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Decision No. __ ' .... ~_gJ~6""'1"".s..7.1..S'-,_· __ 

BEFORE-mE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF l'EESTATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of , 
TRONA RAI~V1AY COMPANY for c~rt1fica.tc ) 
of ;public convenience and necessity to , App11cation No .. 243,81, 
ope~ate a common carrier truck'serv1ce, ) 
as a common carrier, between Trona, ) 
California" and Searles"California. ) 

WILLIAM, GU'rERIE, , for Applicant., 

.,' , . 

CRAEMER, Commissioner-: 

o PI N 10 N 
, ........ ------

A public hearing was conducted in the above-entit.led' 
. , " 

'proceeding' at Trona, October 9" 19'41, ,at which time the matter 
. . . , 

was taken und.er s~bmi:sionand. 'is now ready 'tor decis1on~ 

In this proc~ed1ng., applicant Trona Railway Company 

:eeks a certif1cat~ to operate' a highway common carr1~r truekserv­

ic~ between Searlcs and Trona., a distance of thirty-one ;niles. , 

The greatc~ volume of the ~hipmonts will consist of les~-than-' 

, carload express and mail. ' 

l'he proposed service is t~ b~ opcrat~d in conjunction 

vnth applicantJ~ common carrier rail service b~tw~en S~arl~s 'and, 

'!rona.' Practically a.ll the business conductedovel" this 'line is 
. ' , 

carload shipments to and from'l'rona with two train movem~nts p'er 

day in eachdireet1on •. · The proposed plan of operat1onprov1des, 

that .carloa.d shipment: will continue to move', over the ,rail line 

'"1hile 'the' ::laller' shipments which ordinarily'req,uire exped1 ted 

movement' will be transported over the" truck line. The route 'or 
',-: 

the truek line is...,1a. the ~aved highway 'between, Searles and Trona.. ' 

which,due to topograph1c'cond1t1ons,;departssomewhat !ro:nthe 
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ra1l line." The terri tory between' Searles and Trona is an unde­

veloped desert area which offers little or no business to a eO:lmon 

carrier in :the way of transportation or' prop·erty.' The only point 
, ' 

intermediate to Searles and Trona" nOVI served by the 'Xrona Railway 

Company', is West End, located'about three m11essouthof Trona' .. 

The proposed truck line is to pass" through ,West End and Will, serve' 

that 'point. ' The majority of the property now transported'byTrona 
• , •• ,.. " , ,-,- .' __,',', I ". .. 

Railway Company is for the account,of the American Potash & Chemi-

cal: Corporation~ ,?arent company of applicant... Exc~pt for an'" " 

occasional shipment, the only other transportation on the railroad " 

izthat to and from a chemical plant located at West End., 

At Searles, the Trona Ra1lwa,y Co~pany connects with 

Southern Pa.cific ", Company f s Mo ja ve-Owenyo branch and its co-ordimW' 

Pacific Motor Trucking Company $,ervice. The proposed" truck service, 

is" designated to make a direct connection with, the Southern, 

Pacific service at Searles. This will permit of materially, 

reducing the 'time' of delivery o! :tes,s-than-carload: express and' ' 
" 

mail shipments to Trona. as compared with the presentra11 service. 

To 'carry out'this prop¢sedplan will neccssitatesome'rearrange-
. " , 

ment' of' thePac1fic Motor Trucking Company service 'in the S~arles 

area, which is under consideration by applicant and ?acif1c·Motor 
,"<, 

" , 
Trucking Company. Applicant propozesto operate' one round-tr1? 

per'day and will, have available two p1eces of~ truck. eqUipment,. :', 

With re3pect t.o rates, those nowapply1ng to, the trans-
. ..'. . 

portat1on of property on the rail l1neare to apply to,the pro-
, , 

posed truck operation. lhe::crates,for'the most part,ax-e- joint, 

rates with other car:,1ers since practically allsh1pments to and 
,,' ,', ,. " ' ",'" (1) 

from Trona involve movementzbeyond Searles. 

