
IN 

Decio1on No. (i\\rnn~nRnF\ n W U:~ u I.lJl U u\Jtf~ 6 
BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION < OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Applicnt10n of SOUTr.EP~ ) 
PACIFIC COMPANY for an order abolishing ) 
certain oxisting crossings at grade over the ) 
tracks an~ propert1es of applieant at the ) 
foot of ~chan~ Street, Albany~ California. ) 

-------------------------------------) ) 
In the Matter or the Applieation of the City) 
of Albany by the City Council of said City ) 
for an Order authorizing the widen!.ng, a1ter-) 
ing, ~prov1ng, and partial re-loeat1on of an) 
ex1sting cross 1r.lg of a public road, h.ighway ) 
and street over the tracks or the Southern ) 
Pacific Company, connocting two existing ) 
portions of ~h~~an Street, in the City of ) 
AlbanYI Cali.ornia. ) 

------------------------------------) 

Applica.tion 
No. 2,804 

Application 
No. 23991 

E. J. FOUT~S and E. C. CROCKER, for Southern 
Pacif1c CO:lpany 

JOSEPH J. Y. YOUNG, City Attorney, H. C. DYGART, 
City Engineer, and W. R. MeGZORGE, Counc11-
~AD, for the City of A1baDY 

~r.ORSE ERSKlNE and E. P. MADIGAN, ~or the Golden Gete 
Turf Club. 

LOUIS J<. HA..o:>JJIE, ~or Albany Chamber of Commeree 

EE?.NARD ABROT'l', tor Lewis & McDermott 

E. CT. POSS and F. M. R...,.t"YNOLDS , for Division of Highways 

DOUGLAS MOORE, for the offico of Keyes & Erskine, for 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

the Golden Gate Turf Club, but not for the 
Receiver. 

INTERD! OPINION 

Authority 1s sought in the above-nQmbered applications: 

(1) by Southern p~cir1c Co~pany, in Application No. 2;804, to $oendon 

the crosning3 at grade of Euch~nan Street over it3 ~1n line ~~d s1~e 

tracks; and (2) by the City of Albany to have the same crossings 

sltered, Widened, anc 1mproved, Application No. 23991. 

Public hearings were held before Examiner Hall in App1ica-
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t10n No. 2,804 on Dece~b~r 26, 1940, and February 10, 1941, ~d on 

both Applic~tion No. 23804 ~d Applic~t1on No. 2399l on February 17th, 

18th and 25th, 1941. At the February 17th hearing 1t Wa3 3tipulated 

thpt all the evidence developed at the hearings 1n Application No. 

2,804 be made a part of the record in Application No. 2;991, and 

thereafter thet the two proceedings be consolidsted £or hearing and 

determination. 

Southern Pacific Co~panyTs main line Ogden route traverses 

through the City of Alb~y in a general northerly and southerly direc

tion. At the po1nt of crossing Buchennn Street the tracksge involved

has two' :nain line tracks, two secondary :na1.n line tracks, and one 

spur track. In addition, these proceedings involve either the clos

ing or the improvement of ~~chan~~ Street over an industrial track 

of Southern PaCific Company known as the Second Street extension, 

locpted about 400 feet west of the ~1n line crossing. 

It waS the purpose of applicant City of Albany to widen 

and ~~prove these crossings in order that traffic from the city might 

reach the City's property on the bay rront, the Golden Gate Turf Club, 

and make a connection with the East Shoro Highway (a state route 

traversing along the shores of the San Francisco Bay between Oakland 

and Richmond). 

Since the beginning of these proceedings the Golden Gate 

Turf Club has temporar11y ceased operations and the date of its re

opening is ~uestionable. 

EVidence was received with. respect to th.e protection and 

~se of the crOSSing, but applicant City ot Albany requested that 

further time be gr@nted it to ascertain it it desired to present 

~~rther te$ttmony. This re~uest W~5 granted and it was stipulated 

thst if the CommiSSion did not hear further from the City of Albany 

by March 151 1941, the ~tters would bo submitted for floal determin-

ation. 
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During the course of these proceedings .. in accordance with 

a stipulation .. the cross1ng of the main tracks of Southern Pacific 

Comp£!ny at Buchanan Street has 'been protected by uni!'ormed officers. 

Due to the tact .. however .. that the race track of the Golden Gate 

Turf Club is not now in operation .. the City of' Albany contended that 

these officcrz were no longer necessary and~ pending a f1nal deter

::tinat1on in these matters .. it was agreed that in lieu of the uni

tormed off1cers barricades be placed along the roads over private 

p:::'operty connecting Buche.nan Street with tee Esst Shore Highway so 

thet the only tr~!'ric which could use the cross1ng would be that 

going to and frol':'l. the city's property which 1s used as a ge.rbage 

disposal area. Furthermore, it was agre~d that a sign or signs be 

pl@ced at the east side of the Buchsnan Street cross1ng advising the 

public th~t the street ~o the west of the tracks is not a through 

street· ..... The City of Albany agreed that it would erect the tempo

rf}ry barricades and the sign in order to keep gene:ral roa.d traffic 

off the cros3ing. By so do1ng it appeors reasonable that the uni

formed officers need not continue to protect the crossing as the 

volume ot traffic which could use it would be relatively small~ It 

further appeprs thAt pend1r.g fL~al dete~1nation of these ~tters 

the pArties should be authorized to leAve these crossings open tor 

trpvel, provided berricades are constructed which will prevent the 

use of these crossings by the general publiC" snd it will be so 

ordored. 

INTERIM ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the crossing of Buchanan Street 

~t gr~de with the ~a1n line t~acks and the Second Street extension 

tr~ck shall remain open to public use ~nd t~Bvel pending final de

termination of these matters, and that the uniformed officers may be 

removed therefrom" subject" how-over, to the followiX)g conditions: 
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IN - Aps. 2,til and 23991 

(1) Tho City of Albany shpll effoctively bnrricodo tho 
roadway~ between Buchanan Street and the Enst Shore 
Highw~y~ ~ediately, to prevent through vehicles 
trem operating over the Buchanan Street crossing. 

(2) The City of Albany shn1l p18ce a sign at the cast 
s ide of the ::w.1n line tracks nt Bucna.nnn Stroet 
notifying the public thct tho stroet is not c 
through ~rtery and ro~che3 city property only. 

(3) Southern Ppcific Compony shall temporarily improve 
the paving of tha crossings between linos two feet 
outsido of tho outsido rails. 

(4) Tho City of Albany shell te::lporo.ri1y improve the 
ppving ot tho ~ppronches to seid crossings outside 
of linos two foet outside of the outside roils. 

(5) The Commission reserves the right to make such further 
ordors relotive to the location, construction, oporation, 
and protection of snid erosz1Dgs~ a3 to it mny seom right 
and proper, if in its judgment publie convenience and 
neeessity de~d such action. 

The effective date of this order shall be tho dote hereOf. 

D~tod nt SRn Fr~ne1sco, Ca11rorn1a, this 

of March, 1941. 
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