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Decision NOe __ --------

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF 

IN THE VJ..ATTER OF THE APPLICATION of ) 
VI. B. Mc LERAN , doing 'business as . ) 
M~LERAN TRA.L'l'SIT CO., for certificate ) 
of public convenience and neces~ity ) 
to ,operate as common carrier, a' school ) 
bus service located in the City of Los ) 
Angel~s and Los Angeles County, Cali- ) 
fornia, for the schools, namely: ) 
Cathedral Chapel School, located at ) 
8th and Cochran St. and Blessed ) 
Sacrament School, 6661 Sunset Blvd., ) 
Hollywood, California. ) 

BY THE CO~f1ISSION: 

o ? I N ION --_ ........ _-. 

Application No. 24383 

w. B. ~cLeran, doir~ business as McLeran Transit Co., 

seeks permission to establish passcng~r stage service as a common 

carrier for the transportation of school children to and from the 

Cathedral Chapel School and the Blessed Sacrament School in the 

city and county of Los Angeles during the school year period 

beginning each year on September l~ and ending the following 

June 15. 

The conditions relied upon by applicant as justification 

for the granting of the certificate of public convenience and 

necessity sought herein as set forth in the application may be 

summarized briefly as follows: 

During the past few years traff1c hazards 1n the city 

of Los Angeles have increased to a point where parents do not 

feel safe in perm1 tting their children to cross streets and boule· .. 

vards to walk to school. Some 75 per cent of the school children 

noVl carr1ed on school busses in the city of Los Angeles are 

between the ages of , and l~ years and are not competent to 
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undertake these haza~ds alonep For several years applicant has 

furnished from one to th:-ce 'bu'sses to the Cathedral Chapel School 

(located at 8th 'and Cochran Streets) and one bus to the-Bl.essed 

Sacrament School (located at 6661 Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood) 

under an arrangement whereby students of gralm:.a.r school age regis

ter for and use the applicant's bus service to said schools and 

the teachers collect a transportation ree at the end of each 

month based 'upon'a prorate of the actual '('!ost or service. In 

some instances the schools contribute a share of th~ cost for 

children who arc unable to pay_ 

The bus operation proposod by the applicant would start 

at 7:30 A.M. each school day, make some 30 or 40 stops at various 

street corners or addresses to pick up children, and arrive at 

the schools at 8:45 A.M. In the afternoon the children would be 

picked up at the schools and returned to their homes over the 

s~e route. The busses would travel at an estimated speed of 

approximately 15 miles per hour. 

The boundaries 'withln w!!ich th~ pro1'osed service would 

be conductQd, as dascribed' in the ~ppli~at1on, are as follows: 

CnthcgTal CranCl SchOOt to be s~rvcd by a bus 
operating w thin the boundaries of Melrose 
Avenue on the north, Western Avenue on the 
East~-P1co Boulevard on the south and Robert
son ~oulevard on the west. 

Ble§~ed Sacrament School to be served by a bus 
operating'with1n the boundaries or Frar~lin 
Boulevard on the north, Western Avenue on the 
East, ~clrose Avenue en tn~ sout~ and Robertson 
Boulevard on the w~st. 

Service to and rro~ the Cathedral Chapel School contemplates on~ 

morning schedule and three aft~rnoon schedules, while the Blessec 

Sacrament School would be servp.d by one morning and one afternoon 

schedule. 



The equipment sought to be operated by the applicant 

consists of standard school bus vchieles already owned by hi~ 

.. 

and more recently operated in transporting school children between 
( 1) 

Los Angeles and B1g Pines Camp. The proposed ~1n1~um fare 1s 

$3.50 per month per child based upon an average of two rides per 

day, f1ve days por week, on an average of 21 school days per 

month. Th1s fare would cover the cost of bus operation at 20 

cents per mile and ~eturn a minimum revenue of approximately 

$150 per month. The service cont~mp1ates transportation 

of the ch1ldren between, the nearest c~'rner adjacent to 

their places of resie.ence and the school each day. 

Attached to the application are letters addressed to 

the Commission from the a~~inistrative heads of the two schools 

in question urging that the application be grantee. in view of 

traffic hazards currently existing in the neighborhoods ~dj~cent 

to the schools. 

The Los Ang.;:los Railwa.y Corporation which now serves 

tho general public in the territory here involved has advised t!l(' 

COlD!!lission in wri t1ng the. tit htls no obj ection to the granting of 

the authority sought, ~rovided applicant restricts his service 

to carrying children actl:.::'.lly .1ttending the two designo.ted 

schools and th~t he further ~efrain from carrying adult passen

gers or o.dult students~ In r~spor~c to this suggestion appli-

cant has, 1nformed the COIlli':lission by letter tho:: the proposed 

restrictions are entirely cgrecable to him and that he does not 

intend to make h1s sr;!rvic0 competitive in any respect with the 
Jl 

(1) By Dec1s1on No. 343,9 of July 19, 1941 in Application No. 
24171, the applic~n~ ~~.S authorized to perform passenger 
stage service betiIP.Ul Los A.'"'lgeles, or:. the one hand, and Big 
Pines Camp (Los Ang~lez Co~~ty recreational area), on the 
other hand, primarily for th~ transportation of: schoo.l 
children. 
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existing service of the Los Angeles Railway Corpor~tion. 

