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In the Mavter of the applicetion
of PALN SPRINGS WATZR COMRANTY, &
corporevion, Tor en Oxdex Deter-
mining vhe Service Lroe within
waich weter is %0 be served.
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C. L. McFarlend, for Pelm Springs Vieter Compeny.
Roy W. Colgete, City Atsorzey, for City of Dalm
Syriznge end for the City of
Pelm Spyrings Ploenniag Commission.
Prilip L. Boyg’., Yeyor, City of Paln Sprincs.
Frank V. Shezzmom, Councilmen, City of Palm Springs
‘ aznéd Yember of the City Plenning
Commission. .
L. 3. Xumpe, Deputy City Zzgineer, City of Paln

Sorings end Membexr of the City
Plarnizng Cormission.
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Paln Springs VWeter Coxpany, e dorporetion, engaged in - 1
the dusiness of selling water in dnd ad jecent <o the City 63
Palm.Spr;ngs, County of Riverside,.asks zhe Railroed Cozmiésioz
%o Tix end determine its service area boundaries es dolizested
upon that. certein zZep attached to the applicaﬁion herein, maried
Ixhidvit 3, or té.estébliéh suck othef bouﬁderiés as méy be deemod‘
Just ené proper upor the record. | | | |

| Iz its aﬁplic&tioz, tae Compely alleges thet nt

preseat iv serves watej obﬁained armost entirely by divcrsion.

from flowing mountein streams where delivery thereo? may be made
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Ry grevity and thav it es now ecquired all availadle, potable

water obtainab e :rqn such sources. It rurfher alléges that'if
the COmpany is-fequi:ed to Zuraish water to all parties.whb mey
demand extensions to mew subdivisions and other projects pleced
ﬁbon the market. the utility will bé'conoﬂlled w0 *e«o*t‘ﬁo
pumned veter et higher co"t., *esu"tins i* the reces y”br'a‘
genereal inercase in rates, u“lcss the aree of e*v*ce is restricted
or unlesé other limitatiozns ave nlacod upox suckh ertens‘ons. A
uzusuel operating problem seriously affecting this util‘ty is
a;leged to arise from the fact thet the City ot Palm.Sp*ings,
which was~incc*pofazed on ¢ e 12tk day of April, 1938 has

'~braced within its corpo*ate limits several sections o‘ Indian
lénds, held by the igus Callente Mission Indfen Bend Xo. 1.

It is ave*red that the City of Pelz Sprimgs iz all p*obnbilitj
has 1ittle or nor juri d c ion over said Indiex lands ani

the Water Co"va y'oossesses o *zght oL eatry in o* upon eny or
such reservation properties.. As e matter of fac«, the. Co“pany' 
concedes-that at no time has it been able to obta-n or _ccuire
axy such power or authority through lega* sanction, althougn-a*
pr@sent it is actuelly supblyzng weter to certein port‘onu or
these said Indian lends. It is set forth iz the anpl*ca ton theat
the‘western hél' ot Section 1s, Tounship 4 Sout:, Range 4 ;éSt
Sfé-B. M., ie Tnédian lanﬁ practica;ly ell of mhich nas been
.leased by’the reservction tridel owaers o verties other then
Indiana and should e 1ncluded mrth o the Co:pany's service arca
'p*imar‘ly for the protection of P bl ith'and salety from ﬁhe:
steadpoint of proper sexitation. ‘ |

