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Decision No. o omen Ui

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicotion of THE )
ATCEISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY )
COMPANY, & corporation (hereinafter )
called Atchison Company), and RAIIVAY )
EXPRESS AGENCY, INCORPORATED, a corpora- ) Application No. 24040
tion (hereinafter called Express Agency) )
for suthority to discontinue thelir )
agency at Vidal, California, and to )
operate the same as a non-agency station.)

ROBERT BRENNAN end M. W. RZED, by M. %W. RI=D, for The
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallway Company, and
for Rallway Zxpress agency, Inc., Applicants.

ALBERT E. WELLZR, Chief Deputy District Attorney, for
San Bernardinoe Cownty, Protestant.

ARTHUR L. DORAN, Supervisor First District of San Bernmardino
County, Protestant.

HAL OXNEVAD, for Chamber of Cormercoe of Vidal, Protestant.

C. V. NORTHUP, for Order of Rallrood Telegraphers,
Frotestant.

3Y THE COMMISSION:

In this application Tho J,tchison, Topeks and Santa Fe
Railwsy Compeny and Rallway Express Agency, Inc., request permission
to withdraw thelr agent from tho statlion at Vidal and operate 1t
thereaftor as a non-agency station.

A pudlic hearing was held Iin this matter before Examiner
Hall at Vidal on April 3, 1941, ot which time the matter was sub-
mitted.

Vidal 1s located on the Parker 3Branch of Tho Atehlson,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railwsy Compony 1l miles west of Parker and
70 miles east of Cadiz, the junctlon point of the Parker 3ranch
with the main line. The nearest agencies to Vidal are Parker, o

the east, ond Rice, 20 miles to the west.
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At the Vidal Station 13 located o pumping plant of the
Santa Fe, which 1s used vo supply water for both tac railroad and
the residents of Vidal. The agent takes care of the pumping of this
water at an extra remuncration of chout 311 per month.

About a year ago applicont filed 2 similar application,
and ot the houring in that procceding applicant concluded to withe-
draw its application on the showing of the community that sufficient
businoss wns In sight to warrant the continued malntenance of the
agency. It was shown at that time tihat a conslideradlo amount of ore
wes expoctod to be shipped from Vidal.

In the instant procecding epplicant snhowed thot vory little
improvement had beon made In the amount of business performed ot
Vidal and that the ore shipments had not as yot matericlized.

A statement of the rosults of operation of this ogeney
is shown on the following tebulation:

REVENUZS DERIVED FRON BUSINESS
HANDIED TEROUGH VIDAL STATION

Total
Passongers
and Froight

Rallway Western ZXpensos
ExXpross Union - agentts
AFONCY : Telegroph Salsry

s 80 e

$93 82 3Ll
2. 21 67

#* Zxelusivoe statlonery, supplios, fuel, otec.

Upon this showing applicants belleve therc is no necesslivy
for continuing this agency but stated that in the ovent thils appli-
cotion Ls grantod and business lmproves sufficlently at Vidal in the

future, the agency will be immodlzately recstablished.




IN - Ap. 2}.!0 - p. 3-

In tho ovont the cgont i= withdrawn, arrangements would be
mede by The Atchlson, Teopeka and Santa Fe Railwsy Company to have
the water puuping taken caro of 4n some other manner.

The granting of this appiication was opposed by the Videl
Chembor of Cormerco and the County of Jan Frnerding for the follow-

ing roasons:

le That the station hes showm some {improvomont in rovonuwo.

2. Thot thc orc shipments will actually start $o move
within the next fow months.

That to maintaln someonc tO pumy vater at Vidal would
eliminote any saving duc to abandonmont of tho
agency.
1f the ogeney s sbandoned the commmity will bo
left without ony outside comrmnicotion, ns tho
only mothod of communicetion is dy Westorn Union
Telograph locrted af tho station.

Protcstants contended and produced witnosses to show thet
oro shipments could bo oxpected within the noxt fow months, although
definite assurance could not bo givon. Thoy maintoined thot 4 tho
agoney 1s removed, communicstion scrvice of Western Union Tolegraph
will bo wlthdrawn anc conscquently the Sheriff's substation at Vidal
will rave Yo bo closed a5 its oxistonee is dopendent upon the tele-
groph as 2 means of communicction with the county scat or any other
point. It woes alloged thot the Sheriff's substation a2t this location
1s cbsolutely nocessary for tho protection of +the facilities of tho
Metropolitan Woter District, tho rallroad, and other valuable pro-
vortics as Videl 45 50 far romoved from the county sozt.

It 1s opprecicted thot the continued meintonance of the
Vidal ogeoney would be a comvenicnes to tho citizens thoroof, perti-
cularly with rospect to the Wostern Union Tolograph sorvico. It is
cleer, howover, that the railroad company con hardly bo oxpocted to

mrintein an agent for the amount of Western Unilon Tolegraph businoss

transacted. In order to meintaln pormonont commumication with the
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county seat ~nd othcr polints, it would appesr thot those in public
autherity should maks arrangomonts for sueh o pormzanent commnico-
tion systom, without cxpecting the rallroad te benar tho burden. Thne
amount of railronsd business nhrndled »t tais station, 2lthough im-
vroved somowhat Irom o year age, is Insufficient to warrant Tho ceost
of maintaining on ogent.

From this rocerd Lt Lg ¢loar that neither applicant coan
be cxpocted to comtinue the malntenance cf an agent, but In the
ovent the agencey 1s cleosed and dusiness improves in the future, the
ageney should immedintely bc rocstablished.

A review of the ontirc reccerd in this prococding lcads

to the conclualon that public convenionco and nceessity do not at

this time require the continued maintonance of this ageney Hnd tno

application sheuld be grantod.

ORDER
A public heering hoving been reld, ond the matter having
bocn duly submitted and boing now roody for detormination
T IS XEREEY ORDERED thnt The Atchlson, Topoka and Santa
Po Raflwny Ccempany and Rafllwoy Zxpress Agoency, Inc., are horeby
authorizod to abondon tholr rgencics 2t the Station of Vidael, leo-
cated on the Perker Branch of Tho Atehison, Topekn and Santa Fe
Railwaey Company in San Bern ne County, and to chango their
records and tarifls accordingly, provided thet scoid station bo
continucd a8 o non-agoney staticn, subjecet to the following ¢cn-
ditlicns:
Applicants shall give not less than ten (10) days!

notice t¢ the public of zaid 2 oncy sbendenment by
posting notleo 2t sold ctation

.
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Applicants shrll, within thirty (30) days thero-
after, notify this Cormmission in writing of tho
abondonmont of facilitios authorized hercein, and
of thoir complionco with thoe conditicns herocf.

Tho authorization horoin grantod shall lopse and

bocemoe vold If not oxorcised within one (1) yoar

from the deto horoof, unloss further time is

gronted by subsoguont corder,.

The cffoctive énte of this Ordor sarll bo twonty (20)
m the date horodfl,

Dated at Sen Frenclsce, Callifornia, this é “ dey of

//
46&, S Ree,

SR

Commissicncrs




