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M. M. London, Jemes W. Gilmore,
Wary R. Cooper, et al.,
: ‘ Compleinants,

0BG

-TS= Cese o, 4465
Caxmy reeker Water Systez,
zrele M. Meexer (sole Texme) and
Julia =. Meexer (widow),
(owners of the Cexp Meeker “ater
Systen),
. Defendents.

Tondon, Lor Coxpliainants.

westeoatt, Tor Defencdants.
COMMISSIONER:
Q2ITIQE

This comwplaint iz filed by %, L. Londbn, Jjemes V.
Gilmore, mary‘R. Goopef ané several other waver consumers who owd
vacation honmes in Cémp lleeker, a recreation and.summer recoTt
located approximately‘half way betwecz the town of Occidexn al and
Mbﬁme zio in Soﬁoma County. These petitionérs compléin that the
Cexp lieeker Vigter Systex 45 not ruhcticnzng prove*ly, that the
mé#ageﬁént i inefficient), the water supplf iuadequate end
deliveries fxterrupted becsuse of the d.lapidated cond‘t*on of the
scbrage tanks. WO emswer wes Piled by or in behels of Ay of the
dof endant,. |

A pudlic nea*“g was beld iz this proceeding iz Cemp
Neeoker.
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The Cewmrp Meexer Viater System was instelled in 1900 %o

serve the summer eand vacatién resort of Cemp Meekxor. During the
, pgst vear it sexveld 240 consumers. The weter supply is obta ned

Trom e number of Syrings 228 is delivered primarily by grav Ty
with the aid of three smell Booster pumping writs aveiladle 'o*
p:essuré equalizétion during periods of wpeak load demeand occu:rin@
in the swmer weckends axd holideys. |

The se*vico provided by this utility hes long been Tk
subject of con t*ovcruy. On ifarec: l_, 2932, the Commission issued
its Decisiox XNo. 24567, esvetlishing & new'schedule or‘rates and
direecting the insteli tion of a nunber of sysvtexm ~mnrove"e vs,
together with speciltic ordcrs requifing the owzners of thio
proverty to place in coxmplete cherge of the Opefatio: oL v
whbility e cepadle merager who would be a vpermaneat residént ol

the communitly ehd available at all reasozeble times to deal  "

dimectly with the consumers 41 Those TegulsT and Toutine business

effeirs affocting weter service, payzexnt of »ills anéd the
rexedying or compleints. Thecse instructions, Ls3uec by the Cé:J
nission, were compiied with in & gererel way. 4 zew operator,
G. 5. Abbott, wes exmployed, who thereupon‘groceeded to install
such improvements es were possible with_the linited rundé
Tovided by the owaers of the waterworks. - Unfortuzetely, at
vhe preseant time, &3 the result of e serieswof deéths\in the
Yecker famlily, none of the originel owners are elive and title o
en umdivided two-thirds interest in the water progeriies-iﬁ now
in the Zstate of Iffle . M »khr, doceased th the date orithe
distribution of said estate heing vrobvlex metical. The'*emaining'
one-third uﬁdivided interest is owzed by Mz, Julia udwards

meexer.
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From the evidence presented, it eppears that there ig
10 longer a cepable axd exporienced xmanager in cherge of this

utility. Apparextly the Lormer superintexndent, who had ro-

decigned axd Installed the system improvements, was relecased under
h

the guize of axz ecoxomy program and no coxpetent operator hes
been provided in his plece. AS a resuld of such procedure, no
improveﬁents nave been made te the systex during the past veer,
neitaer hevé tﬁc'diversioﬁ‘facilities beexn properly'éaréd for nor
the water sﬁpply coaserved. The reSponSible owzers exnd admini-
strators of this utility p-overty will de expected‘and’required
to obtein without delay a suitadle mezager for this waterwprks.
The fact skould not bYe overloorxed thet thae present rate struclure
of this utiliﬁy wes predicated upon the instellation‘of such -
inprovements as were reasozehly necessary Lo provide adequete
service exnd upon measgement of the utility by efficient
personzel capable'of meinteining end assuring e coatinuous and
pro;er’weter supnply to all users. |

