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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COM=\~ISSION OF' TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the VAtter of the Application of 
STOCKTON ELECTRIC ?JcrtROAD COMP~~ 

(a) For authority to abandon its street 
railway l1nes in the City of Stockton ana 
L~ the un1ncorporated territory in the 
v1cinity thereo~, all in San Joaqu1n 
County, CRl1tornta. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

(b) For a certificate of public conven- ) 
lance and necossity to exerciso the r1ght3 ) 
and priv11eges contained in a general rran-} 
ch1se granted app11cant by the City or } 
Stockton for the operation of a comprehen- ) 
sive motor coach transportation system as ) 
a ~ubst1tute for the street rnilway lines ) 
abandoned. ) 

(c) For a certificate of public conven-
1ence rand nece~s1ty for the transportation 
of p$ssengers by ~otor coach in the City 
ot Stockton and 1n uninco~orated terr1-
tory in the Vicin1ty thereof~ all 1n t~e 
Count7 of San Joaquin, Californ1a. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

TEO:JAS :5. Q.UTh"N, for App11cant 

Application 
No. 24380 

JOSEPH E. TOPE, tor C1ty or Stockton 

r:;y THE C OMMI 55 I ON: 

Q!lNION 

In this application the Stockton Electr1c Railway Company 

req~est5 authority (n) to abandon 1ta street railway lines 1n the 

City of Stoekton ~d L~ the unincorporated territory in the v1c1nity 

thereof, and (b) to SUbstitute therefor an automotive passenger stage 

service, someti~es herein referred to as a motor coach service. 

A ~ub11c heAr1ng wos held 1n this matter betore Ex~iner 

Eunter on Augu~t 27, 1941, in Stockton, at wr4ch t1mo the matter was 

taken under submission and 13 now ready tor decision. 

The Stockton Electric Railroad Compa..."lY he,:! tor many yesrs 

operated the local stroot tr~sportst1on ~yste~ in the City or 
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Stockton and certain developed aroas adjacent thereto. All of tho 

street car lines now in operation aro located within the City of 

Stockton, except that portion of California Street between Pine 

Street and Alpine Avenue. 

~ ~uthorit1 of Decision No. 33633 applicant abandoned 
rail operations on its Popl~r-Ma1n and Ophir Stroot lines 1n Novem-

ber, 1940, and ~ubst1tuted thero~or a motor coach service on a 

temporary basis. In a general way these motor coach lines parallel 

the former street car route, w1th ~n exten~1on to the west city 

l1m1ts along Willow Street to Buena Vista Avenue. 

The City Co~ci1 of the City o! Stockton, on June 2;, 1941, 
passed its Ordin~nce No. 1615 grant1ng to applicant a franchise to 

establish a motor coach operation, and dos1gn~ted certain routes 

w1thin tho city. In addition, tho ordinance specified that a motor 

conch operation wns to be o3t~blished to serve the southoast and the 

southwest portions 0: the city upon ~~d alo~g route$ prescribed by 

th1s COm:lission. The ord1%lance set up tour miD routes in the city .• 

all of which are shown on th.e map, Exhibit "A" attached to the np­

plica.tion rod des ignpted ~3 Exhibit No .. 1 1n thE) record. 

Route No. 1 - Celirorn1~-San JOAquin Line 

'I'b.is line extends from tho 1Dtersect1ono~ Alpine Avenue 

and Son Jo~quin Street elong ~p1ne Avenue, Sutter Street, Pine 

Stre~t, Ca1iforn1n Street, Mnin Street, ~d San Joaquin Street to 

Eighth Street, the southerly lim1ts of tho City, nt the Municipal 

Bathos • 

The motor coach route d1f~ers from that of the existing 

rail line 1n that between A1p1ne~~eDUo nnd Pine Street it is locsted 

two blocks westerly of the rDil line. The territory east of Cali­

fornia. Street between Pi.ne Street and Alp1De Avenue is UIldevelo~d 
I 

and would therefore offer no trc..ft'1c. On the other ha.nd, oy 3h1~t1r.g 
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the 110e weat ot C~11forn1a Street it would be more convenient to 

patrons of this service. A loop is proposed on the south end of 

this line via E1ghth Street, McKinley Avenue, and Sixth Street. 

