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Decision No. _ L.

BEFORS THL RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STAIL OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Aprlication )
of SQUTHERN PACIIIC COMPANY, a )
corporation, PACIFIC MOTOR TRUCHIKNG )
COMPANY, 2 corporation, and GUY S. )
ALLVANDZR and L.B. LARSQN, copartners )
doing business under the firm name and ) Application XNo. 23813
style of HIGH SILRRAS TRANSPORT COMPANY, )
for authority to nublish Joint rates )
and ©0 charge less than the prescribed
minimum rates between designated points.)

BY TEE COMMISSION:

Avnpeararices

William Meirholdt for applicants

Llovd R. Guerra for Western Truck Lines, Ltd.,
Oregon Nevada California Fast Freight, and
Valley Express Coupany.

Applicants seek authority to publish joint rates for the
transportation of property between all points on the Southern
Pacific Company south of Lone Pine and all points on the Pacific
Motor Trucking Company Lone Pine and nortb?on the one handi and all
woints on the High Sierras Transport Company on the other.

The matter was subzittcd at a pudblic hearing had belore
Txaminer Howard Freas at Bishop on March 27, 1941.

Applicants are in competition with Western Trueik Lines,

Ltd., a highway common carrier operating a +rrough service by motor

vehicle between the points served by Bigh Sierrac Transport Company
ané points in Southern California, and publishing joint rates with
Oregon-Nevada~California Fast Frelignt Inc. and United Motor Transyort

Lines, Inc. between points served by the Transport Coapany and San

1 - .
Eigh Sierras Transport Coupany operates over the public highways
from Bishop, north, to and including iono Inn.
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Trancisco, Oakland, Sacramento and othcr Sacramento Valley points.

From Los Angeles, applicants’ rvgce,is comparable to that now
furnished Ey ifs.competitqr;ffrom Central California, 1t is material-
ly slower. With'two exéeptiOns, the proposed rates are sought for
the purpose of equalithg rétes now in effect for transportation via
Western Truck Lincs, Ltd. In many instances they are lower than
+rose heretofore estadlished by this Commission as minimum rates. It
is not represented that there is a present nced for Joint rates be-
tween all of the points embraced in the application; the extensive
authority is sought in order to obviate the necessity of filing other
applications if and when movements acvelop.

The foregoing'was shown by the testimony of applicants'
. rate and operating witnesses. In acdition to these witnesses, six
people receiving merchandise in the arca here under consiéération
testificd in applicantﬁ' behalf. The commodities they reccive con-

sist larsely of such provisions as arc reguired in agricultural and

[}
rccreational arcas and of building ma%erials. There is no ovidence

of any movement out of this arca. Fach of the witnesses has used
Western Truck Lines, Ltd. On occacion, somc have also uscd the

Transport Company, contract earricrs, or have done their own hauwling.

They would give applicants a greater share of their business if they

could do so at equel rates. Upon cross-cxamination, however, each of
them expressly stated that tho scrviece of the Westera Truck Lines,

Ltd. was satisfactory.

2 . ‘
The joint rates with the Orcgon-Nevaga-California Fast Freight Inc.
and United Motor Transport Lincs,In¢. apply via a routc through the
State of Nevada and arc, thercfore, not subjeet to the ninima pre-
seribed by this Commission.

Applicant proposes the same rates to and from San Jose as 1o and
from San Francisco and Oakland, and likewise the same rates to and
from Stockton as to and froz Sacramento. Neither San Josc nor
Stockton is served by Western Truck Lincs, Ltd. or its connections.




Centending that"ﬁigh.Sierras Transport Company has no
right to transport property other than express; 1s not now engaged
in such transportation; and has no suitadble equipment, counsel for
Western Truck Lines, Ltd., Oregon-Nevada-California Fast Freight
Inc. and Valley Ixpress Company moved for a dismissal of the pro-
ceeding in so far as it involves property other than express.

The traffic manager for Vestern Truck Lines, Ltd. testi-

fied that the traffic moving to and from the points favolved is very
limited and that that carrier can handle considerab;e nore tonnage
than it now enjoys without adding to the equipment nowused.4 Should
occasion féqﬁifé;“it nas other scrvicabdble eguipment avai;able.
Another witpeés,testified that he nas used both the Tranéport
Comg any and Westéfn Truck Lines, Ltd. -the former oaly on shipmentS-‘
from Bishop- and that both services are satisfactory. lthough the B
cranting of this application would give him a choice of two ser-
vices, he ¥nows of no reason why he should discontinue.shippigg_via
Western Truck Lines, Ltd. Ee does not believe that tnere 1s suf~
ficient dbusiness for two freight lines.

A review of the decisions ereating the operating rights of
High Sierraé Transnort Cezpany disclcses that this~abplicant does

not possess an unlimited right for the trangportation of property.

4 .
According o this witness the tonnaze involved Is asg follows:
om Southern Califoraia-besween June 20 and Labor Day-about
4000 pounds For 5 days each week and
about 500 pounds, the sixth.
~remainder of the vear-an average of
not more than 1500 pounds per cay.
To Scuthern California <"practically nothing.™:
From the North -about, 30C0 pounds per. day for 5 days a
T week during the summereconsiderably
less in winter. About 1L/Z of tails
riginates in Reno, Nevadd.
Applicants! witness testified he didn't lknow 1T the area consumed
ome or two tons per day but "had reason to belleve" that the

tonnage was substantial and would amount to "quite a few
“housand pounds during the period of 2 woek." -
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Its right is restrlcted to the transportation of 'passengers and
express." According to the record the rublic is accorded a satls-
factory service and there 1s not now, ner is there likely To be in
the predictadle future, sufficiexnt tonnage to justisy dividing 1t
wetween two carriers. Under these circumstances the Commission's
approval of the proposed joint rates has not been shown to be

justified. The application will be denied.

This matter having been duly heard and svbnitted, full
consideration of the matters and things lnvelved having been had
and basing this order on the findings of fact and the conclusions

contained in the preccding opinion,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled application
be and it is nercby denied. _

Dated at San Francisco, Califernia, this AZN?

%@/& /C)(/Q,q

day of April, 1941.

Commissioners