Froz the testiz n& vresented by the mejority of the
witnesses, the uasatisfactory service condivions complaized of
related almost exntirely to thé shortege o2 water which occurred,
not during 1940, dut dufizg the w»rececding year; In feirness %o
the defendents herein, it should be pointed out that the
evidence also iz wndisputed thet in vhe 3w é andifail ol 1639
there occurred one of the =most severe poriods of weter 3ﬁortage
ever experienced iﬁ this sectiorn of the Stéte. Denletion of‘ﬁa:cr
vield wee by o nmeans confimed %o this particulaf‘water systém.
Defendants, however, wers Gerelict in their éuty to tke publid in
maﬁing no effoxrt whatsoever to repeir spring intekxe facilivies

and &iversion works and iz teking no serious steps to dcvelcp and
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maintein the full production of thelr springs. Thére'dan be 10
legitimate sxcuse for the obvious failure of defexdants to repalr
and zaintain the‘intake pives, boxes, and tent %o preveat thé
unnecessery end excessive losses thet took place a: these vitel
péinxs. The engineering testimony shows that such repeirs wéuld
have‘cosm e nominel suz,o:ly'and'would have fequired'at the mosv
ut a few days work by unskilled labéf.

e reecord in this proceeding further indicates that
during the summer season of 1940, as well &s in the previocus yeer,
there were frequent interruptions in water deliveries iz thet
district generally imovm as Hamptor Foads. The testinony of tke
engineer conclusively indicetes that the simpiest‘and :ost
econozical solution for this perticuler probleﬁ lies iﬁ tae |
installation of additiozal storage to The extent of not less than.
25,000 gallons st 2n elevation capabdle of préduéing better‘working
preséu:es. ﬁhe new storage capacity for this érea has the ru:chcr”
advantagé of collecting weters now wasted during the low-use
periods ir the middle of the week, holding them in feadineés for
the heavy comsumption ox weekends and aolidays.

The estimated nistorical cost of this water syster is
822,595, as of December 31, 1939; the corresponding deprecietion
annuity is 3324. The average cnauel revezues for :hc Tive~-year
period last past, %o exnd including 1939, pzounted to $3,430. Tae
total arnual revexmues Lor the year 193$ es reporved were.ss;élz.
Operating expenses for the vear 193¢, ac revised, iﬁcluding
depreciation, were 51,879. The proper aﬁd reasonable requirenents
of overation imcluviding deprecietion for the imzediete'ruturé were

estimeted »y R. I. Savage, one of tke Commission's hydraullic

engineers, to bve $2,219. The operating expenses allowed in 1932,

wodyy o




Decizion Wo. 24587, werc 2,4828. Thesc latter 6perati:g_expenses
contemplated the employzmexnt of a rull-tize resident manager OF
superintendenz'for The plexnt.

The evidence presented in this proceedihg indicatés'
quite clearly tha ﬁhc'own 5 of t2iz uvtility cazn well afrordfto
“ingtell thé improvenents =ad adopt the oversting methols end
orectices outlined above;'full porfornmence of which ﬁust e
insisted upoz dy this Co:ziséion without eny furﬁher ¢vasion
by the owaer or owners, or responsidle administirstor o:‘th 1)
water properties.

The following form . of Oxder is recomeended:

ORDER

The compleint es entitled abdove having been Tiled witk

thais Comrmission, a pudlic heering heving been held thereon, the

tter having beexn sudbnitted and trhe Commission veling zow fully

advised in the ?:emises,

Based upon tie findings of fact sev foxth in the‘fore-
going Opiniorn zad other good ceuse eppearing, now therelore,

I7 IS ZERIDY ORDIREID tket Julla 3. Meeker emd txe
edministrator, or whe édministratrix of the Estatg or Iifie M.
leeker, deceesel, as responsible”operatoré of the Camp leeker
Tater System in the County of Sonome, be end they'afe hefeby
ordered and Qirected O consz&uct or cause to dve construcfed
acditional étorage tecilities of'a total capacity of not less then
25,000 gellons in the Eamptdﬁ Rbads District of tﬁé Caxp maekér
Hater Srstem servicé area, 58ié Tacilities To be installed at a
location end i3 a meaner setislactory to this Commission axd tb be
connected o the System im proper workizg order at a lete 20t later

then the first day o Sentexder, 1o4l.
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Tor all other purposes, tke effective date of this Order

sneall e twen:y‘(zc) days from end afver thé date héreqf.f,,

The foregoing OﬁiﬁiOn and Oxrder are héreby appfoved.and
ordered filed as the Oninion and Order of the Railfoad commiésion
of the State of Celiforale. B

| ﬁ/ veted ot & gns oo, Colifornis, this
VAl dey of ﬂ//aﬂ_, 1941,




