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Decicion No. e Lt

SIFCRE TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THD STAT

Velley Soulevard Improvement Association
and

£~

Greater Garvey Soulevard Improverent
Association,

Complainents,
VS.
Pacific Zlectric Rullway Compazny,

Defendanty.
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Clayton L. Howland, for Valley Zoulevard
Improvenent Associstion and Greater Garvey
Boulevard Improvement Association, Com-
plainants.

C. W. Cornell and Randolph Xarr for Pacific
Zlectric Railwey Company, Defendant.

ORINION AND ORDER

The abtove numbered formel couplaint, filed by tze Valley
Soulevard Improvement Ascociation and the Greater Garvey Boulevard
Improvement Assoclation, neming ac defendant Pacitic Zlectric Rail-
wey Compeny, Secexs an order frox tae Cormission reducing rates,
adjusting schedules, reinstating the 90=-dey fearily commutation book
and providing new equipment £or use over Valley and Garvey Zoule-
vards bYetween Los Jngeles and Il Xonte.

2ublic hearing in this matter was conducied by Zxaminer
Ager 2t Los Angeles on July 3»d, 1940, at which time it was duly

subnitted, and it is now ready for decision.




The record clearly izdicates that, since the compleint
wae Jiled, thirty-four new motor ecoaches have veen purchesed and
rlaced Iin service on the lines involved, to be supplemented in *he
irmediate future by sever additionzl units. Five of the newest
units of tke old cquinment are being retaired for use in tripper
and standby service, and witresses for +he compleinants expressed
themselves as bYeing eatirely zastisfied with the equipent now

offered 1L they could have the assurance Hha* iV Wwes not beinp
Q

used ac a temporary oxpedient in an attempt, on tihe part of de=
endanv, 70 Dacify the users. Definite assurance oy witnesses for
the defendant that the old out-moded equipment would be retired

and that the new equipment was & permcment installation leads us

v0 the concluslon that no further comment need be made upon tkis

Phese o the complaint.

Considerable evidence was offered in zn attemxpt to show
that on aumerous occasions patrons are required to stand for ex-
cessive periods of time aboard the coaches in this service. Exhibis
No. 27, submitted by Qefendant, shows that Tfor the week of Jume 16%th
Yo June 22ad, both dates inclusive, & total of 115C sckedules (575
inbound exnd 575 outbound), were opercted, of which only 58 carried
standees. This exhibit further shows that the maximum number of
stendees at any time was 13 and thet the averase number for “he
58 schedules was only 4.l.

It appears taet the princ issue of the complaint
reduces to the matter of fares. Prior %o 1920, fares on these
lines, which were “hen owned and operated by liotor Transit Come
pany, were based upon & Tlat e of 3¢ per mile. Between that tize
and May 1, 1933, no fixed dasis was in effect or Lotor Transit lines
but the general rate was approximetely 23¢ per mile, with & minimum
of 10¢ in most .instances. The rates Der mile varied widely between

the various lines, in certaizn instances reachiag 73é. In territory
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competitive with 2acific Electric Reillway Coumpany, one-way fares
on the two systems were the came, with the 10¢ nminimum applying on
dotor Transit routes. On iay 1, 1933, the minimum one-way fare.
was reduced from 10¢ Vo 5¢ for tne initvizl zone of approxinetely
2% miles

Immediately preceding the introduction of interim fares
auttorized by the Commission's Decision No. 30783, dated April 11,
1938, in Application No. 21656, persons commuting from Los Angeles
to South slhamdre (Garfield Avenue), o distance of 8.3 miles, wero
offered a 1l5¢ one=way Ifere, with a l0-ride book selling for Ll.l5

-

ané a 30-ride book at $2.70. On Xay 1, 1938, pursuant to the
interin order atove referred to, these fares were increased to
17¢ one way, with a 10-ride book selling for $l.30 and a 30-ride
book selling for $2.95. =Zffective Janucory 15, 1940, pursuant io
Decislon No. 32599, dated December 5, 1939, the zone limit to South
Alhembre was extended o almansor Sireet, increasing the zone to
8.65 miles and establishing & ~way fare of 15¢, a lO-ride ook
selling for $l.35 and a 30-ride vook selling Zor $3.60.

Siwilar increases were placed in effect in other zones
ir the came general ares, amounting in some cases L0 as much as -
32 per cent over those charged rrior to iy 1, 1938. Iurther than
this, the present 30~-ride books eare individual books, restricted 4o

the use of the purchaser, whereas the 30-ride books which were sold

prior to the fare increase, ag well as those under the Commission's

interin order, were fanily books, good for use by purchaser and
rembers of nis immediate family. Superiicially, Lt would appear
that such fare increases as are zmow 1n elfect are excessive, but
inspection of the tariffls of the lotor Transit Company »rior to the
recent order of the Commission will indicate that the commutation
fares then offered iz this arez were exceptlonally low,

It was the inteat of the Commission, by its Decicgion
No. 32599, in 35 far as practicadle, t0 establich féres on the
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