
Decision :!o. 

In the ~!a.tte::" ot t.he Al',licatio:l ot 
the TRr.T!D).:o ·"'An? & SU?PlY CO~'?.A:.r:r 
tor order autho:-izing increase in 
rates. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

----------------------------) 

BY T~ C O~~,:rSS!o:r: 

I~ this ~rocceding, the Trinidad Water ~ Su~p1y Co=va~1, 

a co~oration, (1) fun:.islli'::l(; water toz: do=:est1e e.:ld ot.her :?~oses 

in the to"tr.l, of Trinidad, Eu.~bo1dt Cour..ty, a~k$ to::" ex. incree,se in 

the tlat rates end toz: the e$ta"oli$b=le~t ot rtl.tas tor :::ete:-ot! 

se:-vice. 

.A public hearing in this =atter ""e.s hole. at Trinidad. 

This :public uti1itj was organized 13,$ a co!?oration in 

1908 and. sene::: th~ inc:orporate<! to-;'r.l ot Tri:lie.ad. ':i:'~e water 

supply is ootained tro~ Y~ll Croc~ and co:voyed through 4,780 

teet ot two- and t~ee-inch ~i,e to the sto:-ago tacilitios coc

~risinG a 7,OOO-gal10~ tank a~d a 7,300-gellon ta~. The distri-

ranging fro: three-~~a~crg o~ an inch to two inches in di~~eter, 

constructed al::ost e:l.tirely in 1908. '!".::.ere e:e nO\,l th1:'ty-~our 

CO!l$u:~ers all su,plied u::.der gre.vi t7 ~low. 

(1) Eere1ne~ter =e~erred to az the Co~pany. 
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The flat rates now bei~G ehe~sed ~d those proposed, 

are sb.o ... ·~, in part, as ~ollows: 

Do~estic cons~er$ 
Carage 
Ceneral Store 

?resent Actual 
C::s:!!"~cs 

:;1.00 :pOl' :r:lontb. 
3 .. 00" ff 

2.50" " 

:?ro'Oosed :ne.t 
. Rates 

$1 ~50 per :lonth 
3.00" " 
3.00" " 

The meter rates asked to ~e eut~orized arc as followz: 

M1nimuc Mont~ly Charge: 

}r.ontllly Q,ua..""l.tity Rates: 

First 10,000 g~11o:ls7 
Over 10,000 " 

1,000 eallo:lz 
l,OOO " 

$1 .. 50 

$0.4785 
.2946 

Tho :"ocord S:'O".'I$ t~t in goneral tho dosign of thQ entirG 

syste: has bco:l i:ledc~ue.tG i~ flow ea.pacity to furnish zutticiont 

and se.tisfactory servico 'to 1:)11 CO:lS'\.J.::O:-S and tl:c.t the ".bili ty 0-:. 

tl'lO trancr!issioll end. distri~ution :oipe li:les to trc.ns::it we.to:" he.o 

been further li~t~d by th~ tor~t1.on o! tUOQ:"c1os end incrustQtions 

on the interior s~tace of tho pi?oz e.s a re~ult ot the co~osive 

p:"operties of tho water. This co~~ition b.a~ bOO:l corrected 

periodically by re~oving ~d c1eeni:lg sections of ,i~e_ W~. 3hriser, 

secretary of 'the CO:lpe.:ly,teC't1!'io:' thet e.t the ,rGzent ti:lc l,OOO 

teet of 3-inch pil'o ::equi::'o elcez:.ing at en esti::::Atcd cost of $56 

end that other repei:"s, to t~e extent or $75, ~r.l1 be n~eozsary in 

the near tuture. Eo also testitioQ. that 1,000 :Coot ot 3-i!'lch e:o.d 

1,000 feet or lio-i:.cl:. pipe require i~odiato rc!,le,comcnt at an 

e.ppronmte cost of $760. TAO eftoc:t of tho 1itit~d. oe.:O$.citj" of 

the tr~s=iss1on line ~e3 bue: partially ovorcome by tho installa

tion o:C the now storag~ tenk. Th~ Cocpa:y do~lrcs tho privileeo 

of installing ~ot~rs on th03C consUQcrs' ~ro:ise3 whO, in th~ ~est, 
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have 'boen careless in the use of water, resulting i:l an un:lecessa.:-y 

and ur..ree.sone.blte waste tl:ereot a..'"ld 1:1 a. red:uctio::. 1:1 ,ressuro .e.nd 

in 'the ~O\Ul.t 0: stored wator •. 