| A public heering iz this proceeding wes held in Palm

Springs.
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’The Company'sin&in sourcos-or weter supply are Chi“o.x
Creek end Suow'Creek waich rise on the eess verly wloneo o“ Sé" ‘
Tecinto ountein. Chiro Creek flows Through C ino Canjon,
6peni@g iﬁmo'the valley ’loo* neaxr the no“tn:e¢te ly coﬁu.r'off
the'city lirits of Paln-Springs. Snow Creek is located some
-elight miles béyond T0 the northwest. The COmpany‘also hes rights
by appronr‘a lon and th“ough‘ iparicn ownersiiy to dive*t wate*'
Iron Fells Creek, e tributery of Snow Creek, bu* h s ﬂo* yet
“developed this supply. ALY Chimo end Smow Creok deliveries Az
by.gravity. Falls Creek weter similarly also will be'so,served“
when used. 4 Supplemeﬁtal or standéby'watér‘supplyvis'a#aiiabie
Dy pumping rro~ two wells nQW'uﬂed only during eucrgcnc_es whet
the use of tie weters from he Creeks is nxerrapted uemporarily
as & Tesult of stosz or £100d conditions. Chino;LSnOWOandﬁu-
Falls Creeks all produce a Tizme Quelity of water remarkadle o

s sortness far superiocr to that obdtalinmed from the wells. The -

water from Chinmo C.eek is co*vpyed through three miles §fftrans-

Usio* mein t0 a storage reservol above‘t e uown. Snow‘Creek'
wa*e* is carrzed t“*oasﬁ e;gh miles of pipe lize, ¢ *ee;miles
of which is owned dy the Southern Pacific Compeny and the.Sotthern-
Pacific Reilroad Compaﬁy dbut joiztly used under a written
ope:éat ing sgreement heretofore approved by the P.ailroad.cim- :
nission. There ere now ~n use four reservoirs he ving & combined
- storagc canaci v ol 2, 450 000 gallons. Additiozal stérage soon
will be‘provided. Tae distzitution systen . coztaizs close to -
L1fty miles of zains ranging in size Irom ome %o fourteen Lnches
in diameter. In 1940, 1,347 consumers were served,’all uponia 

metered:basis.




IF - A233L7 .

The teétimony iz this procee ding shows that th is utilitj
in 1924 served but 94 patrons, waile in 1940 tne‘number‘hédvin-‘
creesed o 1,347. The sudden wo*ld-wide bopuﬂar ity of ai:f
Sptings‘as 8 wﬁnter resort kas resulved in this Mencmenal grovwih
but hds, at the seme time, placed an wausuel deﬁand uvon he‘
Company.té ke ep nace .v“ t“iosurp ising develop“ent. The
cheracterisvic wee.lth ol <rhe community has p*oducé"-e.n‘ exception-
ally large numbe: of pelatial and artistic homes with meny e~
tensive gardens, lewas azd swimming pools, together wiih several

extraordinarily luxurious hotéls exd grounds and‘golf courses,
puﬁlic Huildings znéd parks. The'sandy; cosert soil ahd ary
climate ﬁave croaved en abnormaily teavy dezond Tor water durih@
tﬁe,entirg year. according to 1ts: pre,ident, . Alvebh F. Eicks,
the Pélm Sprizgs Water Compeny alrepdy hes been Torceld to oexpend
éon iderable sums of money For ell bhase° o> water &evelophe*t
end hes now.acquired every evaileble source of potable water
woich can 28 obteimed from mountalin stresms end syrizgs, oxcopt
watérs belongin@ To tho Ague Coliente !7Tission Indiens which waters
are not open 4O cpprop*iation 20T To us by the gene*a- vublié.
his limitetion on the water. °unplf, coupl ed w:th/the‘
'”ihcreesing explolites on ol mewly subd iviaed TACVS '*o:

‘e viel, cormercisl snd other purposes reaching far cut into
the dese.v, trat hes led this uzility_to request the eszebiishment
and limitation of its srea of eé*vice.

