
In the Matter ot the .A:o'Olication ot 
'!'HZ FOUR TRA....'""TS v;~ CORPO:RAT!O:3' 
tor certificate ot public co~venienee 
end neeezsity to ope~ate a public 
utility water syste:l. 
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J,,~pli cation :~o. 23531 

Fred R. uehling, tor P. ~g. Uehli~g 
'Wate::- Systec, P=ot~stant.. 

O ~-"·!o·· r J. ).\; .v, .... ~-- ...... ,... ... 
The Four Tracts Water Corporation, a cor~o~ation, engaged 

in the businezo ot furnishing water tor docestic ~u.~oses ~ Tracts 

Nos. 6307, 6743, 7003 and 7240, ~oo A.~sclos Co~ty, lyins ,artly 

~~thin and in ~a~ easterly ot and eajoining t~e City o! Com?to~, 

asks to~ a ee~iticate or pu~lic conve~ience ane necossit7 to 

operate its water syste: as a ~ublic ~tility. The Com:izsion e.l~ 

is asked to establish rates tor t~e Service to be ~endere4. 

A public ~ee.ring in t:o.is ~ttel" was held. 'before 

EY~ner Steve. at Los ~oeles. 

The evidence shows t~at the water syste~ originally was 

installed about 1923 by Dan Gilkey and LGeston-S~t~, ~ealtors ~d 

subd.ividers who o:oerated the systetl Wltil 192'9" sU1>l'lyins water 

tree tor a considerable period o~ t1~e. Theso o~erators e~tered 

into various verbal agree~ents ·nit~ ~urchasors or their p~operty, 

promi~1~g to pass title to the water works tree and clear of all 
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e~¢umb~ence$ to the lot o~~ors fo~ o~eration ec e ~utual water 

aS$ocie.t10:l or corporation whc:leve::- e. suttieient. nu:."oer ot lots 

had been sold.. On 1w.y 2Z, 1928, De.:l Gilkey otte:ood the z:rste: to 

the property o\vne~s tor the s~ ot $l, 157, c1ai~ed to oe the out­

of-pocket costs of past :ai~ten~cc tor the syste:. The ot~er was 

refused. Agai::.l on Hay 9~ 1929, Cilkey ~e1=leetGd. his otter e.ski:l.g 

$1,513, 'Vlhich, ho al1egod, wa.s tho coot 01' past z:J.ei:l'~enQ.!lco tro~ 

Jo.nuary 1,. 1924, to A:pril 30,. 1929. T'.ac value ot the tixod ee.3)ito.l 

instO,lled CoS of' this le.tter dr.-to in 1929 we.s in t~c neighborhood 

ot $17,000.. This second ott:CJr likewise W(l.~ rotuzed ":jy tho 

l'::"'oporty owners who than 'b~co.::.c o.etivo in do't(:c1ning WflYS a.nd 

to fO~.tion ot Tho Fou= T=~c't$ ·Nrtor Co::x>rr.'t1on, Gilkoy boc~::o 

bc.:l.kru:pt c.ne. two l"cside:lts of tho co=t:lu=.itj" sccurod tho ",,..tel" 

syst~tl.. Thoror.t:tcr, tho w ..... tcr :proporties wero ,.. cquirod by f.'.P1'li-

c~n~ corpor~tion, which h~d ~o~n org~nizce in 19~O tor t~c pur,oso 

?loo origincl inton.tion 'V:{'.S to o:pc=r·.to r.s (I, "nutut:'1 " 

Wf'.te:::" cOtlpr.ny. Tho Co:-:?orrtion sought t:.d obt,..inod. .~uthority tro~ 

the Co~~osiono= ot Corpor~tions tor the is~u~~cc of 3,000 s~~roz 

of ztock of no ,r.r vc.1uo, 0'1: which 649 zhf.":'cz hr.vc" ~OO:l iszuod t":lti 

ot the so, 549 sl'l"..roo ('.ro now outo't.nntlins. ~l1lilo tho 1'1~!l "'IC.S to 

~~"~o~oldo~~ or not ~. th~. ~~-~ ~~.~.~ ~o Co~ ... o~-.tio~ ~_o~' d·~~i~.o~ .............,;; ,"'''' _ ......... ...- .'~ ... "........ ..:", -' _ ~ ..... - _ 
to opor~to ~dor ~ c~rti'1:ic~to ot ~u~lie convon1~nco ~n~ 

noeoss1 tj". (1) 