That portion of the route along McKinley Avenue is outside the City 

of Stockton and will serve a rather densely populated territory west 

of McKinley Avenue. This line will have a one-way length of about 

4.2 m1les. 

Route No.2 - College-M~1n Line 

At the present ttme the services on Poplar and Main Streets 

are connected as one line, ~t tra~fic chocks indicate that these two 

services have materially d1fferent travel cheracter1st1cs and, there­

foro, it is proposed to separate- them and establish a new motor coac~ 

line connecting the Ma1n Street end with the line to tho College of 

the Pacific. This will be des1gnated as Route No. 2 - Colloge-Main 

Line. 

The service on Main Street now ends at the cast city l1mi:~ 

and it 13 proposed herein to extend th1s service eastorly along Ma1n 

Street about one-half mile to Golden Gate Avenue 10 unincorporated 

territory terminating in a two-block loop. On tho Colleg~ o~ tho 

Pacific end the proposed route w1ll follow the present stroot car 

li~o along El Dorado Street as far as Maple Streot, thence turn west 

on Mapl~ to Pacific, follow PAcific Avenuo to Central Avonue, a~d 

follow the stroot car lino along Central Avenue and Kensington Way 

to tho Colloge of tho Pac1f1c. Tho term1nnl of tho prosent street 

car lino is at an ontr~co to tho Collogo or the Pacific. 

Tho rocord shows thoro is cOD31doreblo building activity 

in new housos to tho south of tho Collogo of the Pacific aDd east 

of Kensington Way_ It is proposod to make ~ loop around Stadium 

Dr1vo, tBcif1c Avenue, and Montoroy Avonue 1n order to sorvo the 

developed area both south of tho Colloge and cast of PRc1f1c Avenuo. 

-;-



It 
IN - Ap. 24380 - p. 4· 

Tbe entire College-Main line will have a ono-way length or approxi­

mately 5.6 miles. 

Route No. 3 - Poplar Line 

The present Poplar line now operates from MaiD Street 

along El Dorado Street to Poplsr Street, west along Poplar to 

Yosemite Street, on Yosemito Street to Willow Street, on Willow 

Stroet to Buena V10ta Avenue, on Buena Vista Avenue to Mount D1sblo 

Avenue) on Mount Dia.blo AVenue to Argonne Drive) along Argonne Drive 

to adjacent to the northwost side of Victory Park, and along Pershing 

Avenue to Willow Street; return1ng via the sa~ route to El Dorado 

and Weber Streets. 

The residential soct1on to the south of Victory Park is 

not adoquately served by the existing route for the reason th~t a 

eanal run3 diagonally through the park, and ~destr1ens must walk 

~round tho park to roach th1s loc~l 11no. It is proposed nereiD to 

provido a botter servico to this d1str1ct through the establishment 

of a loop around the south nnd east sides or this pnrk via Mount 

Dinblo Avenuo and Porshing Avenuo. 

On tho dovmtown end of this routo, iDstopd of connecting 

with Mpin Stroot, it is proposed to tcrm1nat~ tho 110e 1n e loop 

through the businoos district ~long Weber Avonue) Cnl1rornic Streot, 

Main Stroot, rund El Dorcdo Stroot. 

Routo No. 4 - Ophir Stroet L1~e 

A tcmpor~ry bus line now opor~tes along Ophir Stroet 

1n~to C1d ot tho stroet C:lr lino, commencing :l.t Hard1ng Wny tl.:nd Ophl:­

Stroot nnd runn1%lg south on Ophir Stroot to Minor Avenue, on Miner 

Avenue to Grant Stroot) pnd south on Grnnt Streot to Wober Avenuo, 

thenc~ along Weber to tho business district. It is proposed to ex­

tond tho northeasterly ond of this route ~long Harding Wny from 

Ophir Street to the city limits at Funston Avenue, nnd on tho down-
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town end a loop will be made aroun~ the olock bounded by Weber 

Avonuo, Amor1can Stroot, Main Stroot and Cpl1rorn~a Str~~t. 