| The C**y of Palu.Sprlngs recently was inco*norated and
now smbraces within its corporate limits very zearly twenty square
"~le L terri tor; of nh‘c eight and three~guarter square_milés

are known‘as Indian sections or Indiexn lexnds, being solely owned

by the salid Apue Celiente fission Indians 3end Wo. 1. a*ge




Part of the lends witiin the Ccity lixits is made up of bar*en and‘
unoccupied dcsért ves ues and a congide*ab*e portion. takug in the
steep, focky slopes of Mt. Sanm Jacinto, whol;y u“aui ab’e in the
main for fesidént lal use e22g o’feri~g a% this ime no l*kelihood
or'water démand. Fractically all of vhe above barren lauds
mounteain s;opes énd ell of the Irdien 1auds excenpt those now
served in th the Nevte*ly 2ell of Section 14, have bveen eycluded
by the Compeny iz its oroposed service aree weica neve*theless
embraces an irreguler serip of lend five miles lonmg wiu“ an
avera@e'width of edout one xmile. There are mow 57 subd;viuions

nrioing 1,100 acrec of land within th¢s d‘strict es we*l
as 1 194 acres of pr ive ely-owaed lanc.~ end 340 acres of,Indian
?eservation 61l unsubdivided. | o

The tes t¢monj »resented by Jb“n p Hbld tca Secretary

of the Palm Svrzngu Whte* Companj, shows thrt thc mizinum
¢uentities of water avn 1able durs ng Tlae pe*lod of low °t*e
’low in uhe Tall months from all SQurces of supply owmed znd
controlled vy applicant_are'as follows: “
. 25 mimer's inches
- 75 miner's imches

o)+ o+ e« « 35 miner's inches
eer(l). . - 50 miner's imeches

Chino Creek . . e v .
Snow Creek . . . e .
Fells Creex . .

szarian Snow Cx

To*al 175 afnerts inchesw

Surpluu from Souuhc"'n bac‘“‘ic o
o"pany * e e e e e e .. » 40 miner's inches

Pumped supply from wells . . 120 ziner'é ‘nche°‘
Total 335 miner's imc <2>

3ased on OWneTSkip of 3,400 ecres of lend rinexien to
Suow Creek.

Yiner's izch for the purposes of this proceeding is.
cquivalent %o 1/50tk of a cublie 700t of water per second.

5




IF - A.23817 ®

The records of water actuelly dcl:vered duri nb the ?&ot
seven years tO the consumers show thad the average daily consump=
tion ver service during ovember, tke wmonth. of maximum draft amd
normal ‘*niﬁ‘. Tlow, 15'130 cudbic feet. *he votal‘..mn.ber of
consumers uhat could be sunplxed from vhe above & ourcés'upbn‘the ;

basis of this ¢ nsumpuion is estimated to be as Zollows:

¥inez's Inches Consume®s
Crevity supply o« « « o . . . 175 2,326

Surplus from Southerxn o o
Pacitic Company . . 40 | | -’31
Pumpéd‘suppli‘rrom;wells L1.595

4,452 (3)

The record indicates thet adout 6,700 lo te could be
carved from the unoccup_ed D‘OQC“ﬁ*eu, both subd vided ezd iz
ac*eage within the proposed area oF "e~vice ﬂ*vh e n“eoe t;water
supply suffiéient3énly, deever, fox anresti:aued total of
4;452 users. -in actual préctice‘a large poréion of thé consumers
occupy more than a single Lot end i% abpca:s doﬁbtrﬁl to eipeét*
full end complete deVPlObnent of cvery notentiél lot for m&ny,years
1o come. Véve*thelequ, the evidence shows thet ”alz Sp*ings'is
conzinui ng o enjoy & steady end ouhstantial growt* ahd the wit-.
nesses were unenimous in the expressed bel~ that Iin vhe ve*y
near future tie demend for water service will su:pass\t“e limite@
avéﬁlable'grevity wﬁter supnly. ZEBecause of the high-quality'or the
mountalin weter from the c*ee S axé Yy.reason of the rac that its

production and aistridution S ere much lower then 203 watef;

(3). ZEstimete based on actual net cuantity of water delivered with
no allowaace Iincluded for unaccounted-for water wkich may
*ncrﬁaoe gross deliveries from 15 per’c¢ent to 30 per cent.
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purped from underground sources, the Company has attem wted t‘
cc'nply with the deﬁ*e* of its pe.‘.: cus exnl the City ':::a.,v
@ravizy supply be alloceated and co:rined to the proposéd‘
aree. It is of course obvious that this latter phese of
problex IS not an iséue in this proceoding a;d,;there:ore,

recuires no further discuscion af This time.

