
De01810n No. 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD C01t .. !ISSION OF ~ STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of. the Investigation ) 
o~ the CoomissionTs own motion, into ) 
the operetions, rates, ch~rges, co~- ) 
tractz and practices, of ~~C!S A. ) 
LORD, an individual, doing busineso ) 
as FRANCIS A. LORD TRAUSFER end as ) 
CONTINENTAL VA:.~ &. S'.(ORAGE. ) 

Cel.se No. 4563 

Francis A. Lord, in propria persona 

EY TP.E CO~!.!ISSI ON: 

OPINION ---- ........ --

The Commission issued an order on its own motion to 

investigate certain transportation services rendered by Proncis 

A. Lord, a~ i~divid~al, doing business as 1rancis A. Lord Trans-

're;r .!l:.ld 11:3 Cont1nen 'tc~ Van &. Storage, t¢ determ.ine "nb.e'ther or 

net said services were performed at rates end charges less than 
1 

the m1nlm~ rates and cha~ges prescribed by the CommiSSion. 

Public hearing was held at Los Ansoles on December 10, 1940, 

before Examiner Cameron, nt which ti~e respondent entored an 

ap:oearance in propria persona, evidence waS received and tho 

metter Wa$ submitted end the SQ~e is now ready for deciSion. 

The undisputed evidence shows that respondent was ~ngoeed 

in the transportation of property b7 ~otor vehicle for com­

pcnsotion os a businoss on August 14 Dnd 15, 1940, 8S C cerricr, 

cs that ter~ is defined in Section l(t) of the City Carriers' 

Act (Stats. 1935, C~p. 312, as umo~dcd) and wcs the holder of 

1 Transportation of uncrctod ho~schold f~iturc and personal 
oti'ccts on or about Augu.st 15, 1940, from ?920 South Centrol 
Avenue, to 5210 Inadclc Avenue, both ~ddrcss¢s in the City 
of Los .\ngclcs, California, os 0 carricr 9 in violation of 
Decision No. 32325 issued in Case No. 4086. 

1. 



city carrier per~it No. 19-1154. 

The testimony of Betty June Mechura shows .that her mother 

e~ployed respondent on August 14, 1940, and that she was pre­

sent at the ti!:J.e her mother .Clade the arrangem.ente for the 

transportation service. She also testified that on the follow­

ing dey, August 15, 1940, respondent ceoe to 7920 South Central 

Avenue and picked up several pieces or household eoods and 

personal effects consisting, among other thinss, of two bedroom 

sets; that seid property wcs transported by respondent to 

5210 Inadale Avenue, both addresses in the City of los Angeles; 

that upon the co~p1etion of said transportation service she 

paid respondent tho Z~ of $10.50 in cash as poy~ent in full 

end received from said respondent a receipt therefor. 

Inspector Jess B. Yo~~g ot the Rail=oad Cocmission 

testified thB.t he was pro sent ond observed the complete trD.nS­

portation service on Auguet 15, 1940; that a driver and helper 

were employed in performing said servico ~nd that respondent 

commenced loading said truck at 7920 South CentrD.l Avenue at 

11:15 a.~. and completed said loading at 12:45 p.m.; that 

sllid truck left said lost ~entioned Etddress at 12 :47 .p .m. and 

arrived at 5210 !nodalc Avenue at 1:13 .p.~.; that unloading 

then co~onccd at 1:15 p.~. and was completed at 2:25 p.m. 

There was some contlict in tho testimony 01' Inspector Young 

and that of witness Mochuro. and respond.ent as to the exect 

time at which loading wa:> clX!:!lenced at 7920 South Centrol 

Avenue. Rospondent'~:vo1untary testimony was identical 

to toot 01' wi tnC$S Mechuro., both tcs'Cifying that they were ot 

the opinion tllct loading commoncod at 11:30 o.m., While \lJitness 

YOQag testified he ned tiacd tho entire job and thot loading 

co.om.cnced. at 11:15 e..m. The evidence s!lows that respond.ent 

celled on witness Mochur:l) at which time thoy diocussod the 

matter ot tioe of loading and. unloadins. This discussion 

occurred atter the order instituting in.vestigation was served 

on respondent and a short t~e prior to the hearing, which 
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wao $everal weeks a~ter the transportation services were performed. 