:10 syste!latic accountine; ::ecords ~ave 'been ke':lt 'by the 

Co~pany and no accurate or detailed tisures on either o~erati:g 

.. expenses or ce.:pi tel invest::lont wero a7e.~la'blo. .A. repo:'t we~ su'b-

mitt¢d 'by J. C. Luthi~, one of t~e Co~~ssion~s hydraulic ongin~ors, 

in whjch the origi::a1 cost 01: ti.10 ·:~ter works was estiI:lc.tod at 

$4,669 and tho 8:l:lllel ::e.int3:1e!lc;) and oT,Joro.ting o7.!Jonscs at $390, 

including a dcprcciatioJ: a."l:l1.\it7 ot $53. ':'!'l0 re'Venuo tor tho "/O!).'!: 

1939 was ~S4. 

The c~cnt CXC~SSi7C cost ot o~crotion is the result, 

pri~ri1y, of deterrod ~int~~:J.co w~ich, tor thv p~~oso 0: re.to 

fixing, should be ~istrib~ted e~uiteb1y over a reasonable period 

of years sufficient also to ~rovide tor any eAtraordi~ry repairs. 

The roplece~ents to ~o ~eo ~ecos~ar: ere ce~~in pipe lines whie~ 

have become completely doyrcci~t¢d. Z~O tact that these ~intene~cc 

costs end. urgently r~'1uired ce::~ite.l ex,o:lditurcs i'lill 'be incu.r:'od 

over a very short period o~ ti~o, does ~ot ~mrre~t or Justi:y ~~ 

i~creasc i~ retos. Tho cai~t~~e~ce costs, es indicatod ebovo, 

should be properly amortized over c p~riod of joers. rrovcrthcl~ss, 

it is a~parcnt t~et t~~ ?ros~~t ~~t r0vonuo basod. o~ existinG 

retos will ~ot yiold a fair rete of rctu=n on tho invostcd capital. 

to properly ~rovi~c for th~ pr~sc~t ~l~ssos 0: do~nd.. Tho 

schedulo of retes ¢3te~lis~od hcr~in is acsi~od to pr01uco a fair 
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Zxprecsions fro::. several CO:lSu:lcr:3 indicated that . they 

would preter to have the pro sent Ciuality of service the.::. to pay 

rates that :light 'be established ~or a:l extensivelY .. i:n:yrovcd syste: .. 

However, it appears t~at low preszu:oe ,i1'e, le.:-ger than at :oresont 

installed, ~ be used in :eking replace:ents in the transr.dssio: 

line without ad.ding to the ce.~ito.l i:c.vest:::.cnt. J... 'Q.6.i:-. of le.rger 

capacity fron the tanks to the center of the distributio~ systom 

would i~rovet~e pressure :utficiently to provi~e 8. sonerally 

satisfactory water se~ice. ~c gravity water zu,~ly is ~ore 

than ~plc to provide tor all cons~~er de~d e~d, tor this reaso~, 

the installation of ~ter3 tor the ~~~ose of curtailing nOr.Qa1 

water eonsum,tion, as e s~ostitute for installing larger pipe 

lines, not o:1y is very poor water-works practice but is not to 

th~ best intorests of th~ pu~lic. !t is tb.~r~~orc rcco~ended that 

it meters should b~ installed that t~s typo 0: sorvico bo con

ti~ed o:1y to s~~ciel classes ot u~o which c~ot tairly '00 sorvod 

throu~ tlat ro.to o~eratio~ ~~thout ~oir discri~nation. 

Tt.o I:l~t~r ratos pro:!>osod by tho CO::lpany era thoso cho.:reod 

by the rn.unicipel water de?8.rtT!'l.ent o~ th.e city of ::;ureke. and are 

not oased O~ any analysis or rete riXi~S data e,~lieeble to this 

:?roeeedin,z. The ~ctcr rates which ·,':ill be establigl:od in the 

::"ollowing Order e.re co~irl¢rc~ to be co:,e.rable, on the· basiS ot 

water use, to the flat rates end a~o do~i~od to avoid pozzib1c 

'I..Ul.i'airncs:; in che.:-gos bet''''o~:l the -:Ilrio\!~ classc~ or wc.to:" usors. 

O:\DZR -",..,..--*-

Ap~lication e.~ e~titlcd above ha7ing oco~ til~d with tho 

Railroa~ Co~SSiO~, a public hearing having boe~ hold t=crcon, 
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tully edvised in the ~~c=ises, 

by the Trinidad -;;ate::- & SU1'~ly Co~!,e.:l:r., e. co~oratio:l, tor water 

delivered to its consu."'!ers in ~.::l1 1:1 'tile vici:.it.y or ~rinid-9.a., 

Eu:boldt Co~tj, ere ~just e::::.d ~~ee.so~a~le in zo tar as t~ey 

established are just end roa30~U\tle rates to be che,recd tOI' the 

service ren~eI'ed, e~d based u~on the tOI'e~oin.g fi::::.di~S or ~ect 

~d upon the further state~e~tz of tact co~teined in the O~i~ion 

which precedes this OTde~~ 

a cor-poratio!l, "oe end it i$, her~"o:1 '!uthorizcd. a:-.d dirocted to tile 

in quadrt:.plicate ','lith tho ?.e.ilroe.d. Co=..."!l1.ssion within thir'ty (30) 

days rro~ the date of this Order, the tollo~~nc cchedule of ratos 

to be c'harlZ"d tor all wator d.elivcrod to its C'o=.SU:lars on a:J.d 

e.fte~ the l..r day 0": f)::/t!.I,h teA / , 1940. 