F~1rgro~ds Occas1onal Route 

During times of special events at tho San Joaquin County 

Fairgrounds, located at the intersection of Charter Way and Sharp's 

Lane, appl!cant proposos to install a sorvice along Pilgrim Street 

between the Fairgrounds and tho conter o~ Stockton. 

In order to perto~ the serviee on these var10us lines 

appliCAnt has on hand and will use nineteen buses, six ot which will 

seat 29 passengers and thirteen will seat 27 passengers; 1£ tratr1c 
X 

increases applicant alleges it will provide such additional equip-

ment as is necossnry to roason~bly servo the traveling public. 

The servieo proposed on these various routes is outlined 

in Exhibit No. 5 and will provide generally base hoadways as follows: 

On the 
On the 
On tho 
On the 

No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 

1 liDo 
2 11no 
3 line 
4 line 

15 Minutes 
20 M1nut0S 
15 M1nutos 
20 ~1nutos 

During pOEk hours, howev0r, this servieo will be surfic1ently nug­

monted to take c~ro of tho patronage. It is proposed to cont1nue 

tho s~e faro strueturo as is now 10 ottoct. 

The only protest to this plan Wt!lS in connoction with the 

extension of tho route on Mnin Street to tho cast of the eity 11mits. 

It w~~ contonded by protcstrunts th~t this lino should bo extended ~t 

lo~st one-halt ~11e or more beyond Golden Gcto.Avonuc in order to 

se:"ve a gro'wing soct ion to 'tl' .. c north 01' M~1n Street nnd er,s t o~ 

Goldon G~te Avenue. It wn~ urged thct ~~er the proposed routing the 

people l1ving in this district would h~v~ ~ unrensonably long wnlk 

to rench Golden G~te Avenue snd thnt thore was sufficient popul~t1on 

to w~rrnnt this extension. Arter ~ ~t~dy of this ~ttor app11cunt 

roachod the conclus1on thr.t tho district wos too sparsely settled 



to warrant the ope~at1on of additional equ1pment to make this ex­

tension, but stated that should 1t be tound after the rout a is es­

tablished that the operation could be performed 10 lesa t1me than 

the proposed schodules l it would be agroeable to extending the sor­

vice as tar east as possible without the nocessity or us1ng addi­

t10nal equip~ont. 

Southoast-Southwest Route 

In accordance with Ordinanco No. 1615 app11csnt agreed to 

ostpblish an experimental service into the southo~st and southwest 

sections ot tho city, 10 a manner to be detarmined by th1s Commis­

s ion. (1) 

It was tho conclusion of our eng1nocr that tho cest method 

at serving these two areas would be by me~ns of a singlo operation 

passing through t~c business area. Tho route suggested 1s shown on 

Exhib1t No. 6 and will hereinatter be described. The length of tho 

route 1s approx1m?toly 2.9 miles and tevolves mo1n 11ne grpde cross-

1r.Jgs of !'he Atchison, Topeka tl.nd Santa Po Ra.ilwp.y Compnny, tho 

Southern Pacif1c Compony, and The Western Pacific Ra1lroad Company. 

In add1tion to the ~1n lino l numerous spur tr~ck crossings nre 1n­

volvod. Duo to tho numerous safety stops required nt the v~rious 

grPde crossings, together with tho prob~ble blocking ot cro3s1ngs by 

tr~1ns, our ongineer roco~endod that th1rty minutes be prov1dod tor 

Q round trip schedule betweon these two sections. His tosttmony 

~lso shows that it is doubtful it tho southwest scction w1ll produce 

sufficient revonue to pny tho out-ot-pocket cost of prov1ding the 

(l) Request was recontly m~de by ~pp11e~t to this COmmission 
thpt n study ot those ~eQS 00 msde by our ongiDoors. A 
study of tho entire tran3port~tion needs of the City of 
Stockton, including the southeast and southwest soctions, 
w~s mndo by Ward Enll, Tr~nsport~t1on Engineer. 
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service, while on the other hand it i~ estimated that the southeast 

sect10n will attract sufficient traffic to meet such costs. 