----------------------------_._" 
(1) • The )'jroposed'rates are" on file with' the 'Commission and are 

published,'by,Paci1'ie'Fre1ght Tariff "Bureau, :1 .. P.'Raynes, 
Agent for" Trona' Railway Company. 
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No -passengers are car.ried by the Trona. Railway Company-and 

applicant does not propoze to t'stablish pazsenger' service in con­

nection with the trucking oper~t1on.The Trona Railway Co~pany i:_ ' 

an interstate carrier, and appj~1c'ant proposes to secure-a cer­

tificate frot'. the Interstate Commerce Commission authorizing the· 
. . . . . 

proposed truck operation to ~ car-:-y interstate shipments .. " The 
. .... . ~ .' '. . . .' " ' 

reeord-shows.thatapp11cant is,f1nancially able to conduct the 

proposed -, truck opera t10n. 

There is no protestof·record to the granting of this -

application. 

This record shows tr~t the proposed truckline, with 
-, 

its flexible operation, wi11-~rovide a needed i:nprovement in the 

present-rail service and at' the same time will not' deprive the' ' 

public, of any' ex1st,ing" fr'e1ght service .. ', 

I find that the granting of'th1sapplication 1sin the 
, . 

public interest.-

The following order is recommended. 

OR D E'R ....... -'-"" 

Public hearing hav1ng been had in the above-entitled 

appl1cation,the COmmission noW''be:tng ,!ully advised ,,'- and it 'ha~ng .• 

been !ounda.$ a !'act that public convenience and necessity so 

requ1r~: 

, .~ 

IT IS· ORDERED that a certificate of public convenience 

andnec-ezsity be and, it is hereby grantod to Trona Railway Company, .. 

a corporation, for the. e::tab11shment and' operation of an, automotive, 

servic-e as' a highway common .·carr~er, as def1ned···1n- Section 2-3/4 . of 
~ 
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the Public Uti~1t1es Act, between Searles and Trona and inter-
., •• ". .' , ' I" 

mediate points, Via West End, subject to the condit1on: . 

Trona Railway Company, 1t~ ~ucceszors or ass1gns, . 
tlay never claim before thi: Commission,. ·crany 
court or other public body, a value for the 
author1 ty· hereby granted in eXcess· or the actual· 
cost thereof. 

IT IS FURTHER· ORDERED that, in the operat1onof the 

highway common carrier :.erv1ce pursuant to the.· foregoing cer-· 

t1f'1cate, the following$ervice regulations shall be'o'b~erved: 

1. Applicant shall file a written acceptance of 
the certificate herein grantee. within a.per1od 
of not to exceed thirty (30) days from the . 
effective date. hereof. 

2. Applicant shall cO::lply with· the rules of the 
Commission's General Order N.o. 80 and Part 'IV 
of·General Order No. 93-A by i'i11r.rg, in tripli-· 
cate, and concurrently making effect1ve tariff: 
and t1~e schedules sati~!actory to the Co~sz1on 
within sixty (60) days from the effective date 
hereof and. on not 1 es: than ten (10) days" notice 
to the Commission and the pub11c. 

3. Applicant shall conduct said highway common car­
rier :ervice over and along the following routes 
subj·ect to the author 1 ty of the Railroad Commission 
to er~ge or modify them at any time by further 
order: _ 

Via main highway between ter:nini. - . 

The foregoing opinion and order are.hereby approved and 

ordered. filed as· the opinion and order of the Railroad .. Commission. 

of the State of california.· 

day of 

The effe. C~Vj d~t. e of this order Sh~·ll 'b.e .. co date hereo:!'. 

lfated at \.If&t.JlMa <0Ul ,Calif . a, tis .:v~ 
C7~u,\ 1941. . . .'... -.... .. :: .. 
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