Claszii"icetio:: :?or !,:onth 

1. Reside~ce, inclu1i~B i~rigation or 
2,500 s~ua=e teet ot levm, shr~bs 
and ge::den ••••• '* ... ., ....... e· ••••••• __ •• • • ~1.25 

2. 

3. 

For each 100 square teet o~ la~~, 
shrubs e:d gerdc~ ir=i50tion in 
addition to t::'e above, payable 
eac~ ~onth of t~e year ___ ••• ___ •••••••• .03 

Carage or service stetion •••••••••..••••• 2.50 

Sto~es .................... , •• , •••• oil ............ e • 2.50 
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4. Cafes 

~lat ~~tos Contd. 

?c::- :':onth 

• ........... -- .... -- ............. e·. ____ ..... .. ;:3.00 

5. Gr~r School .~ .•• _ .••..•..... 6 ••••••••• 2.00 

2.00 6 • TO"-'lXl &11 ......... ., .................. __ •.•.. 

A ~eter ~y be ir~talled on enj =o~vicc et the o~tion 
of eit~er the ~tility or t~e co~su=e~, in w~ieh c~so tto~e 
vJill 'be appliod the !'ollo~"linG: 

5/S x 3/4 inoh 
3/4 " 

1 " 
1-1/2 " 

2 fI 

r:atar 
n 
w 
~, 

" 

• • • __ • • • e- • .. • • • • • _ • • • • 

• ................. III ••• ....... --.~ ..... -... 
..•..•.............. · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

$1.25 
1.75 
2 .. 75 
4.00 
6.00 

Zach ot the !'ore~oi:.:n; '':,.':inimu.'':'l :~o:=.thly Cha:-gcs" 
~Nil1 o~tit1e the eo~o~~r to the ~uantity o~ 
wate:: ~':~ieh that I!lini~u.'":. :J.or:thly d.'!.e.:-gc will 
purcha~e at the tollowi:lg ft~~onthl:r q,ue.:ltity 
Rates·: 

First 
:~oxt 
O~er 

SOO cubic :e~t, or less 
400" "":)0:" 100 

1000" "-" 100 

.......... 1~" 25 
'i/'.I. • 

.20 

.15 

Co~pany, a co~o~&tio:, 'be erA it is ~ercby dir~ct¢d, ~s tollows: 

1. Within thirty (30) days tro~ the ~ctc o~ this O~dcr, 
to subr~t to t~is Comcizsio~ fo:" its s~~roval tour 
cets or rul~s ~~d roeul~tio~ ~ovc:-ni~·r~latio~s 
wi th its cO:J.3u=J)rc, cac!l' set o'! "'lhic~ shall co::.tain 
e. suite."ole A::!:a!, or St.:Otc11, d:rt"f''','n to £Ul ir..d.ie~.tod 
sealo, u,on c sheet a,~~ox~tely at x 11 inchos in 
sizc, 3ho~d~ th~ cree sC~lcd end t~c location there
ot witll rc~~:"c!lc,:: to th<.; $1.l:"roundins tvrrito:-Y'; 
p:"ovid~d., howcvor, that such =eo:o or sko~eh sholl not 
tll¢::-ooj" "oe eonsidcrcCt 'b:r tj:,1s CO:'n""\1ssion 0::- c.::r 
othcr l'u~lic 'boc.:r :; s c. finl'.l or conclusi vv doto:-
minetion 0:- estc.,lisb:!lCl:lt of' tho dod.ic~t~d. ~.:"e£'. 01: 
sorvice, 0:" eny ~ortio~ theroof. 

-6-



A-22822 
El~ 

2. Wi t:J.~ sixty (60) days 1:ro::. tho date or tJ:J.s Order, 
to tile ~,.,"i th thiz CO::n:iS:jiOll tour eopie:; ot a eO:ll
:p:rehensiv~ map, d=e:w: to an indicated scale of not 
less t~ 400 teet to the i~ch, U'O~ ~ich shall be 
dolineatod correctly by a:ppro~riet~ ~rkings the 
various ,arcels in t~e territory se=ved, and the 
location and siz~ o~ ~11 trans~i~sion ~~d distribu
t1o~ p1pe 11:es. Thi~ ~p shoula be reeso~bly 
accurate a:d Show the ~o~ce end date thereot. 

For all other purposes, the er~ective dato or this Order 

shall be twenty (20) days tro~ end atter the dato hereo:. 

Dated. at Sa: Fre.:l.cisco, California, this ,..? i ~ day 

ot ~ , 1940. 
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