It appears that this route should be authorized on an ex­

perimental basis tor a period of ninety days on a l2-hour daily 

schedule, from about 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and if it develops 

that it does not earn sufficient revenue to pay the out-of-pocket 

cost of providing the serVice, consideration should be given to its 

abandonment, 1n part or in whole. The results of a trial operation 

will supply the nocessary data upon which to base a future decision. 

It appears that the Q.uarterme.stor Department of the United States 

Army is soon to establish a repair depot in the vicinity of the Port 

of Stockton
l 

and it may be th~t when this depot is established some 

rearr~gemont of the southwest operation could be m~de to serve this 

depot. 

Studies made by tho eitYI app11c8nt, and tho Commission's 

engineer 1ndicato that 1n tho no~r future servico may be requirod to 

a fest growing section of the city west ot tho Colloge of the Pacific 

botweon Calaveras R1ver and S~ith Canal. Whcn that t1mo arrives 

applicant should be propared to oxtend service into that distriet. 

Also the territor, west of Vi~tcr1 Park, between BtOCktOD CnB:rmel 
and Smith Canal, 1s groWlng and~ 1r ~h1~ growth eont~uo~~ eon3idor-

at10n shoul~ bo givon to oxtonding oorv1co iDtc that soction. Our 

enginoor also invostigated the territory along Main Stroet e~st or 
tho city limits with n vicw to possible extension ot serv1co~ and it 

is his conclusion thet at thi~ time bus sorvice could not reasonably 

bo justified east ot Goldon Gate Avenuo. At tho presont time tho 

volume of the population 10 this terr1tor.r is comp~rat1vely small; 

howover l it may well be that with an increased populption, tran$­

portation service could be roasonably extended to the &nst. 

Objections were raised tc the route proposed by cur 
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engineer 1nto tho 30utheast sect1on. It waS contended that serv1ee 

should be extended some tour blocks southerly to Charter Way, or by 

forming a large loop around Amer1coo Street, Charter Way, Pilgr~ 

Street, Ophir Street, and Church Street. Either ot these sugges­

t10ns would require lengthening the line and would involve numerous 

ra1lroad grede crossings, which would present adverse operat1ng con ... 

d1tions 1n a sparsely settled nrea. 

It llpp08.rS-trom this record that the motor coach opera­

t10n proposed to replace the ex1sting street ear service w1ll pro­

vide a reasonable serv1ce to the traveling public of the City of 

Stockton and the dcvGloped territory ~ediately adjacent thereto. 

It is apparent that Stockton and the immediato surrounding territory 

is experienc1ng cons1derable eevelopment and tho sorv1ce should be 

extendod from ti=e to t1mc whenever pub11c convenience and necessity 

requ1re. If the proposed extons1ons in the outlying sections were 

med~ ~t tho present t1mo to~ tho purpose of developing these dis­

tricts, the rema1ning sorv1co would bo joopar1zed duo to the ~act 

that the revenues from this extendod operation would not~ from the 

roccrd~ moot tho increased out-of-pocket o~rating costs. 

W1th respect to the southwest and southeast soct1ons ot 

the e1ty, a trial service should be made and in the event 1t 1s Dot 

patron1zed to tho extent of paying the out-ot-pocket C03t of pro­

vidL~g the serv1co~ the Comm1ssion w1ll~ atter ninoty days, enter­

tain an applicatioD for its abandonment in whole or 1n part. 

