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) 
In the ::w:eter ot the Application or ) 
EMY~ TO~SO~ tor ,er~ssion to leaze ) 

...,... ....... 111X\ ... 1"'\I"\,...,.: ,'(",' r;--',·, I ... I';; ~ ~ ;1. II .", ! 
I II ,./1';: I ... I ' ,. I 
t t ~ ";'''. I; : i ;; .'! I,' . ~ i 

( ~. I I . : ' I;. I 'J., I,,· . ~ L.. 
'=I -. '- "-tI '-='.. .... /IIIIf ... lIIJ,<i. ............ 

her real pro,erty and water worY~ ) 
sy$te~ thereo: in the Town ot Arbuckle? ) 
California, tOA~?lieant, w. D. B~~DFO~D.) 

A~:;>licatior. No. 23607. 

----------------------------------) 
~~c Tolso~, tor A?~licar.t. 

w. D. Bradtord, for AP?licant. 

O:?!NION -.,.. ... -~-~ 
!n this proceeding ~~a Tolson requests t~e P.ail=03~ Co:-

:ission to authorize the leasing for e. tel'::' of two years ot her 

water syste: in the Town ot Arbuckle, in the Cou~ty ot Colusa, to 

_V: .. D. 3radtord, who joins i!l the .application. M::. 3radtord has 

been o~erati!lg e ?ublic utility su~~lyi:g water tor do::.estic ~~d 

other purposes to the majority ot the intabitants ot the unincorpor-

atec. Town ot Arbuckle since 1897. Shortly prior to l~)O ~ Tolson 

co:c:nenced .tl':e sale and distribution ot weter tor do:nestic use toa 

l~ited n~oer of residents in the easterly ~o=tion ot this co~un-

ity. 

A public !lea:'i~g in this :nettcr was held in J.!'ouckle. 

The Tolson wa.ter syzte: consists of e well, pipe lines, 

a small storage t~k ~d otter facilities, tor serving some thirty 

inhabitants. The consideration stated in the lease is ten dollars~ 

,ayeble upon the execution thereot ~d tte further sue ot ten dollars 

due and owing on tte 1st day o~ January, 1941. 

M!'s. Tolson·'s· pU!C.pi!lg plant recently broke C.OW:l, whereu~n 

she :nade a::orangemer.ts Vii th :..rr. Bradford to 'take over and. se:-ve e.ll 
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her co~zumer$, the =~in eu??ly ~arnished through a~ eXisting intcr-

connectio~ between the two syste:w. )!rs. Tolson c1a1::.s tb.et tll.~ . 
:'inanci~l burden of ~le.!lt I'eb.~"O!.litstion o;,leced u'Oon ~er by reason 

" Po ~ 

0:' the failure of the ?u:? and t~e inadequecy of the storage and 

new business through existing co~?etition in the s~ll aree, has 

~de it ~possible to reco~str~ct the ~l~t and res~e service to 

her cons~ers u~on e prof1ta~le ~e~is. She therefore desires to 

retire !,er:r.ane~tly fro:: ell fu:the:' public utility '.'later business 

in this co~~ity. 

For some ti:ne, Y:. 3rsdforc. !las bee::. ee:::-ving quite a te'w 

consu:ners ir. !\~rs. Tolson'S service area, witJ::.out obj.ection on her 

part, bece.u.se the Tolson equi?rlent is wholly inadequate to ::::leet the 

pipe line su~?lyino this territory. !n the event t~et he is au~hor-

ized to ass~e the obligation of su?,lying the e~tire Tolson dis­

trict, he has agreed to install at least one ad.ditio~e.l and larger 

:ein tor this ~ur?ose. As a te~po:t'ary expcdie~t,the old Tolson 

pll:ll;?ing unit has already bee:J. :~?le.c-;:d \·~i -ell a new jet pump driven 

by an electric :oto:t', and a 225-sallo~ galvacized welded. steel 

pressure tank also has been i~stalled to replace the existing old 

wooden tank. ~b.e new ?U!llp discherges i.c.to the tank. ?ress1.!I'es 

syste:: now is connected .... 'it!:. the 10,OOO-gello:l sto:-ege trull: of the 

Eradtord plant, the tank oeing u?on a tower 51 teet above ground 

level at the 3rcetord well field. 