It appears, therefor~, that they nay have b~er. mistak€n as to the' 

~xact t~e involv~d~ 3~t ~v~n acc~pting respondent's test~ony as 

to th~ $tarti~ tim~, the ~o~t collect~d i3 an u.~dercharge, as 

vl11l hereafter "be shov.'!l. 

The truck uoed by r~sp~ndent rAd a leading capacity great-

establ1:h~d by the C~~ission in its Decision No. 32325, where a 

dr~ver and helper are ~mployed, is $3.50 per hour for the time of 

loading, plus double the driving tim~ from point of origin to point 

~f destination, plus the time of ur.loading. The total min~um 

charge which respond~nt should have collected in accordance with th~ 

ninim1,;,."ll rates, ::,ules,. and regt.:.lo.tions was $12.25. Respondent there" 

fore cr~rged and collected $1.75 :e~s than said min~um rat~s. If 

respondent"s calculation of the time is u~ed, an u.~dercharge of 88 

c~nts results. 

The u.~d1sputed evidence further sh~ws that responden~ had 

~r.owledge ~f the minimur. rate: est~b1ished by said Cocm1ssic~ fo~ 
Z 

said transpo::'tatic~ ser~1ce, and further, that on June 15, 1938, and 
:5 

again on Au¢U.st 23,- 1939, ,,:r.e Cotl."llission co=u."licated with res-

pond~nt by r~1:, calling his attenti~n to the fa~t that failure to 

comply with the ::n.lni::n.um rate "'~d~r::l issul?d by the Comm1ssi ,n ¢on-

otituted a misde::n.ear.~~ and subject~d the ~101ator to certain other 

pe~alti~s, and inr~rmed respondent tr~t " •• hourly rates shall be 

computed on the following basi::!: loadi~ time plus double the 

driving ,time from pOint ~ ori6in t~ point of destination, plus 

unloadir.g timp. • .,. It 

Responcent's city carrier permit should be suspended a.nd 

he should be d1rected to cease and desist fro~ perro~~ any 

tranopo:-tatiCln service as a I:arrier, as that term is def1n~d in 

the City Carriers t Act~ in the future at rates less than ":he 

::n.inL~um rate: established by ~he Co~ission, and tr~t he also 
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bc dircct~d to rctrcin fro~ rny trcnsportetion service os c 

city carrier durinC th0 period of sQspcnsion ot his city ccrricr 

perrot. 

I~ order of the Co~iszion directing the suspension of 

en opcroting right and directing en 1l1egol proctice to cease 

cnd desist is in its ctf'cct not unlike o.n injunction by 0. COLlrt • 

....... violction of su.ch order consti tu.tes c conte.l:lpt ot the CO.L!l­

micsion. The C~litornio. Constitution nne. the Public Utilities 

.t.ct vest the Co.:=lCission witr~ power nnd C'.uthori ty to pLlnish for 

contecpt in th~ SC.I:lC acnncr and to the ~.Qe extent as courts ot 

record. I.."l the event 0. pcrt~r is adjudged guilty of conteept, 

n fine ::.n.y be i!:lposcd. i.:1 the :ur.ount of :;SOO.OO, or he .cloy be . 

idprisoned for five (5) do~~ or both. 

C.C.F. Sec. 1216; 
1btor }rei~ht To~innl Co. v. 3~ny, 37 C.R.C. 224; 
Rc Boll & ~yos, 37 C.R.C. 407; 
''-'!crmuttl v. Stc~pcr, 36 C.R. C. 458; 
Pioneer Express Co~pony v. Keller, 33 C.R.C. 571. 

