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BIFORE T RAILROAD COILIISSION

In the Matter of the Apnlication of

the TRINIDAD WATER & SUPPLY CORATY :

for order auvthorizing increase in Applicetion To. 22822
rates.

Axthur W. Fill, Jr., for Apdlicant.
3Y TES COAISSION:
CRPIFIO:

In this proceceding, the Trinidad VYater &'Supply Cozpauy,

a corporation,(l) furnisaing water for domestic and other pdrposes

in thé towa of Trinided, Zumboldt County, asks for exn increese i
the flat rates end for the establizhment of rates For metered
sexvice.

A pudlic hearing in this watter was held at Trinided.

This pudblic utility wes orgenized as a corvorovion in
19C8 and serves the incorporated towm of Trinidad. The wate?
supply is obtained Ifrom MILll Croeck and convoyed through 4,780
feet of two- and three-inch pine “o the storege facilities com-
prising & 7,000-gallon tank and a 7,300-g2llon tank. The distri-
bution system consists of aprroximately 7,500 feet of pipe,
ranging from three-querters of az inch to two inches in diameter,
cénstructed élnost eatirely iz 1908. Truere are now thirty-four

consuners ell supplied uzder grevity Zlow.

(1) ZEHerelnefter referred to aS the Company.
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The flat rates now being charged and those proposed,

gre shows, in pert, es follows:

Prosent Actual Provosed Tlev
narres tes

Domestic consumers 51.00 »er montia 21.50 per momth
Carage 3.00 " " 3.00 "7 v
Generel Storc . R.50 7 " 3.00 " "

The meter rates asxed to be sguthorized are as follows:

Minimum Moataly Charge: $1.50
Monthly Quantity Rates:
First 10,000 gellons, per 1,000 gellons . 30.4785
Qver 10, 1000 " " 1, >000 .2948
The record shows that in general tho design of the cntire
systex has been ingdequate iz flow capacity to furnish sulficiont
and setisfectory sorvice ©o nll consumors crd ¢ az the obility of.
the trancmissiorn ené distridvution pine lizes o +¢r s:it wptoT hes
been further limited by the formetion of tuborcles ead incrustatigns
on the izverior surface of the pipos &s a result of the corrosive
properties of tho water. This cozndition 2as boen corrected
periodically by removing and cleening sections of pipe. Mr. :hr* er,
seer retery of the Company, testified Tket &t the present time 1,000

feot of 3-inch pipo require cleening et an estimated cost of £56

end that other repeirs, to tae cxtent of 373, will de necossary in

the neer future. ¢ also testifiod that 1,000 feet of 3-inach exnd
1,000 feet of lz-~inck pipe roquire immodiato rcplacomcnt a2t an
epproximate cost of $7580. Tac effcet of thc Limitod canac‘ty of
the transmiszsion line kes buexz partielly overcome by thoe installa-‘
tioz of the now storage tank. The Compazny desires tho‘privilego

of instelling moters on those consumcrs' promises who, in the nauu,
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have been careless in the use of water, T sulting i1 en unzecessary
and unreasonadle waste thereol and Lz a reduction in yprezzuro and
in the emount of stored water..
No systematic eccounting records lave Been kept by ik

Company end no accurate or detalled figures on eivher operat 's
expenses or capivel investment were avalladble. A report wes sud-

tted by J. C. Luthin, one of the Comuission's hjdraulic cng.nﬂors,
in which the original cost of tha weter workngao estinoted et
4,669 and tho snnuel meintenancs and oporating ezponscs &t $390,
including & deopreciation anunity of $53. The wrevenue £o0r tho year
1939 was 3454.

Tac currcnt ¢xcessive 203t oF opcration iz the result,

primarily, of doferrod neintengnee which, for tho pu:noso oL reto
fixing, should be distrivuted eoulvably over a *casonable period
of yeers sufficient aloo to nrovide for any extraordmnary »epalirs.,
The replecexments to ve rade necessery are certain pipe lines whick
kave bhecome completely deprecisted. Ths fact thét trhese mainzeﬁénce
costs end urgently required canitel exmenditures will bé incurred
Qver a very shortv period of time, does ot warreat or just *J an
inerease iz retes. Tho meintonezce 0 gs ind icatod sbvove,
should be properly amortized over ¢ TORTS. Hovcrthc.css
it is espperent thet the proscent net revenue vased on ¢xisting
Tates will not yicléd a feir recte of rotumn on zhclinvostcd cdpital.
Iv 23 also cloar Ret the prosont rato schedulc nocds edjustmont
0o proncrlj Providc for the nreseat ¢lassos of domend. Tho
schedulo of ratcs ¢cgteblisncd hercin Ls dcslipgnod to produco a fair
and Jus st return on ; Inwvestmant In uscd amd uselful provortics,
ircluding tho nocessary cenitel roconstruction progrem consists

melinly, of the Lnsvelletion of lerpger pipe lines.
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Ixpressions from several consumers indicsted tiaat they
would prefer to have the prosent quality of service tham to pay
rates'that might De established for an extezsively improved systen.
However, it eppears thet low pressure »ipe, larger than at present
installed, can be used in zeking replacements in the transmission
line without edding to tke capitel investment. A mein of largér
capecity from the tanks to the center of The distribution‘systom
would immprove the pressure sufficieatly to provide a‘generally

aetisfactory water service. Thc gravity weter supoly is more
then ample to provide for all consuner demand end, for this reason,
the installation of meters For the purpose of curtailing normsl
watér consumption;‘as e substitute for installirng larger pipé
lizes, not only is very poor water=worlks practice dut 15 not o
the best interests of the pudlic. It is thoerefore recommended that
il meters should be instelled uhat tiis type of sorvico Yo con~
ined oxly to svacial classes of uso which eccnuot 2 *rlf bo servoed
Tarough flat revte opération without unfair discrimination.