The Arbuckle ::?u"olic titili ty 'Jistrict ..... ac to:':led early in 

1939 and the directors thereof are considering the construction of 

e more elaborate water works and a sewage eis~osal system ~oI' this 

-2-



A-23607 -

co::::mnity. Said Dist=ict inte~~s to hold e bon~ electio~ in the 

near fut\.U'e to raise tu=.ds to reCO:lstruct ei the:- 0:- b·oth ot the 

existing ".'late:- works. ~n.til the outco::e of this ele¢tion is deter-

mined, Yr. Bradford hesitctes to :lake ar.y 1:u:t.heI' i:lprove:ents to 

or e,:tensions 01: his 1'ac111 ties, whic!l accounts tor tta pro:?ose.l in 

this ?roceedi~s to lease rather than 9u:chase t~e Tolson ~lant6 

The schedules 0-:: :::leter retes tiled in 1930 by !crs. Tolson., 

and now i~ effect, e=e identicel wit~ the present c~e.rges established 

for the Bradford ~l8!lt in 1928 ~y Decisio.:. !ro. 19954 • The flat =e.tes 

on both systeos are practically the seme. N~. 3radtord intends t.o 

continue the Tolson tlct :-ates in effect to her cons~e=z unt.il such 

t~e as there arises a ~eed tor ~eters, which ~y be installed eit.her 

at the o~tio~ or the utility 0= upon the request 0-:: any cons~er_ 

In the event. that failure or e bond election to c~=ry, 

or other cause should prevent Arbuckle Public ~tility Distriet t=o~ 

ass1J:ing the duties e.:d obligations 01: p:-oviding adequate water 

service to the CO!lsce!"s now z~ppliec. by ~~3. Tolson O!l or 'oei'o:'e 

the date o~ expiratio=. o~ the lease involved herei~, ~r. Bradford 

\\1.11 te.ke wllatever ste?s :::.ey 'be :-easonao1y nece$S~.=y to exte:ld his 

leasehold i~terest as required, or to ,urehsse outright the Tolson 

syste~ as it then. exists. ~othins in t~e oree:- tollowi!lg this 

o?inio!l, however, is i!ltended to ~e cO!lstrued to ?:-event this CO:-

:ission fro~ holding Y~s. ~ Tolso~ res?Onsicle !or public utility 

water service to her cons~e=s in A:buc~l~, s~oj¢ct, howeve::-, to the 

ter:s o~ said lease as he:-ein ,:-ovided, ~less and until she is 

othe=v~se :-elieved there!ro: t=xough tor~l order o~ this Co::ission. 

No ,rotests were received. ane !':-O::::l the evidence ~re3ented 

it a?pears that U!lder the ,?::'oposed lease a:-rcnge::e::.ts all consumers 



..0.-23607 - LV 

1'ol':n.erly served by ::.::rz .. Tolson will l'ccei ve a r:ore dependable 

supply ot water at cO!'lzidel'obly better pressure unde~ the pro,osals 

herein and that the application herei~ should be granted. The 

following rore ot order is reeocmended. 

~~plicatio~ as entitled above novinz been tiled with the 

Railroad Co~ission, a public hearing having been held thereon, the 

mette~ having been duly sub~itted end the Co~issio~ being now 

rully advised in the 9re~1ses, 

IT IS ~:3Y O?D~n!D that ~a ~olson be end she is 

hereby authorized to lease to "it. DO' Bradford that certain pub11c 

utility water system zUl';>ly1ng water tor do:cstic purposes to- a 

~ortion ot the inhabitants of t~e ~~1ncor~oreted Town ot Arbuckle . ~ 

in Colusa County, substentiallj" in accore.ance with the terzr.s a:ad 

provisions 01' the proposed lease egree=ent, e eo,y ot which is' 

attached to the a~~lication ~erein ~nd which is ~e~e~y ~ee a 

?art ot this Order by rercre~ce, subject to the tollowing ter=s 

end cond.itions: 

1. The authority herein eran~ed shell apply onlj to 
such lease as Shall ~eve bee~ co~pleted on or 
before the thirty-first (31st) dey ot ~anuary, 
1941, and a certified co,y or the rinal 1ndentu:e 
0: lease shall oe filed v:1 tb. this Co~ission oy 
~ Tolson not later than fiftee~ (15) days 
after said dete. 

2. Neither the cost ~or the value of the said water 
syste: as stated in the ap?lication herein, nor 
t~e conSideration for the lease herein authorized 
shall be urged oetore this Co~ission or any 
other public body as a tineing ot value tor rate 
rixiIlg or tor e.r..y purpose other th~ the tre:c.ster 
herein authorized. 
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T~e authority herein s=a~ted shall beco~e ettective 

on the eate hereof. 

The foregoing Opinio~ end Order are hereby ap~roved 

and. orc.erec. riled as the Opinion ru:d. Oree::- of the ?ail:::oad. COm:Us-