The testimony hes not Tully estabdblished the eollity of

present wells %o yield under sustained 4 dﬁshtfa contiﬁuotS‘
dependadble supply of weter in thc guentities eséimated.above.
two Compeny wells are located Telirly close %o the basé:of |
Jacinto Mountain aﬁd althoush one is ﬁea* ”ahcuitz C*eck'and.
'o*he*. in Palm Cenyon, v*ectical operating production is as
,yet problematical. However, V. W. Z. Rowe, & consulting civil
eng;noe*, Raving had yeers of éxnerience in deéert watér euvaly7
‘proﬁlems and who ?c sxdorcd en expest on the water *esourcce‘
of tnzw section of the Stete .uestlried that quite o cons ide*able
nnmber of dependadle wellsc have been deve’oved Tor rfigetlon
puroose° iz the mein Coaczella dasﬁ“, ne closest one to_?ﬁlﬁ ;f_ |
Springs veing abou* three miles from the~cmuy Limits end proéﬁcing
a-sustained flow of 100 mizes's fmemes. The cuality of sueh
'wate" 15 20t ag good es tze Compery's grevity supply But
apaarently is of ncccsszty usadble for dormestic purpoes Se5. Sone
apeculatlon erose from the possibxliﬁy of zn:uncuion nroceed;_gu
bglns ;nstituted to brcvenf any now &rgc- ca;c oxtrac ns of
undcrs*ound waturs from thu COechclla Valloy Besin b¥ reeson of
1ts pre ent ﬁall;ng weter tadle claimed to Be caused main¢y by
excessive withdrawals for a@r*cultu"al i*rigation PUSDOSES | wa-x
ever, this particuler ;eatu¢e 0L the water °unn y difficult;eg-

ve“y nronerly mey be left until thc situati on actuQIIV‘p*e onts




Ltself in the ruture.‘ Stould all locel suoplie even tually p*ove o
1nadequate or hecoms depleued T0 & serious extnnt | e*e *eﬂains
the poss lbilitj of meking whatever arra~geme s nay vhen be
ﬁecessary and required to obtain water from the ;mtronolita“ vietox
Diotr*ct's Colo*ado River Aqueduct whick is loceted oz the
ovposite side ¢ the Co»chella Velley Zrom Palm Sn*ings end
crosses the Val.cy severel milec to the rore thereor. T is'f
water would reguire a **eatmenv and'softening plant as weli és

& considerable auzber of miles of trensm ssion pipe line to
traverse the Besin and the "hitcweter River waua.

City officials nresent at the hearxng held in this
'proéeeding‘were Philip L. BOjd, Meyor; Roy W. 001@ate Ciqy
Attorney for ihe City of Pal~ Springs and for the Palmvuprlnss
Planning_Commissioz; Traxk V. Shennon, Councilman and mbgber
of the Palm SDQings Plenning Conmission: a“d Ze 3. Xupe, Députy
c:ty “nginee* and also Nemper of the said P;aﬁnxng Cowmisuiou.

