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Decision No. 

'~ "",' 
""< .:! ~ '\,1 

BEFORt TH!: EAILROAD CQ!,':?'IISS:ON OF T?-J: STAT: OF CALIFOR!JIA 

In the Matter of the Ap~lic~tion ) 
of SOFTRERN PACI:"'IC co:,;rp~"y, a ) 
corpora~ion, PACIFIC MO'r'OR TRrC:~!lm ) 
CO~r..pANY" a corporation, and G'UY S. ) 
AL!:XANDER :lnd L.B. LA .. 'qSmi, co!)artne:::'z ) 
doine business under the fir!:! na!:!e and ) 
style of HIGH SIERRAS 7RJ..NSPORT CQ!.'!PAl'rY,) 
for authority ~o ,~blish joint rates ) 
and to charge less ~han the prescribed ) 
minim~ rates bet~een designated points.) 

Application No. 23813 

BY 'rHE COMHISS!ON: 

ko'Oearances 

1;i1l11aI:l Me1r..holdt for ap,licants 
Lloyd R. Guerra ror Western Truck Lines, Ltd., 

Oregon Nevade. California ?ast Freight, and 
Valley Express CO::l!,an~f. 

Q!lliIQJi 

A,p11cants seek authority to publish joint rates for the 

transportation of property between all points on the Southern 

Pacific Company south of Lone Pine a."'ld all po:tnts on the Pacific 

Motor Trucl{ing CO!'J.pany Lone Pi!'l.e a.nd north.1'0n the on,e hand, and all 
1 

~oi!'l.ts on the High Sierras Tr~ns,ort Co~par~~ on the other. 

The matter was sub:ittcd at a public heari!'l.g had b€!fore 

Examiner Howard Freas at Bishop on March 27, 194·1. 

Applicants arE: i:1 co-mpcti tion Vii th iileste:rn Trucl: Lines 1 

Ltd., a r.ighway common carrier operating a t:~ough service by motor 

vehicle betvveen the points s(;:"ved by Eigh Sierras Transport Company 

and poi~ts in Southern California, and ,ub1ishing joint rates w~th 

Oregon-Nevac.a-California Fast F::-eieht Inc. and United Motor Tra.."lsport 

Lines, Inc. between points s~rv~d by the Tr~nsport Company and San 

1 
Eigh Sierras Tra!'lsport COt:lpa!1Y operates over the public highways 

.t" Bi . .... t d i"" , , '0( ... ... ... rom S!'l.OP, nor ".1:1, 0 an . . .c .... uc. ... ng OI.:.Oor.o .l..!'l."l .. 
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Francisco, Oakland, $acramento and oth~r Sacrame~to Valley points. 

From Los An~les, applicants', serY!.'ce ,is cocpara'ole to that now 
, ~ 

furnished by its ,eo~e'tit'Or;·.rrom C~~t'ral California, it is mat'e:r-1al-

ly slower. With two ex·e~pt10n.s, the proposed rates are sought for 

the purpose of equalizing rates now in ~ffect for transportation via 
3 

Western Truck Lines, Ltd. !n many instances they are lower than 

those heretofor~ established by this Co=miss10n as minimum rates. It 

is not represented that the~e is a pr~scnt need for jOint rates 'oe

tw~en all of the pOints e~brac~d in the application; the extensive 

authority is sought in ord~r to obv~atc the n~cessity of filing other 

applications if and when moveccnts ~cvclop. 

Th~ forceoi!lg was sho .. vn '0:; th(;: t£':sti!nony of ap!,llcants' 

" rate and operating witn~sscs. In a~dition to th~se witn~ssesJ six 

people receiving merchandise in th~ area. here under consid'eration 

t€st11'ied in applicants' behalf. The commodities they recc::'ve con-

~1~t lar~~ll of such provisions as arc r€~uired in agricult~al and 

ti 
. I. ce roc~ea on&l areas a~d ot, ~~ildine ~Qtcrials. There lS no CV1~en 

" 

of ~ movement out of this area. ~ach of the witnesses has U3cd 

W~stern. Tr\l.ck Lin~s, Ltd. On occa~:r.~:!l." somE; hav~ also used the 

Transport Company~ contract carricT~~ or hav~ done their own hauling. 

They would give aD~licants a gr0at~r share of their business if they 

could do so at equal ratc-s,. tTpO!'l Cl'o~s-(,;xa:1nation" however" each of 

th0m expressly $tate:d that thQ sc.::::-v:\.c..::: of the Wcst0r'n Truck Lini:s,. 