The proposod occns1onal service to tho San Joaquin County 

Fa1rgrounds dur1ng times or special events should also be authcr-

1zed~ rund the follOwing order will so prov1de. 
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A public hear1ng having beeD held and the matter being 

I. 

That Stockton Electric RB1lroad Comp~ny is authorized to 

discont1nue all or its street car service 1n the City or Stockton 

and i~ed1ate surrounding territoryl and to remove its tracks and 

appurten~nces thereto, subject to the condition that said street 

car service 3hall be abandoned concurrently with and not before the 

establishment of motor coach service as hereinafter authorized. 

II. 

That a certificate of public convenience and necessity be 

and it is hereb1 gr~ted to Stockton Electric Railroad Company tor 

the operation of an automotive passenger stage service, as that term 

is defined in Section 2~ of the Public Utilities Act, for the trsns~ 

portation of passengers w1thin the City of Stockton and between the 

City of Stockton and adj~cent unincorporated territory~ subject, 

however, to the following conditions: 

(2} 

(4) 

Written acceptance of the certi!1cate herein granted 
shall be tiled within a poriod ot not to exe~ed thirty 
(30) days from the date hereor~ 

Said service shall co~ence within a period of not to 
exceed siX (6) montr~ from the effective date hereof, 
and ~pon not less thAn f1ve (5) days' notice to this 
Co~~ss1on and the public. 

Said service shall be placed in operat1on concurrently 
with the abandonment or street car serviee here1nbefore 
au thorizod. 

App11cant 1s author1zed to turn its motor veh1clos at 
term1ni or 1nter.oed1~tQ points either at the intersoct1on 
or the streots or by opor~t1ng around a block cont1guou3 
thereto 10 either direction, and to c~rry passengers as 
trntf1c regulat1on3 of the m~~1c1pa11ty may requ1ro • 
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Stockton Electr1c Ra1lroad Company, 1ts succ~ssors or 
assigns, may never claim before th1s Commission or any 
court or other public body a valuo tor the author1ty 
hereby granted 1n excess of the actual cost thereof. 

III. 

That Stockton Electr1c R211rond Company ~h9ll perform tho 

passengor zt~gc serv1ce author1zed under Sect10n II above, 1n com­

p11ance with the following sorv1ce regulst10ns: 

(1) Applicant sho.ll comply with the rules ot th.is Commis .. 
s1on's Gonor~l Order No. 79 and Pnrt IV of General Order 
No. 9,~A, by filing, in tr1plicato, nnd concurrently 
mnklng effoct1vG tar1ffs and t1mo scnGdules satisfactory 
to the Commisslon)w1th1n siXty (60) days from tho effec­
tivo date hereof, ~d upon not 103s than five (5) d~ys' 
notice to tho Comm1ssion nnd tho pub11c. 

(2) Subject to the nuthor1ty of this Comm1ss1on to chango 
or mod1fy such nt any time, Stockton Electr1c Railrond 
Company shnll conduct said passenger stago operation 
over end o.long the follOwing descr1bed routos: 

Route No.1. C~11fornin-Jnn Jo~gu1n tine 

Commencing at the 1ntersection of San Joaqu1n and 6th Streets; 
thence southerly on Sen Joaquin to 8th Street; thonce westorly 
on 8th Street to McKinley Avenuo; thence northerly on McKinley 
Avenue to 6th St~eet; thenco easterly on 6th Street to San 
Joaquin Streot; thenco northerly on San Joaquin Streot to ~,"::l1n 
Street; thence easterly on Mo1n Street to C~11forn1a Street; 
thence northerly on Cnli~orn1a Stroet to Pino Street; thence 
westorly on Pino Street to Sutter Stroot; thence northerly on 
Sutter Stroet to Alpino Avenue; thence westorly on Alp1ne Ave­
nue to Snn Jo~qu1n Streot; thonce southel"ly on Ssn Joaquin 
Street to Ellis Street; thence easterly on Ellis Stl"oot to 
Sutter Stroot, ~nd roturn over tho s~e route. 

