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Decision No. o

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION’OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicationm of SOUTHERN
PACIFIC COMPANY for an order abollshing
cortaln oxlsting crossings at grade over th
tracks and properties of applicant at the
foot of %Bchanan Street, Albany, Californis.

Application
No. 2380L

)
)
)
)
)
g
In the Matter of the Application of the City )
of Albany by the City Council of sald City )
for an Order authorizing the widening, alter-)
ing, %mproving, and partial re-location of an)
existing crossing of a public road, highway )
and street over the tracks of the Southern )
Paciflc Company, comnecting two existing )
portions of §gchanan Streef, In the City of )
Alvany, California. %

Application
No. 23991

POULDS and E. C. CROCKER, for Southern
Pacific Company

JOSEPE J. Y. YOUNG, Clty Attormey, H. C. DYGART,
City Englneer, and W. R. MecCEORGE, Councll-
man, for the Clty of Albany

MORSE ERSXINE and E. P. MADIGAN, for the Golden Gate
Turf Clude.

LOUIS J. EARDIE, for Albany Chamber of Commerce

ZERNARD ABROIT, for Lewls & McDermott

E. G. POSS and F. M. REYNOLDS, for Division of Highways
DOUGLAS MOORE, for the offilce of Keyes & Erskine, for

the Golden Gate Turf Clud, dut not for the
Recelver.

BY THE COMMISSION:
INTERIM OPINION

Authority is sought in the above-numbered applications:
(1) by Southern Pacific Company, in Application No. 2380k, to sbendon
the crossings at grade of Buchenan Street over its malin line and side
tracks; and (2) by the City of Albany to have the same crossings
altered, widened, anc improved, Applicatlion No, 23991,

Public hearings were held before Examiner Hall in Applica-
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IN - Aps. 25& and 23991

tion No. 23804 on Decembar 26, 1940, and February 10, 1941, snd on
both Application No. 23804 and Application No. 23991 on February l7th,
18th and 25th, 15L1. At the Fedbruary 17tk hearing 1t was stipulated
thet all tke evidence developed at the hearings in Application No.
2380, be made a part of the record in Application No. 23991, and
thereafter thet the two proceedings be consolidsted for heering and
dotermination.

Southern Pacific Compary's main line Ogden route traverses
through the City of Albany in a general northerly and southerly direc-
tion. At the polnt of c¢rossing Buchanan Street the trackage Iinvolved
has two main line tracks, two secondary main line tracks, and one
spur track. In addition, these proceedings involve either the clos-
ing or the Improvement of Buchanan Street over an industrial track
of Southern Paciflic Company known as the Second Street externsion,
locrted about LOO feet west of the malin line crossing.

It was the purpose of applicant City of Albany to widen
and improve these crossings in order that traffic from the city might
reach the city's property on the bay front, the Golden Gate Turf Club,
and maXe a connectlion with the East Shore Highway (a state route
treversing along the shores of the San Francisco Bay between Oakland
and Richmond).

Since the beginning of these proceedings the Golden Gate
Turf Club has temporarily ceasel operations and the date of I1ts re-
opening is questionadble.

Evidence was received with respect to the protection and
use of the crossing, but applicant City of Albany requested that
further time be granted 1t to ascertain If it desired to present
further testimony. This request was granted and it was stlipulated
thst if the Commission did not heer further from the Clty of Albany
by Mareh 15, 19L1, the matters would bo submitted for final determin-
ation,
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During the course of these proceedings, in accordance with

a stipulation, the crossing of the main tracks of Southern Pacific
Company at Buchapan Streot has been protected by uniformed officers.
Due to the fact, however, that the race track of the Golden Gate
Turf Cludb i1s not now in operation, the City of Albany contended that
these officers were no longer necessary and, pénding a final deter-
mination in these matters, it was agreed that In lieu of the uni-
formod officers barricades be placed along the roads over private
property connecting Buchanan Street with the EZsst Shore Highway 30
thet the only traffic which could use the crossing would be that
going to and from the c¢ity's property which 1s used as a gerbage
disposal area. Furthermore, it was agresd that a sign or signs be
vlaced at the east side of the Buchonan Street crossing advising the
Public thet the street to the west of the tracks is not a through
street... Tho City of Aldbany agreed that it would erect the tempo-
rory barricades and the sign in order to keep general road traffic

£f the crossing. By so doing it appeors reasonable that the uni-
formed officers need not continue to protect the crossing as the
volume of traffic which could use it would be relatively smalls It
further appesrs that pending final determination of these matters
the partios should be authorized to lesve these crossings open for
trevel, provided barricades are comstructed which will prevent the

use of these crossings by the general public, and it will be so

ordered.

INTERIM ORDER

IT IS ZEREBY ORDERED that the crossing of Buchanan Street
at grade with the main line tracks and the Second Street extersion
trock shall remain open to public use and trevel pending final de-
termination of these matters, and that the uniformed officers may be

removed therefrom, subject, however, to the following condltions:
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of March,

Tho City of Albany shell effoctively barricade the
roadways botwecn Buchanan Streot and the East Shore
Highway, immedlately, to prevent through vohicles
from operating over the Buchanan Strcet crossing.

The City of Albany shall place a sign at the oast
sidoc of the main line tracks at Buchanan Street
notifying the public thet the street is not o
through artexry and roaches clty proporty only.

Southern Pecific Company shall temporarily improve
the paving of the crossings between lines two feet
outside of tho outside ralls.

The City of Albany shell temporarily Improve the
Paving of the approaches to scid cresaings outside
of lines two foet outside of the outsido rails,

The Commlission resorves the right to make such furthor
orders relative to tho locatlion, comstruction, oporation,
and protection of seaid crossings, as to it may seem right
and propor, if in its judgment pudlic convenienco and
necessity demand such action.

The effective date of this order shall be the date herecft.
™
Datod at San Francisco, Californisa, this 4L 4 dey
9L1.

Commissioners




