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DRIGINAL

BIFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Dooiéion‘Noowi“‘:‘

In the Matter of the Application of
Wil. H. JOENSON, doing bdbusiness as

JOENSON'S AUTO TRAVEL BUREAU, for

2 license authorizing him to engage )
in the business, or act in the capac-) Application No. 24191
ity of a motor carrier transportation)
agent.in the City of Los Angeles, )
County of Los Angeles, State of Cal- )
ifornia._- ' )

 P. W. TURCOTIE, for Applica.nt.

ORLA ST. CLAIR and ARTEVR H. CONVOLLY JR.,
- for Pass enger Carriers, Inc., Protestant.

TAMES GUNN, for Board of Public Utilities &
Tran,portation of the City of Los Angelea,
- Int erested Party.‘ ,

 BY THE COIMISSION: -

o QP I N I O N

This is an ap Lic ction for a licenee to engage in

bus iness as'a mooor carrier t“ansportation agent, as defined
.‘in the Notor Carrier Transportation Agent et (Chapter 390,
"atatutes 1933, as amenoed). Public hear;ng was held at. Los

‘ Angelos before axaminer NbGottigan on July 2. and August 19,
1941. N o |

Applicanx proposes to do business as suchwah agent
in the city of Los Angole {from an office located at 230 Ez
Sevenxh Street. He*e, so-called "casual motor car operators,
coﬁs ting of pe onu.leaving California on tripo by automobile

'to othor otates, may reg;stor, and applicant, acting as an

;1-‘o




| A.24191 - RIC )

' intermediary, wmll book pas engers for the return trip npon a
-"innncial arrangement agreed upon between the car owner: and
’vapp cant at the time of regintration.‘ He will receive com—
'pensation for tnrs servico both from the car owners, who will
PaY a fee at the time car ‘is regl tered and trom the passen-'
-:gern, vho will pay a fee to apnlicant for placing them in

| contact with thc car orners. Tne service rs to ve confined

' entirely to interstatc tran po*tation and applicant hns re-
‘.quested a licen e 5o limited. -

The bnszness which aporicant propoveo to conduct is |
that of a motor carrier trnnspo"tation agent wnthin the. meaning
'of the Acts;? This alone is innufficreno toljuntify the ifsuance
‘of a license. rhe Act provzdes tnat a lrcenqe shnll not be
"1ssued to an applicant when it appea.s that he is not a fit
‘and proper per on to hold the sare, or whcrc it appears that
the carrlers for whom he proposee to operate arc ‘not complying
or do not intend o comnly rith state laws or zcnernl ordere
| of tnc Railroac Commi ion ~wplicdole e tneir operationsE?>'
‘The Comnisoion mnst acco*uinglf deternine from.the record in
vthms proceeding whether aoplicant is qnali*ied,wuthin the nean-‘

ing of_the Act, to hold a license.‘

| The claos of carriers for whom thia nppl:cant intends
to act nre gene*a_ly desrgnnued as "casunl opcrator*" and oo ‘
" not require antnority from the Rail*oad Connis ion’ or the Inter-v
state Commerce CommiSEion. Before agreeing to act for a carrier,

_'applicant intcnds to checy very carefnlly in order to asenre

'(l) Section'z Mbtor Carrier Transportation Agent Act.i

’(2) Section 6 nbtor Carrier Transportation Agent Act.
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. himaelf thut the carrier ia a bona ride casual operator and not
2 rcgular passenger carrier operating in violation of federal
. law. Reasonab e prccautionc w’ll be ta?en to as ccrtain that |
the operator is a “esponsible citizen, and that nis vehicle is -
Cina safe condition to perform the proposed transportation,
| Records wall be kent of all t*ansactionn consummated and these

‘will, of course, bc open to- inapection by the Commis ion.

Applicant has haa cxperionce as a motor carrier trans-_
portation agent havinv operated a travel bureau withou* a .
license from September, 1939, to Jarch, 1941._ During a portion
~of this period he was’ in nartner hin wit h Jac? Castagna, but,
l‘upon becoming convinced tbat certain praotices of Castagnn |
were questionable, he immediatcly dizsolved this connection. _
’Sometine after tho aissoiution, Ca tagna was ar osted for vio-
j lation of the Mooor Carrier Tran portation Agent Act. However, ‘
| tbe acts of Castagna, committed after dissolntion of the part--
. nership, cannot be attribvted to applicant,, '

nvidence was prcsenoed concerninp tro complaints :
'received by the Board of Ptbl ¢ us ilities and Transportation
of tne citj ot'Los Angeles from persons for wbom applicant had
rranged transportation. In,view of the numerous transactions
‘fwhich mnst have ‘been consumnated dur*ng the period applicant
-was in bu iness, anch evidence cannot be considered as indic-y
ative of the manne in whicb tbe business was zenerally con--i
: dncted., In fact, applican*'s te nony tends to establish that |
‘.the business was operated Witn *easonable regard ior tae interests
of both pa sengers and car owners. *urthernore, tne motor car-
, riers represented were apparcntly lawiuily engaged in interstate

L ttransportation.;'




| A.20191 - RIC

Hﬁ‘ By engaging in business without a licenae between
| eep‘cember, 1939, and March, 1943., applicant was technically |
in violation of the thor Carrier Transportation Agcnt Act., .
However, the- opinion was gencrally held at that time that the
Act did not apply to interstate operations of the kind con-

‘V’j ‘ducted by applican \ )and therefore, 5o wilful inxenx to |
Ivlolate the law can be attributed to hin.- Immediately upon
-the Act being declared applicablc to irter tate transportation |
_bj the United °tates Supreme Courtg‘) he diecontinued such busi;a

‘ (ness.w'

Applicant is a veteran of tae'World War and nae,
resaded in uOS Angeles for the past seventeen yeara, Nhere he
haa been engaged in varioue buaineas enterpri°e S, inclnding

fi the theater, bcauty parlor, photograph and liquor buainesacs.