From the statomcnts in the application together with 

mnttcrs dGscribed in exhibits attached th~reto, it appears thst 

public convenience and necessity require the establisr~cnt of 

the proposed school bus service to th~ two schools within the 

designated arens which~pe~r to encompass a subst~ntinl portion 

of Hollywood, Beverly Rills, nnd adjae~nt sections of Los Angelez 

Co~ty. Due to the r~ture of the service and the densely popu

lated are~ ~frcctcd, it is unnecessary to desig~te specific 

streets or routes over Which the operation should be conducted, 

Tho prol'osed servj.co w~J.J. perhaps 'be susceptible 'Of 

greater benefits to the public if spec1~1c routes ere omitted, 

and applicant is permitted to select the routes most adaptable. 

to efficient operation a~d convenient to the public. 

This does not appccr to 'be a matter in which a public 

hearing is necessary. No service of the eharc.cter here propc,~('d 

is being operated at the present time by any public carrier, nor 

vlill the service of street railways be competitively affected. 

M~reover, the Los Angeles Railw~y Corporation r~s advised the 

Commission that it has no objection to the granting of the author

ity sought. 

The Commission is of the opinion and finds that pub11: 

convenience and necessity justify and require the cstablishoent 

and operation by W. B. Mc~er~~ doing business as McLeran ~ransit 

Co., of a passenger stag& serv1ce f~r the transport~tion of 

school children to and from the Cathedral Chapel School located 

at 8th :l:l.d Cochran Streets" ,and the Blessed S:lcrament School lo

cated at 6661 Sunset Boul~~ard, Rol17Nood, in the city and county 

of Los Angeles during th~ school period each year begin.~~g ap

proximately September 10 and ending the follo .. ving June 15. The 

applic~tion ~i11 be granted. 



· . . .... .. .. . 

Based upon the foregoing opinion and the Commission's 

finding that public convenience and necessity so require, 

IT IS ORDERED that a certificate of public convenience 

and necess:A. ty be and it is hereby granted to ~J.T. B. McLeran, dOing 

businp.ss as McLp,ran Transit Co., authorizing him to operate as 3. 

passenger stage corporation, as that t@r~ is defined by S~ction 

2* of the Public Utilities Act, for the transportation of school 

children to and from the Cathedral Chapel School located at 8th 

and Cochran Streets, and the El~ssed Sacr~ent School locat~d 

at 6661 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood, in the City and County of 

Los Angeles, subject to the conditions he~einafter set forth. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that tp~. 3. Mct~ran, dOing business 

as McLeran Transit Co., in perforcing the school bus sp.rvice auth-

orized under th~ foregoing certi!icate, shall 

1. Conduct said operations within the follovdng bound
aries: 

(a) C.,. thedral Cha'Oel School '.7! thin the bound
aries of Melrose Avenue on the north, Western 
Avenue on the east, Pico Boulevard on the 
south and Robertson Boulevard on the west. 

(b) Blessed Sacrament School within the bound
aries of Franklin Avenue on thp. north, 
~estern Avenue on the east and Melrose 
Avenue on the south ar.d Robertson Boulp-vard 
on the west. 

2. Conduct said op~ration each year betw~en Septp.mber 10 
and June 15 of the ~ollowing year. 

3. Transport only school children attending the Cathedral 
Chapel School or Blessed Sacrament School. Applicant 
may not transport adult passengers nor adult students 
under th~ authori ty g:-~·.ntE"d herein. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDEP3D that W. B. McL~ran, doing business 

as Mct~ran Transit Co., sha.ll comply with the follo~~ir..g service 

l"egul~tions: 



· ...... 

(1) File a v~1tten acceptance of the certificate 
here1n granted ",1 thin a period of fifteen (15) 
days from the effective date of this order. 

(2) File within f1ve (,) days of the effective date 
of this ord~r and upon not less than one (1) day's 
notice to the Commission and the public, approp
riate time schedules and tariffs consistent with 
the schedules of s~rv1c~ and fares set forth in 
exhibits attached to the application and in a 
~ann~r satisfactory to the Commission. 

(3) CotlZ.~ence the a.uthorized service within ten (10) 
days from the effActive date of the order h~rein. 

(4) Compl~' v.rith and obsoerv~ G~nAra.1 Order No .. 93-A 
of th~ Como1ssion in tne op~~at1on of the fore
going service .. 

'.1:. B. McLfiran, doing 'business as McLc .. ran Transit Co., 

is hereby placed upon notice that the certificate of public con

venience and necessity hArein grantAd is subjp.ct to the condition 

that neith~r he nor his succ~ssors or aSSigns, ~y ever claim 

bero~e this Co~~ission or ~ny court or other public body, a value 

for the authority he~eby granted in Qxcess of the actual cost 

thereof. 

The effective eate of this order shall be the date 

hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, california, ~'is ~~~ day 

of September, 1941. 

~2 
/' COMMISSIONERS ~ 
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