It shoLl1d olso be notvd thct under Section 13 of the City 

Ccrriers' ).ot (Stetz. 1935, Chop. 312, :;5 o.cended), one who 

violotcs on order ot the Coov~ssion is guilty ot ~ ~isdeno~nor 

and is puniZho.blc by a l"ine not exceeding ~OO .00, or by ioprison­

o~nt in the county jail not exceeding three (3) ~onths, or by 

both such fine ond ioprisonaent. 

Upon tLlll consideration ot 011 the tocts of record, it is 

horeby found that respondc~t Frencis ~. Lord, doing bUSiness as 

Francis A. Lord Transfer end OS Continental Von & Storagc, has 

engagod in the tronsportction ot p=operty by aotor vohicle for 

hire os 0. bUSiness over the public hig.hwoy::: in the Ci t~r of 10$ 

~gclcs, Cclitornio, os a carrier, as ~otined in Section l(f) 

ot tho C1 t~r Carriers' Act, cnd in the course of seid busincss ho.: 

tronoported ~orotcd household goods end personol effects ns noro 

PQrticulnrly doscribed in tho toregoing opinion, nt rates less 

thon the oininu.o rotc: csteb1ishoc, therefor by the CotlOission. 
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o R D E R ---,,---

Public hearing having been held herein, evidence having 

been received, the matter having been submitted and the C9m­

mission now being tully advised in the pr~ises, 

IT IS EmGBY ORDERED that FR.A..~CIS A .. LORD, be and he is 

hereby directed to immediately cease and desist end thereafter 

abstain, directly or indirectly, or by any subterfuge or device, 

from charging or collecting any rate or rates less than the 

min1mwn rates therefor, established by the Co~ssion in its 

Decision No. 32325 in Case !;o •. 4086, for the transportation of 

property for compensation or hir~ by ~cans of ~ Qotor vehicle 

over the public highways in a!lY citjr or citY' end county in 

this Stete, as e carrier as ~etined in the City Carriers' Act 

(Stats. 1935, Chap. 312, as ~cnded). 

IT IS EEREBY FU"'RTHER ORD:s:RED that city ca1:'rier pcrmi t , 

.' 

No •. 19-1154, issued to and held by said respondent, FRANCIS A. 

LORD, be and the sa~o is hereby sus~nded for a period ot seven 

(7) days; that said seven day period of susponsion shall 

CO!llmcnCe on the 24th day ot 

th.e SOth day of Marc'" 

March , 1941, end continuo to 

, 1941, both datos inclusive) it 

service of this ordor shall hav~ been mnde upon seid respondent 

.clore than twenty days prior to the 24th day or March , 1941, 

otherwise said seven day susp0nsion shall commence on tho ettec­

tive date of this order end continu0 tor a period ot six days 

thereaftor. 

IT IS EZRLBY FURTE:R ORDZR~ that during said period ot 

suspension seid respondQnt ~~CIS A. LOBD shall desist and 

abstain fro~ cng~ging in th~ tr~ncportation of property as a 

carrier, as defined in th.o City Carriers' Aot (Stats. ·1935, Chap.' 

312, as aa~nded), tor cOQPcnsation or hire as e buSiness over any 

public highway in this State by means of a motor vohicle or ~otor 

vohicles end fro~ perfor~ing any trc~sportation service as geid 

co.rrier. 

s. 



IT IS ~?.EBY FtJ?TSR ORDERED tl:.a t the Se ere ta.ry cf the 

Co~r.issior. sr~:l cause a ee~t1f~ed copy of this dec~sion to be 

served upon said respor.de~t~ 

IT IS ~BY FURTHER ORDERED that for all other purpos-

es the e:'fect!\"e date 0:' this order shall be twenty (20) days 

from and after the $~r~ic~ hereof upo~ said ~e~po~de~t_ 

Dated at San ?rar.cisco, 
rf 

Ca11!ornia~ this /1 day of 

February, 1941 .. 

Commi88ioner6. 