(1) S~ct1on 52 or th~ P~b11c Ctilitioc Act confers U'O!l the Eri1-
ro~d Co~ooion jurizdiction ovor tho 1ssur~co ot stock by 
~u~lic uti1itios. A~~licrnt r~y not, thcr~tor~r is:uo ~ny 
cddit10nrl stock ~1t~out ~~~ission fron tho Co~~r.ission. 
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The water supply is obt~ined trom two wells, each 12 

inches in dia:ncter) one being 156 ~eet deep Olld the other 206 teet, 

deep. Sach well is e~uip,ed with a turbine pu::p driven 'by a 15 

horsepower electric ~otor. 'i"later is stored in an elovated tank 

of 6,,600 gallon capacity. Tho::-e are 17,000 i'eet ot d.istri"oution 

~ins ranging fro~ 2 to 10 inches i~ di~eter end 225 servieo 

co:rmections, of ·Ilhieh 205 arc e.ctivo. 

The wator ehareo since Septe:bor 5, 1932, is a monthly 

flat rate of $1.75, ,roviding a discount of 25 cents it ~aid on 

or before the l5th at: the ::lonth. i":-o:::!l the ov!denco , it appea,rs 

that tho lot sizos in the dltferont tracts v~r1 trom les$ th~ 

ono-quarter (:) acr~ to approy.i~toly one-half ct) aero and that 

so~ owners havo co~tructcd es m~y as rive soparate residences 

on c half-cere lot. A~~licant hDz Qtt~:ptod to e~a~t its rato 

schedule to moet thece varying condi t10nz e.nd requests the,t t:b.e 

Commission esta'blish both flat and mete~ed retes for the dit:!o~ent 

classes ot service being ~endercd. ZAis, is necessa~J end ess~ntiel 

and will be provided tor in t;-.o Ordo::" tOll.ovli::.g this Opinio::.. 

t~. Fred Uehling, dOing business ~dor the fictitious 

fir.n name and. style at F. H. 'O'ellling ,\'{at¢r Systo=., was Granted 

authority by this Co:n::lission in its Docizion ~C>. 24177, d.a.ted . 
~ove:n.bor 2, 1931, (36 C.R.C. 742), to sorve water e,s a :public 

utili ty vti thin e. eortai::. 't,crrito:-y which includoc. thoroin tho 

tour tr~ctz sought to 'bo servod by a~?licant heroin. Tho Four 

'I'racts Wc;tcr Corporation at tilat title was con-:1uctillg 1 'tS wlltor 

a protost in this ~rocoodine ~gainst tho granting of ~ certiticato 

or public conv~nioncc and noco~sity which would includo Tract 

9390, e. ro-su'bdi vlsio:o. ot a !'ortion 0'£ Tract 5743, ond Tract 9420, 
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a re-subdivision at a ~ortian at Traet 7240, both original Trect 

5743 e.nd Tract 7240 in their ent.irety being included. i::. 'the inote.nt 

proceeding in the re~ue3t by a~~licant tor certification. This 

:protest was basod upon the gro'.:nes that tho Uehling ' .... ater Syste:n. 

was alroe.dy sorvi:lg all consu-.:.er3 in the said Tract 9420 end all 

"out onG· consu:oer in SEliC. Tract 9390, c.nd thc.t Mr. Uehlins or 

:nero."oers at his ta..~ily now O·N:L 17 at tho 22 lot.s comprising these 

two tracts. Hr. Uehling did not otherwise :9rotest c.gs.inst t·ne 

granti~ ot th~ ap~lication herein nnd his reo.uezts in regnrd t¢ 

Tracts 9390 e.ne. 9420 will '00 :recognized. by oxcluding tlle=. froe. the 

aren at servico heroinc.tter 6=~·ntod to c'l)l'licCJlt. 

At the hea.rine, a roport was subtlitted by 3. L. Clark, 

one ot the CO~3Sion's hydraulic engineers, showi~ an appraisal 

at the used and usetul property on tho 'basis ot the ostir..e.tod. 

original cost et $1'9,423 as ot Sopte::n.ber 25, 1940.. ~e co::::::es­

:ponding depreciation E'.!mui ty eO!'l;mtod by the sinki:l.S tu:ld. :a.othQd 

at 5% is $380. The re:9ort, also cont.ei::ls an o:ttiI:lato ot roasonable 

and proper annual mainto~~co ~d opcr~tion e~e~so tor tho 

im:edie.te tuturo o.::lounting to $2,963 J including doyreeic.tion. Tho 

csti:netod c.nnue.l o:.?e=e:ting rcvo:luc, 'bc.sed on r:. tle.t ::-l':t<3 at ~1.50 

por mo~th por sorvice connoction, is ~S,90S. Tho est1mr.tod ne~ 

rovenue ot $943 -.Ifill rotu.-n o.pproxi:u'.toly 5% on tho o'Por~tiv(: 

fixed ccpitc.l. 

