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Western Cenal Company permitting e charge of E5¢ per acre foot for
the holders of what was desizneted &s "ecuitadle service righis”
together with priority of service, whereas nozn-stockholders operat-
ing on lands which were clessified as being "without eguitedle ser-
vice rights" were dilled for water at 1.25 per acre foot. “estern
Canal Company filed with this Commicsion each year thereaflter the
seme interim schedule of retes effective only for the irrigetion
season of the year of filing, until the thirty-first dey of Janruery,
1941, when seid Compeny riled with this Cormission schedules of
rates, rules and rezuletions For the service of water under Its
system for the irrigation season of 1941 oxly, in which the former
differentisl in charges and priority of service rights effective
continuously from the season of 19324 was elimineted ic favor of a
single and uniform cierge of %1.25 oer acre 0ot of water delivered.
Subsequently on the 18tk dey of Tebruery, 1941, the Commission
issued its Order of Suspension and Investigetion (Cese No. 4583),
susodending the operation of said schedules end the use thereol until

the 15th day of Adril, 1941, unless otherwice ordered by the Commis-

fon end, furthermore, directed that o vublic hearing be held to

nvestigete and inguire into the propriety end lawfulness of such
schedules. Sueh public tearing was neld irn the Court Fouse of zutte
County, Oroville, Celiforniec.

During the nrogressc of the snld hearing @ consideranle amount

of testimozny and evidence, both documentary snd oral, was recelved
H

cluded a majority of the landowners aand water users
system. Statisticel informetion on past and existing 03
vies oresented by representatives of the Western Canal Compeny ané

the Pacific Gas and Tlectric Company, whick cleims control of seid
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Cenal Company by and through stock ownerskip.

A complete review of <the record presented in this »roceeding
indicetes thet it is the cozseznsus of opinion of oractically all
nterested parties concerned hereirz that there 20 longer exists any

justificetion for the continuance of the differentiel in charges i

1s

favor of those lands wiaich were ot oxne time water-svocked, or wiich
hed eppurtenesnt to them sc-called "egulteble service righis" acquired

through ownershiy of shares ¢f stock iz Western Canel Compeny. It
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elimiration of sueh discrimination in
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furthermore anpeared thev

rates, charges, rules and

H

eguletions and vrectices should be made
immedistely and without delay. Under the circuzmstances the best
interesis of the »ublic demend the removal of the above-mentioned
discrimizetions and preferences both frox the retes and cherges filed
es well as froxm the rules and regulations governing relations detween
the utility and the consumers. The Coxpany, therefore, should bde

n effect the retes, rules and regulations as

}Jo

euthorized to »lace
filed on the thirty-first day of Januvary, 1941, eflflective a3 of the
date of tkhe Créer herein.

Tne following form of Order is recommended.

Western Canzl Compeiny, a corporetion, on the 3lst dey of
Janvary, 1941, having filed with this Commissiorn Advice lNo. 9, bdeing
a set of rates, rules and regulations attached to & letter of trans-
mittal thereof, seid retes, rules asné reguletions to be elfective for
the irrigation seeson of 1941 only for all water served for the irri-
gation of lends from the company'ts ditch system, the operetion of
sald scliedules of rates, rules anc reguletions heving been suspended,
the use thereos having bee:n deferred, and azn investigetion heving
been instituted into the provriety ené lawfulzness of sald schedules
by order of the Commission, deted the 18th day of Tedruary, 1941,

g nublic hesring heving been helé thereoxn, the matter heving been

-




LV C-4583

duly submitted and the Comrission bYeing now fully advised in the
premises,

IT IS EZRT3Y CRDERZIT tha suspension of the schedules
of rates, rules and regulations Io service of water by Western
Canal Comdpany, &s filed on the 3lc .y of Jaavery, 1941, be and it
is heredby vaceted ané set aside.

IT IS ZINTIY FTURTEZR ORDEIRTD thet the scﬂedulee of rates,
rules and regulaticns as filed by Westera Carnal Compeny on the 31st
dey of Jenuaery, 1941, under Advice We. 9, providing for the sele and
Selivery of water for the irrigetion of lends under the Company's
aditeh system, be end they are hereby ordered to be effective for all
such service rendered on and after the date of thils Order by seid
"estern Canal Compary for the irrizetion season for the yeer 1941
only.

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order
shell be twenty (20) days from and after the dete hereol.

The foregoing Opinion end Order are hereby approved anc
ordered filed es %he Opinion and Order of the Reilroad Commissi
the State of Celliloxn

Dated et Sen Trancisco, Celifornie,

(;224,'@ , 1941.
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