Ltd. was satisfactory. 

2 
The jOint ratl':s with the Or(;eo:l-NI~vaa.a-California Fast Freight Inc. 

and Un1 ted Motor Transport Lir'.\':' s; Inc. <lppl~r via a route through the 
State of N~vada and ar,,, th~r,ror0, not subject to the nin1~a pr~
scrib~d by this Commission. 
3 Applicant propos~s th0 sam~ rates to and from San Jos~ as to and 
f:::'o:: San Francisco and Oakland" and 11k<.::wiscthc SC-::le rates to ar.d 
fro~ Stockton as to and from Sacra::cnto. Neither San Jose nor 
Stockton is servC'd by 'a,,'stt::rn Truck Lines ... Ltd. or its con.."'l(;.ctlons. 
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Contending tha. t -·H1g...~ Sierras Transport Company has no 

rie:ht to transport property other than express; is not now engaeed 

in such transportation; and has no s'litable equipment, counsel fo~ 

Vlestcrn Truck Lines, Ltd ... Oregon-Nevada-California Fast Freight -

Inc. and Valley Express Com~any ~oved for a cism1ssal of the ,ro-

ceeding in so far as 1 t 1nvolves pro~ert~r other than express. 

The traffiC manager for ;:estern Truck Lines, Ltd. testi

fied that the traffic moving to and froo the po1nts ~volved- is ve~y 

limited and that. tho.t carrier C:ln ho.ndle considerable more tonnaze . 4 
than it now -enjoys without addine to the e~uip'Clent nowusod.. Should 

- . 
occasion req~re;-1t has other scrvicable e~uipment available. 

A.."lother wit;r..eS$,'t~st1fied that he haS ~sed ~o~h the Trar..sport 

Co:o.;any and 'Iiestern Truck Lines .. Ltd. -the i'ort::.er only on shi,ments . 

from Bishop- and that both services are satisfactor~. Althoueh the 

zranting of this application wo'.lld zive him a choice of two ser-
#' 

Vices, he bows or no reason wh:: he should discontinue .. ehip;ling via 

Western Truck tines, Ltd. Ee docs not -believe that t~ere is sU:£'-

ficient business for ~vo f~eight lines. 

A review of the decisions creatine the op~ratir.g rights of 

Hieh Sierras Trans,ort Cc=pany disclcses that thi·s applicant does 

not posse's5 an \:""'llimi ted r! t:ht for tr..(:" tr3.:lZpor'tat1..c:l of property. 

.. . , 

---------------------------------------------------------~-------4 
According to this witness the tonnaze involved is as: follows: 

From South!!trn Califor::.ia-bctwecn .June 20 and L').J:)or Day-about 
4000 ,ounc.s :ot! 5 days en.ch week and 
about 500 po~~ds, the sixth. 

';'rern.ainder of the ~r~ar-an average of 
not :lO!'(: than 1;00 :p~unds per day. 

To So~thern California ~"~ractically nothing. ff
. 

From the North -.about,.3000 pounds ;per day for 5 days a 
week during the summe~-cons1derably 
lcss-in winter. About 1/Z ot this 
or-1zinates in Reno, N:6_~a .. 

Applicar.ts,'."witness testified .h.e didn't k.."lOW if the a1"ea consumed 
one or two tons pe::- day but '''had reason to believe" that the 
tonnaee was substantial and would amount to Ifquite a few 
thousand pou.."'lds dtu'in.ethe period of a wcek. ll 
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Its right is l'cstr:icted to the transportation of "passengers Ilnd 

express." According to the record the public is accorded a satis

factory service ar.:d there is not ::'0',';, nor is there likelY to be in 

the predictable future, sufricie~t tor~~age to justi~Y dividing it 

between two carr11~rs. Under these circut:lstances the Comtlission' s 

approval of the proposed joint rates has not been shown to be 

justified. The a.pplication will be denied. 

This :::latter having been duly heard ar:d s'J.bmi tted, full 

consideration of the catters an~ things involved having been had 

and basing this order on the findings of fact ~~d the conclusions 

contained in the preceding opinion, 

IT IS F~EBY ORDERED th~t the above entitled application 

be and it is hereby denied. -~ 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this --_'?~%~9~-~----~-
day of April, 1941. 

---
sad d lEE "2 I_~'"'a 

~~ 
Commissioners 

. "'~ I, _iI ~ .. 
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