Tho flf.l.t (I.nc. mctcrod ro.to schedulos h<:rci!lJltter ostc.-~ 

blishce. l\rc do signed to "00 just r-.nd. ron sOllf.l.'blc chr.re~s tor tho 

different clcsscs at ~c~ice to oe rc~dcrod r~d should yield ~ 

roc.sonc."olc. :lot :::otu..."'"D. on t1lo investment. Tb.ore bC:ing no dO.tc 

E".vr.ilr.blc on "'.ctu"~ U$O of Wf'.tor i::4 tho ~ost oporl;tions by ~ppli-

CC'Jlt, tho m~torod rr..tos h,..vc; ·O~C::J. :t'ixud through. cotl:prrison of" 
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si:nilar water use and =easurod ::-a~e scJ:.edules :lOW in etteet o~ 

other public utility wate::- $yst~...s operating in the i:rlediate 

vicinity a::ld under similar co:c.c.itio:c.s • 

. !rom the evidence cubmitted, it ap~cars that The !our 

Tracts Water C0::90retion is ·willi:J.g and able to tlake nclditio:c.s 

and im~rove~ents as ~eoded. Said cor,oratio~ hasesreed to 

install immediate improve~ents to provide and i~ure an 1nerca~ed 

pressure throughout th~ ontiro distri~ution syste~. there is at 

present no other sourea in the e.ren, 'which will 00 cortitieatod, 

fron whic~ r~sidcnt$ therein ~y obtain an adoquate yublic v~tor 

supply. The rccor~ 1ndiecte3 tha.t it is !or t~c best interests . 
of tho :public e.t this time thc.t ~ ce:-tific:at~ "0\3 g:-c.::.tod to n:?l'li-

c~..nt to serve wt.tor f43 o. !,ublic \ltili ty withi::. tllo c.::-oc. cs norc 

particulp.rly doscrib.;,d in tho tollowing Ord0r. 

Application as entitled above hevi~ been tiled wit~ the 

RailroadCo~ssio~, e public heerine ha7ing been held t~e::-eon, 

now tullY' advised 1:. the p:"e!'!!ises, 

oy declares tba~ public eon7~=ience e~d ~eeessit7 require tho 

operation of a water systO::l "07 ':i:'"AO Four T:-ac.tz ;'let~r C0%1'0:-e.tion, 

a corporotion, within that tcrrito::-y cast of Co~ton, Los Angeles 

COUl:.ty, more :po.rt!cula:::-ly descl"ibed C.S tollows: 

Tract N'o. 6307; Trc.et ~ro. 6743, excepting tllat portion 
which has oce~ ro-su"odividod and designatod as ~raet 
~ro. 9390; Tract :;0.. 7003: Tract No .72-40, oxeopting 
that 1'ol"tion which has boon l"e-subdividc<l and. dcsigne.tod 
as Traet ~o. 9420; and t~t tri~~~= ~i~co or lend 
lying south of Co~ton Eoulovcrd, bo~dod on tho west 
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by Gibson Street, on 'the oast by the west levee ot the 
tos ~eles Rive:- Flood. Control c!le.:c.nel; the territory 
eomprisins e total ot 115 acres :0:-0 or less. 

!T !S ~RZBr 0?~:?3D that e ce:-ti!icate ot pu~lic con-

venience end. nGcezsity be, end it io :c.~re"oy gre!lted to 'I'he Four 

Tracts Water Corporation to o,erate e. :public utility 'tor the 

described .. 

;tCorporation, e. co~oratio::..,. 'be t'l:ld. it. iz hereoy ~utho=izeti and 

dirocted. to tile with this CO%133ion, ~'Jithin thirty (30) dQYs 

from. tho d.ate ot this Order, tho followi!lG schedulo ot rc.tos to 

be chergod tor ell wetcr z~rvico ro:dorod. to its eons~ors sub-

sc:~u<:nt to the 12/1 d.. do.y ot ~, 1940, which 

scheclu1~ ot: retes is llo:-oby round to b~ just ~.nd rcp..so::J'."olo tor 

the service: to '00 :-ondo:-od:. 

