
Decis ion !JO .. 

In the ~,tatter of the A:P:olication o~ 

3.A!;"t: OF .A.:"~!CA., !:J'e.tione.1 'l':-ust 
and Savi~gs Acsocietion, a ~e.tionel 
'banking association, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

tor Authority to Discontinue its ) 
Operatio~s e.s e. :public utility k:lo ... ,n ) 
as t:t:.e Tash ?:-operties 'Hater CO::J.,e.ny. ) 
(.A::lended Title). ) 

--------------------------------) 

Application ~;o. 23875 

Keyes & 3rskin~ by J. Benton Tulley, tor 
Applicant. 

Don ~!. Kitz:rille:-, tor S. J. Kitzrrlller, 
?rot e ste.-'"lt . 

:~s . .A.nite. ::!ead, for Zstete of Iverson, 
Protesta!lt .. 

In this proeoedins, t~o Bank or .A:':'.or1ee., !J'at1one.1. Trust 

and Savings Association, asks ~or euthority to diocontinue the ~ublic 

utility water service rende!'ed. l"ro!:l th.e irrisation systeM. operated 

'by the Tash Propertios t'l.e.ter CO!"l.:J)e:lY located ncar Soledad in 

Monterey County. 

A ,ubl1c ~ce.ring on this metter weo held at Soledad. 

So:::.e few years ago, the :3e.:1k ot A,.'"1erica, ::e.tional Truc"t 

and Scvinss Association, ca~e into :possession through toreclosure 

proceedi:lgs ot the A. ~,:. Te.sh ~::.ch containing 138 e.cres ~ore or 

less, located 0:1. t~e ",'lesta:-ly bank of the Salinas River about 

oppos 1 te the To\v:l ot Soledad. As p e:-t and parcel ot: said Rench, 
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thero is a public utility ir~is~tion ~Q~pi~b ~lA~t consisting of 

four ""ells, cement deliyery pipe lines) outlet a.."ld distribution 

boxes, together .nth various appurtenant structures. This plant 

8.::'!d irrise.tion systen no"" celled Tas:. Properties We.ter COl.':lpeny 

was i::stelled origine.:!.ly in 1910 by A. ~.:. Tash end therea.fter 

zupplied a large n~~ber of edjecent =e~cnes wit~ irrigation we.tcr 

service. 

For the :oe.st two yeer3, hOWGvc:::" there he.s ro:::w.ined 'but 

O::le regular consu.."":.cr, S. J. Kitzmllor, "t/ho irrigates 20.25 acres 

of le.n.d) practically ell of ....... hich is i!'l apples and pears. last 

year, water was s'.l:o:olied upon ~n erc.e:-~~ncy end te!'l!,orary oasis 

o~y to a tenent ta~ino the Iverson Rancr.. There is a private 

well end i~ig~tion ~uo~ O::l t~e Iverson ~lece but during the 

season of 1940 this "/e:"l 'was not cap~'bl~ of Yielding sutticient 

water to properly irrisate the: carrot crop.. Water VIes delivered 

by the ':'esh Pro;ge:::'t.ies ':late:::- Cotl~e::.y for e. :oe:-iod ot: tine suttic ien t 

to preverrC the loss C:1d !eilu:"o 0:: the o:'op. Iu-s. Anita Eeed, 

Ad:inistretrix ot: the !verso~ Zstate, testified that she desires 

tor:.einte.in the rigb.t to have e.veilatle at all tin.es in the f'uture 

stand-by wate:' service from the ap~licant syste~ for the !ve:::-son 

aanch. The c18i~ of a~,licar.t is t~t it can no lonser afford to 

supply a demand. water servi~e es a :';>1;o11c utility to 'but one sinGle 

reguler conSQ'!"ler ·d.t:~ occasior...el cell 1'0:- sta.."1d-'by wa.t<::r deliveries 

to the Zstate of Iverson. This contc~tion ~~,ears to be born~ out 

by th~ ~ccord in this case. 

