rallroad Com-
vany, iz en estimate of the cost to construct a pile trestle, provid-
ing two center spans of elgzhteen feet, under the tracks at North MNar-
xet Street. Thls estimate places the zost at §7,200, which iz ox-
cluzive of the cost of roadway excavatlion, paving or otkher street
work incidental to the opening of the grade ceparation. In offerirng
the plan for this structure (Zxhidbit No. 3), cttention was directed
to the incdviscbility of using center piers.

TxRibit No. 4 was offered as an estimate of the cost to
¢construct & roinforced concrete and steol sevaration et Norti Market
Street, providing a clear spaz o0f thirty-eight feet. Thi:z estimate
showed the cost of such structure to e in cxcess of £38,000, ex-
clusive of rocdwsy excavation, paving or other street work.

Considerabdle testimony was offercd az to the feczivility

of constructing o westerly extencion of Hendry Street from Nomtk

(2) Subsequent to the date of submission of this matter, the Com~
micsion has issued Lits Decislion No. 33088 in Application
No. 21656 and related proceedings, which decision, amoxg
numerous other +thinzs, authorizes complete shendomment of
Pecific ®lectric sexvice over the Rialto-Riverside Line. Con-
pliznce with this Order will reduce tralin operation to the
wwo regularly scheduled Urnion Pacific movenents dally..




Verket Street to North Feirmount Boulevard, so as to provide axn
outlet for thosze in the area north of the tracks other than the oro-
posed separation. Witnesses for the Union Pacific Rallroad Company
testified that suckh an extension, thirty-rive feet in width, could
be elffected without any relocation of present improvements. Tt was
applicant's coﬁtention that suck an extensiorn would »rove more cost~
ly to the City of Xiverside zud that the cityTs only interest was in
the construction of ar inexpensive pile structure witk the r~oadway
beneath the tracks.

Applicant and the railrozd compunies involved were in
agreement that there was little vossidility of securing Federal aid
0 finance tae project, vecause of Lts melative unimportance, axé,
therelore, 1 the separation is to be constructed, the cxpense in-
volved necessarily would become zn obligation of the =ailroads and
the city.

Careful analysis of thé record in this proceeding leads
us to the bellef that, despite the statements fo the contrary,
Hexndry Street could bhe opened to a connection with North Fairmoun®
Boulevard at substantlally less cost than would be required ror the
construction of even the most ecomomical tyve of grede sevaratioz.
We are of tho further opiniorn that such opening of Herndry Stroet
would provide better mesns of access to and from the pa:k area than

by way of the North Market Street separation, decause of the hazerd-

turn whiéh would be necessitated immedictely after crossing uxnder

rallroad tracks, as compared with the zight anzle turn and open
views at the Iintersectlion of Hendry Street and North Falirmount Boule=-
vord. |
Zaged on the record, we Lind it Impossible economically
to Justify the expenditure of azy sum of money to effect a zrade
eparavion at this poiav or to lmprove the existing grzde crozsing.

In. tke interests of safety, we believe that the solution to tae




Problem would beo the permonent abondomment o0 the North Yarket Street

crossing (No. 32=0.8), and the opening of Hendry Streot as outlined

zhove.

The following form of Oréer is recommended:

A public hearing having been held, the maﬁtor having beex
‘submitted and the Commisslion being fully zdvised;

IT IS FERE3Y ORDIRID that the above entitled application
be and the some is heredy deniled.

The effective date of this Order shall be iwenty (20)

doys Irom the date hercof. ”~//¢
=7
Dated at San Francisco, Californiz, this // - day

, 1940

Cormiss’oners.