Cle.ssit'ic~tio:'l Per MO:'lth 

Ono rosid~nco on ono lot com,rising 
ono-qucrter ~crc or loss .................... ~1.50 

For oc.ch ~ddit.ione.l resider-co ............ ............ 1 .. 00 

'For cecn C'.ddi tionr'.l que.:tor f".erc 0:-
~rcction thorco~ •••.•••••••••••••••.••••••• 1.00 

~uto courte e~d ot~cr t~os ot sc=vico ~ll bo c~r=sod 
C.t =ogul:"'~r :lotQ:" :"t:"tcz • 

.. 
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5/8 x 3/~ 
3/4 

1 
2 
3 

i::l.oh meter 
" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 

•••••• ,. ........... 1# ••••••• 

1IfP ......................... . ................... .- ..... 
.........................•. 
•••••••••••••••••• r~ •••• 

$1.50 
2.,00 
2.50 

'3.00 
5.00 

Zacb. ot the foregoing ":',:ontllly !:i!lil"l'J.."O. Charges" 
v~ll entitle the con$~~e~ to the qu~tlty or 
water which that monthly ninim~~ charge will 
purchase et the tollowing ~on~hly c.~antity rates: 

Y.onthly qu~~tity Retes: 

First 1,000 cu~ie teet ..................... $1.50 
~l over 1,000 cu~~c ~eet, per 100 cu. ft... .10 

A meter mey b~ installed on eny service at the 
option ot either the ~O::l.suo¢r or tho utility. 

!T IS ~3EY Frr.??r.~~ ORD~-n that 7he ~our Tracts Cor-

~oration "o(j and it is hereby directed as :t'olloV1S: 

1.. Within th~ty (30) eays !ro~ the date ot this Order, 
to submit to t:J.is Co::"..is3io::l to-:: its approval,. o.ue,d­
ruplicate sets ot rulos and r~eulationo govor::l.~ng 
relations i'rit~ its CO::lS'J.mOl"Z, each SOt o~ "bich slla1l 
contain a suita"ole ::e..p or sketch, d:-c,wn to $,:l, 

indicated scale upo~ e sheot ~pproxi=ntcly at x 11 
inches i~ Size, de1i~catins thorou,on i::l. distinctive 
:erklngs the boundarios of the authorizod servico 
area; 1=lrovidod, however, the t S1lCh ~.:p or skotch 
shall not t!:.orocy "oe oonsidered by thiS Comiszion 
or ~y other public ~ody ~s ~ f~.l or conclusive 
dcter.ci~tion or ostr."olis~~ont ot tho dodic~tod ~roc 
of service:) or ft.ny ,ortio::l 'thereof. 

2. Wi thin sixty (SO) dC'.ys fro:l tho dnto of this Ordor) 
to tilo With this Co~ssion tour eo~io$ of ~ 00:­
~rchon$ivc m~~ dr~~ to ~n indieetod~sc~lo ot not 
loss tb.~~ 400*toct ~o tho inch, upon which shell bo 
dolin(Jc.toc. corroctly by c.pproprif'.to :::"rki:lgs tho 
various tr~cts ot l~:l,d in tho torritory tor which 
tho oortitiet.to is g:r;~t~d horoin. This ~~ should 
be re~so~bly ~ccur~t¢, show tllo source ~~d d~to 
thoroot t .t:'.nd sufficiont df'.t!' to dotorroino clot'.:rly 
Qd doti::.ltcly the locl",tio:J. of the vr.:-iouz pro,crtios 
eomp=ising the ontirc utility c.rer. of s~rvico. 
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3. Wi thin siT.ty (60) da:rz fro:. th¢ date of this Order, 
to file ~nth this CO~~3sion ~n attidavi~ to t~e 
effect t~t it .nll never clei: before this Co~­
mission or e::ly other ~ub11c ~ody an a=.ount for 
the certificate of :public e.onvonience end neeessitj 
gr~ted herein in exoeS3 of tho ectuel cost ot 
aco.uis1tion. 

For ell othe~ purposes, the efteotive dato or this Ordor 

shall be twonty (20) da~s tro~ an1 after tho date ~~roor. 

Dated at Sen Frc.:l.c ieeo, Co.l itor:lic., this l qtt day 

of qt,-H'L4~; , 1940. 
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