It appea*ed to be T e conscnuus ot opinion of the city'o icia¢o
that with e *ew ﬁ.nor exceptions which they nre envcd, the

service aree e3 proposed by the Compeny would ve coksidered by the

City as accepteble and reasoneble et this time. It was felt that

. The p“esent‘véry evident unb“idled expansion of the service areca
of th*s utility uh_ouqh extensionb into lerge °cntte*ed secuio"e
of unp*otecoea lands‘would become s serious detriment axné handicay
10 an orderly ard responsidbly controlled_community growth end
municipal development. Tre cit? officiels were setisficd that
with the eiceptions a3 he*einpfter noted, thoe p*opoved °e¥v‘ce

rea embreces drectically all of the acsi*able lands capadle of
being developed into,roaident*a. and commoxrcial propexties

requiring wator service.
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On behall of the CltV, it was augcestéd that the'vrbposéd

bounderics be modified and a“e 2ded to fmelude the ein To%s 7, 8,

9, 10, 23 and 24 in Sectzoa 13, and the soutk half of ot 25 and
2ll of Lot 40, in Sectiorn 23, all in ownshib & ooutb Renzce &
Zest, S.BR.3B. 'EL' mhc*e vaxrcels of ’and soze of whi ch adioin the
“eW'high school end grazmer school properties end uhe *ecently
‘deveﬁoped recrea lon cexter, it Is claimed will soon be 1n dema“d,
for residential exd subdivision properties} Iv enceared vo the
Company‘that the Iinclusion of the second, o side t_e* or three
zb-acéeﬂlots; No. 7, 10 end 23, iz Se;tidn 13, would he addizg
2 consi de*able burden in oxtra acreage no0% warrented &t this'
time. It did egree, howower, to emend i%s proposed service avea
boundaries to include +the ﬁesterly, or Lirst tier of‘thesévzo-
acre lots, No. 8, 9 end 24, irn seid Sectiorn 13 and which adjoiz
the Palm Springs Recreetiozal Field Clud on the nort* thereos
togetaer wits an ggreexment to include the lO0-acre south halr o?f
Lot 25 and all of tie 20-scxe Lot 40 in Section 23. The Company
furtrer is willing %o extend its service erca inﬁé the center

< the northwes t-quarter of Sectio:ys in a smell triangular _
| parcel o land which would pérzit the addition of two extre. rows ,
of lots together with a rbadway giving irngress and egres* the*etc
for the ertenuzon ané *ealign“en* of a paxt of the. °alm.Sn*ings |
vl age T ract, 5 Subdivision now being hezdled by and tarough
mr.‘:. D. Vunholla:’. Unde* the c¢ircumstances, it'abnear5 tha*
_the modifications set forth above end as egreed to by the utilitj
| should be approved. However, while this sgreement excludes

the second tie~ of 20-acTe lo*s; hoing Lots 7; 10 exd 23 of

Section 13, in the event there apvears 40 b6 o reasomabdle and

“ecessary demand for water service thersin iz the noar future,
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upor proper showins; the Commission umdoudtedl y will then enter-
tain a petition for the inclusion of this acresge within the
cervice area of this wtility.

Soze coniroversy arose over the exclusion of & parcel of
lend which seid J. D. vuniollend claims that he inzénds “o plece
on-vhe marxet in thé ;mmediatc future for the owners T ereéf;‘
seid vpercel being descrived as loceted in <he aorthwest querter of
the.southwest quarver of Section 3 end bexng ure cast é*ly 25
acres of the morthwest 45 acres thereof. While the fmclusion of
this 25-acre parcel'withiz the service erca of the utility was
objectéd to by Company officials upon the ground'that‘the?
elevation of the property zay result in unsetisfectory p*essu:es,
neéerthelea this uract of lanu eppears ©o be very q;milar in
character end te raxn as well as in c*evauion to ce*tain o* t
lexds adjoinzng and lying immedietely to the south uhereo. and
which already have deex included in the proposed service aree.

It therefore eppears fair and Teesonedle to epdrove the fnclusion
of‘this easterly"zs‘acres of the said northwesterly 45«a¢re parcol
located in the southwest quarter of Section 3, end it shéli he

SO ordered..

