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DEFORZ TET RAILROAD COMIISSICH OF TEZ STATZ OF CJLI ""O'-?I'Iﬁ

In the Matter of the Application of

BAT OF AMZRICA, Natiorel Trust
and Saviags Associztion, a netionel
banking essocietion, Application llo. 23875
for Authority to Discontinue lts
Qperations s a public utility known
8s the Tash Properties Water Cozpeny.
(Amended Title).
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Leyes & Zrskine %y J. 3enton Tulley, for
Applicant.

Don M. Xitzmiller, for S. J. Kitziller,
Protestant.

Urs. Anite ilead, for Zstete of Iverson,
Protestant.

CRAZITR, COMRTISSIONZR:

In this proceesding, the DBank of Americe, Nationel Trust
ené Savings Association, asks for suthority to discontinue the pudlic
utility water service rendered from the irrigstion system operated
by the Tash Froperties Veter Compsay located near Soleded in

Monterey County.

A public heering on this metter wes held at Soledad.

Some few years agod, the Bank of Anerica, National Trust
and Sevings Association, came intc possession through foreclosure
proceedings of the A. M. Tesh Rench containing 138 acres more or
less, located on the westerly dbenk of the Salines River abdbout

opposite the Towa of 3oledad. As pert and percel of seid Rench,
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there ic e pudblic utility irsigation nurping vplant consisting of
four wells, cement delivery vipe lines, outlet and distribution
boxes, together with various appuritenent structures. This plant
and irrigetion system now celled Tesh Properties Water Compeny
was instelled originally in 1910 by A. . Tash end thereafter
supplied 2 large number of edjecent renches with irrigation water
service.

For the vest two years, however, there hes remeined but
one regular comsuser, S. J. Xitzniller, vho irrigetes 20.25 acres
of lend, practicelly ell of which is in apples and pears. Last
yeer, water weg supviied upon en emergency end tenporary basis
oxly to a2 tenent farming the Iverson Ranch. There is a private
well and irrigation »ump on the Iverson plece but during the
season of 1940 this well was not capedle of yielding sufficient
vater to properly irrigate the cerrot c¢rov. Weter was delivered
by the Qesh Properiies ieter Compeny for a period of time sufficient
To prevent the loss and felluro of the crop. IMrs. Anite Heed,
Adzinistretrix of the Iverson Zstate, testified that she desires
to meintein the right to have evailable et all times in the fusture
stand-by water service Ifrom the applicent system for the Iverson
Rench. The clain of apylicant Is thet it cen no longer afford to
supply & demend water service es a public utility to dut one single
reguler consumer with occesionel call for stand-by weter deliveries
to the Istate of I contention appears 1o be borne out
by the record in

Tae ovidence shows thet the vumping »lant, wells and

outlaet nipes and boxes cost originelly in excess of 33,500. The

cost o power alone during the mast thuree yoers has raaged from

$32% to 3403. There heve boon no Tecords Xwpt of actusl costs of




plent operestion, nmeintenence, devrecisvtion snd other kindred items

incurred by tho various texnents Terming the Tesh propmerty. Such

testimony &s was preseaved indicates that plant operating expenses,

including deprecistion, will epproximete at least 3600 per snnum.
In the event no water was used on the Tesh Rench, the

entire burden of =meeting omereting cxpenses end fixed charges would

Ye vleced upon the shoulders of the one reneiaing weter user,

S. J. Xitzniller, resulting, of courszs, in a prohiditive cherge

Tor irrigation of the twenty-amere orcierd. It is clearly

inequiteble under e¢xisting conditions to lonmer continuo the public

utility servitude thils rench end pumping plent.

Discoatinvence of »ublic utility servies in this instance

should work no scvere hardshiy umon ir. Xitzmiller or upon the
Iverson Ranch elther, for thet Retter. Applicant has agreed to

enter into a contract with said Hitzniller for the delivery of

water for irrigetion in the future end there is 1o reason to doubt
but thet similax errangemonts cen ve made with the Estete of Iverson.
Weither of these vroperties, therefore, should be dewrived of

weter from the Tesh Raneh wells upon relieving avplicent of its
duties and obligations to supply end deliver weter as e public
utility.
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The following form of Order iz recommended.
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Applicetion as avove entitled heving “een filed, a public
hearing heving been held thercon, the metter laving veen duly sub-
mitted end the Comuission “eiws now fully edvised in the premises,-

T IS HIRIBY QORDZRTD that 3exik of Americe, Natlonel Trust

.550ciation, B¢ and it ic hereby authorized to discon-




tinue vublic utility irrigation water service on or after the
thirty-rirst day of QCctober, 1941, by and through the Tash Proper-
ties Water System, a sublic utility operating on what is generslly
known as the A. M. Tash Ranch, located in the County of Monterey,
near the Town of Soledad, and thereupon said Bank of America,
Natiorel Trust and Sevings Association, shall stand relieved of all
further public utility obligations and liebilities in connection
therewith.

For all other vurposes, the effective date of this Order

shall be 2.0 ceys from and efter the date hereof.

The foregoing Opinioz end Order are hereby approved and
ordered filed as the Opinioz z2ad Order of the Railroad Commiscion
of the State of California.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this _44/42?:L day

, 1941,
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