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Docision No. AT

BEFORZ TXE RAILZQAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of tho Application of SCUTEERN PACIFNIC
COMPANY, first, for permiscsion to discontinue the
operation of passenger tralins Nos. 57 and 58, opor-
aving betwoen Porterville and Fresno via Exebter,
Visalla, and Goshen Junmctlon, second, to discontinue
all regular passenger service om the Visalia Branch,
and third, to discontlinue all regular passenger service
on maln line beitween Exeter and Porterville.

Applicetion
Noe 25).‘.9 8
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RPe S. MYERS, for Apvlicent
ZATRY SEE, for Erotkerhood of Ralilroad Trainmon,
Interosted party.
Y TEE COMMISSION:
OBIXNZIOX

Southern Pacific Company filéd Thae abovewnumbered application
asking for autzority: (1), to discontinue the operation of passenger
trains Nos. 57 and 58 between Fresno and Porterville, via Cochen *
Junction, Visalia, and Exeter; (2), to discontinmue all regular pase-
senger service on the Visalla Branch between Goshon Junction and
Exotor; and (3), to discortinue all regular passenger sexvice on
maln line betwoen Exetor and Porterville.

A public hearing was neld on Septexmber 6, 19L.0, before
Exeminer Hall In Visalia, at whick time tho matter was submittod.

The operation of trains Nos. 57 and 58 is largely performed
by a gasolline motor passenger coach hauling one or more baggage and
mall cars. Ome of these baggage cars is set out by trair No. 58 each
morning at a creawery in Visalla for loading witkh milk and cream, and
in the evening 1t 1s picked up by train No. 57 for & commection with
main linc train to Loc Angeles. Nail, express, and passengers are
CGlstributed to the varlous comxmunitles through waich the traln passes,
the most important of which are Visalla, Excter, and Porterville.

Lpplicant presented testimony to show that the earningzs of




of these two tralirs do not meet thelr out-of-pocket costs by about
310,000 per vosr, or, in other words, the cost of operation amounts
to 51.3 cents per train mile whereas tho total Income smounts to 31l
cents por trair mile.

The total estimated annual revenue (Exhibit No. 1) is

segregated as follows:
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It was showm thot threc basgsenger stage companlies overateo
through and serve the territory throuzhn which trains Nos. 57 and 58
operate, snd that applicant will arrange for joint ticketing of their
Passongers so trnat they may use tho stage facilities.

In order that express service may contlnue, arrangements are
Peing made with Pacific lotor Trucking Company to serve the territory,
and that compeny will establish a specisl truck service to handle milk
and cream from the creamery st Visalia.

No provest was made against tho sbandonment of said passenger
service, althdugh notlices of the hearing were sent to all the interested
coxmmunities. The Postmaster at Visalls and a roprosontative of the
Ivanhoe Chamber of Cormerce ctated thas as long as reacscnable mail and
OXpress sorvice was to continue, they had no objection to the withe
drawal of these trains.

It Is clear Irom the rocord that the revenues from trains
Nos. 57 and 58, operating between Fresno and Porterville, do not meet
thelr out-of-pocket operating expense; furthermore, that the territory
s woll sorved by passenger stages, and the arrangement being made will
provide ample mall and express service.

& review of tho entire record in this proceeding shows that
rublic convenience and necessity co not require tke continuance of

passonger traln service by applicant through the territory Involved,
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and 1t will be so ordered.

A public hearing having been held and the metter having
been duly submiticd,
17 IS EEREBY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company 1s auth-
orized: (1), to dlscontimue the operation of trains Nos. 57 and 58
vetwecon Fresno and Porterville, via Goshen Junctlon, Visalia, and Exeter;
(2), to discorntinue all regular passenger train sorvice on its Visallsa
Branch, between Goskhen Junction snd Exeter; and (3), to discontinue all
regular passenger tralin service oOn 15s main line between Exeter and
Porterville; subject, however, to the following conditlons:
(1) Applicant shall give not less than ien (10) days! notlce
to the public of said passenger traln discontinuence, by
posting notice in agency statlons involved and on sald
trains Nos. 57 and 58.
(2) Applicant shall, within thirty (50) days thereafter,
notlfy this Commission, fn writing, of the shandonment
of sald passenger train service hereln suthorized and
of its compliance with tho condlitions herocof.
Applicant shell cancel, In conformity with the rules

of this commission, all passenger train time schecules
between sald pointc.

The Commicsion reserves the right to make such further
orders relative to the restoration of sald passenger
trein service if, iz 4itc judgment, public convenlence
and necessity demand such action.

The aushorization herein granted schall lapse and become
void if not exercised witain ome (1) year from the date
nereof, unless furthor time 1s granted by subseguent order.

The effoctive Cate of this order shall be ten (10) days
from the date hereof. ;2?
Dated at Sern Francisco, California, this gz day of

September, 1940
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