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Decision No. 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORRIA 

In the Matter ot the Applicat10n or 
AMERICAN TOLL-BRIDGE COMPANY, a 
Delaware Corl)orat10'll,aud,CALlFORNIA 
TOLL BRIDGE AU'l'RORI'l'Y, au Agency of, 
the state of California, ror Or~er 
Author1z1ng Sale of Public Ut1lity 
Property. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

App11cat1on No. 23670 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Applicant Amerie&n Toll Bridge Company, a pr1vate corporat10n 

owning and operat1ng the Carqu1nez and Antioch toll bridges aeross 

the Sacramento River, here seeks the Comm1ssion r s authority to dis­

pose ot those uti11ty propert1es to au agency ot the State of 

Ca11fornia. The Ca11forn1a Toll Bridge Authority 1s the State agency 

empowered by law to acquire and operate such h1ghway structures. 

Both joln 1n a ver1f1ed app11cation reelti~ that the Toll Bridge 

Authority, by action duly taken pursuaut to the laws goveratag 

that body, has entered iato aD agreement tor the purchase or these 

two bridge structures, together with all necessary approaches, ease­

ments, franch1ses, fixtures and faci11t1es. They pray, theretore, 

that the Comm1ssion issue its order permitting the consummation ot 

sucb sale agreement. 

Although th1s Comm1ss1on is empowered to approve or d1sapprove 

the transfer8 ot public uti11ty properties, the seope ot its inqu1ry 

when an entire ut1l1ty property is to be transferred to a publiC 

ageney is l1m1ted to the question of whether the uti11ty mar hence-
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forth be tully re11eved or its public serv1ce ob11gations. In the 

1nstant ease, we must ta~e cognizance or tbe declared poliCY or the 

state expressed in the ca11forn1a Toll Bridge Author1ty Act (Stats. 

1929, p. 1489) to the effect that all toll br1dges ultimately shall 

be owned by the public. We must recognize, too, that the State 

agency created oy that statute bas beeu vested with exclus1ve au­

thority to determine the expediency or necessity tor the public 

acquisit10n or auy existing bridge. Under such Circumstances, the 

Commission bel~eves that the app11cation must be granted. And 

1nasmuch as the ac~1sit10u anc operat10n ot these bridges by the 

State. could not deprive any existing patrons or the r1ght to the1r 

cont1nued use, 1t would appear that a publiC hearing on the applie&­

tion would serve no useful purpose. 

It 1s appropriate to add that such agreemeut between the 

Amer1can Toll Br1dge Company and the State authorit1es prov1des also 

tor the poss1ble future transter ot Mart1nez-Ben1c1a Ferry and Trans­

portation Company properties to such munic1pal or pr1vate corporat10n 

as the State later may des1gnate. However, the granting or the 

application bere betore us would 1n no way commit the Comm1ssion to 

a like course of action sbou1d approval be sougnt tor a conveyance 

ot those terry properties. 

Accord1ngly, the following Order will be entered. 

ORDER -.----

The Commis8ion having considered the applicat10n or American 

Toll Bridge Company, and being or the opiU1on that the app11cation 

should be graute~ and that a publiC hearing thereon 1s not required; 

tberefore, 

IT IS ORDERED that authority be aud hereby is granted to 
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Amer1can Toll Bridge Company~ a corporatiou~ to sell and cODvey to 

California Toll Bridge Authority ou or betore December }l~ 1940~ 

the two toll bridges knowu as the Carquinez aud Antioch bridges~ 

together with the fraucb13es, easements and other properties 

described in its application herein, and concurrently to cease 

its public utility operation of said bridges. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days tram 

the date hereof. 

Dated a,t San Francisco, Ca.lifornia, this al~ day ot 

september, 1940. 