It should e pointed out at this time that the entire

service area proposed by the utilisy, enbracing ell suggested and
reéuested zodifications and extensions thereof, with vhe except‘on'
of the exact locatioﬁ of the adove menvioned 25-acre pg:cel,»is
set fortﬁ end delin eated upon thre may filed by the dompany.i3 this
proceeding gnd marked Exhibit Mo. 1.

| I conclusion, it 3hould be stated that the facts Sub-
mitted in general izdicate the p*eseat eqv‘ sabdility or_estabiishing

definite boundaries for the service sreg oOF tais’ﬁtility. WEth'




the modifications and amendments es indiceted above, it would

Seem . that justice haz been done to all perties concernedias,
nearly as cen be determized under existins éircumstances oxd
corditions. 10N073_, there is no doudt that the *é?idfprogress
and‘exﬁansion of Palm:Spr;ngs 85 a desert *eso*t and‘winxerapiay-
ground area unquest‘o*c“lv'w¢ll qult in e cor ﬁuall& inéreaéed
: demand for exten ione cf weter racili*‘ S. Walle it is imnossible
de”mnlvcly to dete ¢ the dir of tniu development, the
Commiszion will reserve the 2nd power to make in the future
such chenses and hodifiéetions in the ucrvicc prva horo;n ';
esiab’ishcd in the'roi’owing-o ¢r as may be considc*ed *oason—
ablo, neccssary ana DIOPLT uPon dLlJ filed v icnfthercfor.

Thac following fora of Order is recommonded:
QRDZ2

nppl’ca**o taviag beex filed with the Railmoad Com-
nission, as entitled'abcve, e puﬁlic hearing having been'held‘
thereon, <he mattef-having veen submitted and theICommission being
now fully edvised iz the premises, | |

T Is H:R:BV QRDZRTD thet Palm Snrings Viater 00~pan¢,

2 corporetion, be and it 13 heredy suthorized and directed to
.file with this‘co:mission within sixty (60)_days from the daté
of this Order, four (4) zopies o? e map, drevm o a scale of
not less u~an 400 feet to the inch, setting fo“th its efvice
srca boundaries. » 8% more pardiculerly del eaved and out ined
in red upon Tac map *";cd oy sald compeny i" thais proceeding aad -
markcd'thibit ¥o. 1, but es n as Tled, howevcr by inclusio“ thore-
in or the ereas outlined in hlue on said axhibit 0. 1, and more

rarticularly deserided es those 20-zcre Lots Jo. 8, 9 and 24
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situate in Section is, toeéthe with the south “al’ o* 20-acre
Lot 25, Yeing 10 acrea, and all of 20-acre Lot 40 iﬁ.Sect oz 23
end as *urther modi fead uo include that certain small tr;angular
parcel of land outlized n blnck situaete in the ﬁen er of't x
- northwest querter f‘Sec ion 3, having a 1ensth of 480 *eet

zore of less, along its mortherly bdoundery, and es fur«her
modified to exbrace the easterly 25 acres o* t2e northwest 45
acres o* ‘the Uouuhﬂes* quarter of Sectio“ 3, all in Township 4
Sout_, Rezge 4« Zast, S.3.3. & 7., u&id ney aand modi‘mcat*ono being
mede part of the Order hereis, |

I IS FEXEBY FURTTIR CROERED thet Paln Springs Veter
Company, 2 co**oo*at*on, e a.nd it is heredy &3 irected vo file
wita this Comission within sixty (60) deys from the date of
this Oxrder four coni es of & sulitable mep or sketch, d:awn t0 an
indicated scale, upoa a sheot gpprorximately 8-1/2 x 11 inches
in size,'deliﬁeétins thereon in distinctivc merxings the bouhdafies
of the service erea as esteblished herein.

For ell other purposes, tie effective dete oflthis
Order shali be twenty (20) days 2rom and after the dafe-hereof.

| The foregOing.Oél nion exd O*de* are ae*eb; apnroveu
and ordered filed eas the Opinion and Order of %he Reilroced Com-
“he ut&ve or Cal foraia.

Daued at Sen Francisco, Californie,

ol

Commissioners. -