In.eummation, thc record cstabliohes that applicant”
‘iu a law-abiding res ident of LO° Angelc an exp ricnced busi-
ness man, and he seems prcparcd to act as a motor carrier trans- |
vportation agent under license in a Lawful manner, ,erving only
“,carrierf whose operations ars lawful. In view of this, we con-‘
.elude that ne is a fit and proper per on to receive a licenae
as a mot or carrier tran portation agent, and that the. motor 1'
'carriera whom he proposeo to reprcacnt will comply wi h 0tatc -
_ lawa or general ordera.of the Railroad Commi sion of the State
| f "alifornia applicable to the operations of . eald notor car-]
rier,._ Therefore, the licenoe will be granted. ' |

(3) See Mbror‘T'ar sit Co. et al v. Railroad CommiOFion (n ¢.5.D.
. Cal. 193 - F. Supp. 30.,

-'(4) _g%nl_ v. Ehggg:gg (April 28, 1941) 85 L Ed. advance opinaon
7 TR -
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A:motor carrier transportation agcnt‘license mayvbe
| revoked by the Commission when it appears that the ‘holder has
engaged in false advervising or false representation or has _
501d, offered for sale, or negotiated for sale, transportation '

by any. carrier operating without the proper authority or in
violation of state or federal laws or the %eneral orders,'_ules
and regulatlons of thc Railroad Commission. it will be the
‘policy of the Commi sion 1o revoke licenses with all possible |
‘dispatch when it appeara that ‘the holder is engaged in unlaw- .

ful or improper praetiees.‘

Applicant is cautioned to inform prospective pas sen-

- gers Jhat he exercises no control over the operation of the

venicle in which they are to ride dut merely acts as’ an. inter-'
fmediary o placc them in contact with tne owner, and to refrain -o
from ralse representations of any character what,oeVer, either'
| personally or by advertisement,, concerning the financial re-

A motor carrier transportation agent's license is .
‘-‘.personal to the holder.j Ee is not permitted to transfer or
| sign sueh license or to delegate his anthor‘ty to employees,*
£o do- so would constitutc . violation of the Aotor Carrier .

,Transportation Agent Act and stbject the license to revoca-

'j tion._.n

(5) Section 10, Motor Carrier Transportation Agent Act;f,

~(6)fse°fi°5i9;'m°t0r CarrierfTransportation'Agent:Act;”e




Applicant'" attention iz d$rocted to the p*oviqionu-
,of Section 1l of’ tne Act, and he i* admonishod ocrupulouuly to
comnly therew;th in every reupect by maming and keeping the rec--'

ords there ,pecified.

| Pub‘ic hearing having been had in the above-entxtled

'proceed;ng, eV¢de ce having deon *ece;ved, tho matter having been'

:Subm&tted, and the Commiss;on now bo;ﬁg fully adv ed in uhe p%emr
| '.ueu. | | o ) |
R . 1s msy ORDEKED tast Wi lia:n E.. J'ohn...on be and he
"Tis hereb licOﬁsed to engage in uh@ busine or act in the cap-“f I,‘

ac‘ty of a Notor Carrier Tr ansportation Agent, as defined in Chap—  !

ter 390 Statute of 1903, as amended, at the following locat;on,
'uo-wi t, No..zso t Seventh St“ect Loc Angeles, California,
,'sell, o*fe* ror eale, negotiato for, ’urn*,h, or providc tran~-
uorta ton to deutanationu oxtside the State of Californ;a only, _

.Lbject to thc condition, bowever, that he hall w;thin sixty
_ (60) day, f*om the date Hereo., prov;de ané file w;th thc Rail*oad'f
‘Commi ~io ‘8 3ood -nd sulfficien wurety voz & *n tho ‘sum of One
”houuand Dollar¢ (¢l,000) in: acco“dmnce with the proviaionu of
'__uect;on 8 of aid Aet and in form p*c*cribed or approved by the
Rail*oad Commiusion.,v | _
'”he 11ceﬁ~e horeby gﬁanued shall cxpiru on Decembe“t

: L, la41, subjecz el tne prov*sion for ren ewal presc*ibed or to
- be preacribed by thu Railroad Comm on- prov;ded, however, that -
this l;cenue Shull be ;nopur t;Vb and of no fo»ce or e‘fcct cariﬁbl
| ¢ny period when vhere unall nov Ve in. ef’ecv and on ’Ile w;th tha '
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Railroad Commiscion for id Willism E. Johnson a good ard Huf— 
"1cién '”u*ety bond iu accord,nce with t Re provis;on o..* 1d ec-
uion 8 of. said Act and tho rule ¢nd rosulations of the Railroad
|  Commi sion. I | o S
| 18 ‘HE?DBV‘ FURTEER OnDERBD that, 3p0n salé "iill.z.am
' Joh“uon, within *1xuy (60) dayo from the date bereof, f¢linp
‘ with uhe Comni 0101 a sa ety bond as he*oinabove P ovidcd, the
' Secretary of the nailroad Comnlssion bo and ho iq heroby guthor-
ized e d*rectea to fssue end eoliver to satd William H. Johnson |
- a certiricauo of thc ¢uuho*;ty grqnted Hcreby.-

Thi o*der sh l be effective upon the date be*oo..

Dated ”tgfﬂ) a”’*qbébﬂ/, California, t‘u.., 025/ |
dy of [\%w 1941. ' : L