'I'~e ovid ~nc I; sb.o~'{s t:.:.e t t!;.o ~:oin03 ylan t, ~'lolls end 

outl~t ~ipos and boxes cost ori~inally in exc~ss of $3 1 500. The 

cost ot: powe:- alone o.uri!.l.G 'tho ,a st tfl.r-.;e yve.rs has raneod i'roI:l 

$3Z~ to J403. Thoro ~ev~ boon ~o :::,~cords k~pt of actual costs of 
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, t ... i . .;. d.' +' • t"''''' 1- • d d l't WI..,. p_e.n opere. \J on, :'l81n ... <.!:!e.nce, e:.o:-ecle ... 1 on O,ne. 0 Me .. A.l::l re e,w;> 

incurrt::d b~" teo verious te:l~:-J. ts ~er=.i:lg tl~e Te,sh 1'l'o,erty. Suoh 

testi~o~y as '::e.o ,res~;'l~ed indicatos t!:1,at :plant opercting e~enses, 

including depreciation, \'/i11 ep1'roxi~te at leest :~600 per e,:mUJ.'1l. 

In the event no .vc. ter '.'lCS t:.ned on the ':(e.S!l. Ranch, the 

'be ~le.ced u'))on tl-:c shoulders of the on<;; rc~eini!lg we.t~r user, 

S. J. ~itz~ullcr, resulting, of course, in e prohibitive cr~rge 

for il"rigat5.on of t:-.. o tWCl;.t:r-e.C:::-~ orcl1e rd. It is cl,;;,srly 

inequitable u..'"lder dxisting cO:Lditio::l.S to lor..:~~r contir ... u.o the :oublic 

utility svrvitud~ u~on thi~ ranch end p~~pinG plent. 

Disco~tinu~J.cQ of public utilitj s~!'vico in this instanco 

should wo!'Y. no scvt:r~ hardship u,on !~!r. Kitzr:Uller or U-P01'l the 

Iverson aaner .. eitl'ler, for that ::etter. .Applicant has agreed to 

enter into a contract wi til said ~a tZ:"1iller for the del i very of 

'.'Jete:- for irrigation in tl:".c future e::.d t~ere is no reason to doubt 

but thet si~ilar err~~ze~onts con be ~ede ?nth the ~stete of Iverson. 

~~ei ther of tb.e~e :proT,lerties, thcrei'ore, should be cleJ'ri ved of 

we.ter froLl t~e Tc..sh Rer~ch well::; U?o~ relievinG a,plice.nt of its 

duties a::.d o~lieetions to sU!)}lly c:r:d cleli~ler "tater as a ~ublic 

utility. 

T11e follo~'linG i'orr.l of Orner is reco::.:u.ended. 

Ar.>~lice.tio~ 8.S E\OOVC er..titled ha"Tin; ~,:eer. filed, a publio 

mitted end t:1e CO!1'.!c.lssio:1 ~ei!'l.[~ now fully ec:,ised in the '!'re:::.ises, 

IT IS !-:Z~3Y O:lD:::tCi) t~at Se:lk of J...":lerice., ::e.tionel Trust 

end ~evinb::; LSsociatior., be and it ic hereby ~~tho!'ized to discon-
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tinue public utility irrigatio::. water service on 0:: after the 

thirt~" .. firs't day of October, 1941, by a.."ld through the Tash ?roper-

ties Water Syste:n, a public utility operating on what is generally 

k.."lown a.s the A. ~.f. Tash Ranch, located in the County of Hor.terey) 

:lear the Town of Soledad, and. tb.ereu~on said 3e.nk of America, 

National Trust and Savings Association, shall stand relieved of ell 

further public utility obligations and liaoilities in connection 

t.herev:i tb.. 

For all other ~ur~oses, the effective date ot this Order 

shall be !). (;> 
_~....o-. __ days fro~ and. after the dete hereof. 

The foregoing Opinion and. Order are he::eby ap?roved and 

ordered filed es t~e Opinion end Order o~ t~e ~ailroad Co~ission 

of the State of California. 

Dated at San ?rancisco, California, 

1941. 
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