Route No. 2 - Col1ege-M~in Line 

Commencing w1th ~ loop ~roUDd the blocks bounded by Ma1n 
Stroot, Golden Gate Aven~e, Anderson Street and Davis Avenue; 
thence westerly on Main Street to the limits of tho C1ty of 
Stockton; thence cont1nuing wostQr1y on Mn1n Stroot 1n tho 
City of Stockton to El Dorado Stroet; thence northerly on El 
Dor~do Street to ~mple Streot; thence westerly on MapLe Street 
to Pacific Avenue; thence northerly on Pacif1c Avenue to 
Central Avenue; thence westerly on Ccntrnl Avenue and North 
Contr~l Avonue to Kensington Wny; thence northerly on KenSing­
ton W~y to St~d1um Drive; thenco easterly on Stnd1um Drivo to 
Pac1f1c Avenue; thence southerly on Po.c1f1c Avenue to Monterey 
Avenue; thence wosterly on Monterey Ave~ue to KenSington Wo.Yi 
thence southerly on Kensington W~y to Centrnl Avenue; thence 
easterly on Central Avenue ~nd South Centr~l Avenue to p~c1ric 
Avenuo, nnd return ovor the s~e route. 
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Route No, 3 - Poplar tine 

Co~nc1ng at the intersection or Per~h1Dg Avenue and W1110w 
Street; thence westerly on Willow Street to Buena Vista Ave­
nue; thence southerly on Buena V1sta Avenue to Mount D1ablo 
Avenue; thence easterly on Mount Diablo Avenue and P1cardy 
Drive to Pershing Avenue; thence northerly on Pershing Avenue 
to Willow Street; thence ensterly on Willow Stroot to Yosem1te 
Street; thence southerly on Yosemite Street to Poplar Street; 
thence easterly on Poplar Street to El Dor~do Street; thence 
southerly on El Dorado Street to Wober Avonue; thence easterly 
on Weber Avenue to kcor1can Stroot; thonco southorly on Amar1· 
can Stroet to Main Stroet; thence westerly on Ma.in Stroet to 
El Dorado Stroet; thence northerly on El Dorado Street to 
Weber Avonue~ and return over tho a~e route. 

Route No. ~ - Oph1r Street L1ne 

Commoncing at tho 1ntor~oct1on o£ Harding W~y and Funston 
Stroet; thence westerly on Harding Way to Ophir Street; 
thence southerly on qph1r Street to Miner Avonuo; thence 
wostorly on !~er Avenuo to Grant Street; thence southerly 
on Grant Street to Weber Avenue; thenco wosterly on Weber 
Avenue to Amer1can Street; thenco southerly on kmor1cnn to 
Mc.1n Street; thenco wostorly on Mo.1:o Street to Cal1forn1c. 
Street; thonce northorly on Cnl1fornic Street to Webor Ave­
nue; thence eAsterly on Webor Avenue to American Streot~ and 
return ovor the aruma route. 

Southoast-Southwest Route: 

Commonc1Dg at tho southeast on ~ loop formed by Worth, 
Sierra Nevada~ Andorson~ and Ophir Streets, north on Ophir 
Stroot to Church Street, west on Church to Amorican Streot, 
north on Amer1cnn to Mnrkot Streot~ wost on Mnrkot to Lincoln 
Stroet, south on Lincoln to Worth Street~ onst on Worth to 
Monroe Stroot, south on Monroo to Jackson Stroot~ west on 
Jnckson to V~ Buron Stroot, and north on Vpn Buron to Worth 
Streot, ~nd return vic. tho s~o route. 

Occ~s1onnl Route (Fn1rgrounds) 

Running along P11gr~ Stroet ~d Chnrter Way betwoon M~in 
Stroet ~nd tho San Jo~qu1n County F~irgrounds. 

Tho Gffoct1vo dato of this order (10) days 

from tho date horeof. 

Dated ~t S~n Fr~c1sco, 19~ 1941. 
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