-t

& metor retos proposod by the Company ero thoso cherged
by the municipel water depertmont of *he city of Zurekas and are

20t based on any analysis or rate fixing data epplicedle %o this
Proceedinsg. The moter retes which will be esteblisted in the
Tollowing Order are cozsidered ©o be comperable, on the‘basis of
water use, to the flat rates end are dosigned 40 evoid possﬁblc

wfairness in chargos betwoeen the various classes of wetor users.
2DZR

Application a5 exntitled above khaving bdeen filed with the

Railroed Cormission, e public hearing baving beea held thercon,




the matter having deea subnitved, and Ve Commission belng now
fully elvised in the prenlses,

IT IS ISRERY FCTID AS A FACT that the retes now charged
by the Trinided Water & Supply Coupseay, a corporation, for watér
delivered to its consumers iz and iz the vicinity of Trinidaed,
Eumboldt Couaty, ere unjust zxd unreasonedle in S0 Jar es they

Qiffer from +he retes herein esveblished and thet the rotos herein

estebliished are just end reasouable rates to de charged for the

service rendered, end besed umon the foregoing finding of fect
and upon the funther statenents of Tact conteined in the Opinion
~whieh preceées this Oxrder,

IT I5 ISROAT ORDERTD thet Trinided Yater & Supply Company,
a corporation,‘be and it 5. nerehy suthorized and directed to file
in ¢uedruplicete with tae Reilrocad Commission within thirty (20)
days from the date of tizis Order, the following cschedule of ratos
©0 be cherped for all wator gelivered to its consumers on and

efter tae /¥ day of _Llerpis Lo/, 1940.

RAT.S SCIEIDULIS

Por Month

Reszidence, Including irrigation of

2,500 square feet of lewa, shrubs
and ETACR ceeesasssecenacccorssosnanasos $1.25
For each 100 sguare feet of lavm,

sarubs exnd gerden irzigetion iz

addition to the above, peyedle

each month of the vear .....

Cargge Or service stetioll ceveceraccaccens

e oy oy
VOA.es ......-...-.....-..‘.Ilibﬂ...tﬂ..'I..-.




Flat Retes Conutd.

Por llonth

C&fés -..----.--'--....-.--.---..-.-'.--;-.lﬁ $3-00

Cresmial SCROOL cevuccecavescncocacnscannnne 2.00

To"‘m E&ll .....-I’.....‘.I....I.....ﬂll.‘..ll 2-00

A meter may ve installed on eay service &t the option
of elivher the utility or the coasumer, in which cesc there
will be applicd the following: .

eter Rates

Vinimum Yonthly Charses:

5/8x3//4 ‘Mhmdtar ‘...-o‘..—..--..o-..ol ‘i;llzs

g
3/’: v v LA B S B A B B B B B K N B BB AN ] 1.75

”

2]

l w LEC A B A B W A R NI A S ) 2.75
l-l/z b S s e bosesrmcspversereae 4000

2 " " 80 bressesrv e sases 6-00

Zach of the foregoing ™iinimum lfonthly Charges™
will onvitle the conSumeT O thc quantity of
water vhich thet minimum monthly cherge wil
purchase at the followiag "Monthly Quantity
Rates™: o

Monthly Quantity Ratas:

Tirst 0600 cubic feet, O 158 veveccen.. $2.25
Noxt 400 ¢ " por 100 cu.ft. ... .20
Owexr 1000 " " " w - " ... 15

47 IS ZIRZE3Y FURTEIER QRDIRZID thet Trinidad Vator & Supoly

Company, & corporation, be and it is hereby directed, os follows:

L. Within thirty (30) deys from the dete of this Order,
to subtnmit to this Commission for 1ts approval four
cets o rules and regulations governing relations
Witk its coasumers, cach-set oF whichk shall contain
& suitedle zep or skoteh, dravn to an indiented
scele, upon & sheot epproximetely 8% x 1l iachoes in
size, showing the nrea served end the loeation there-
of with refercace to thy surrounding torritorys
provided, however, that such =sp or sketeh shall not
Thcroby ve considercd by this Commission or anv
other pudblic body 25 & Tinel or conclusive dotor-
mizetion or estadlishmount of +tho dodicatod ares of
service, or eny vortion theroof.




Witkin sixty (60) days from the date of this Order,
10 file with this Commission four copies of & com-
prebensive map, drawn t0 an indicated scale Of not
less taan 400 Teet to the inch, umon whick zhall be
delineated correctly by eppropriete markings the
various parcels in the terrivory served, and the
location ard size of all tramsmission and dfstribu-
tlon pipe lizes. Thisz mep should be reesonedly
accurate axd show the source and davte thereo?.

For all other purposes, the effective dato of this Order

saell ve twexnty (20) deys from end after the date hersor.
Dated at Sex Framcisco, Celifornie, thic 244  day

of _Naurecded , 190.

-Commissioners. .




