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Docision No. 34861

BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the application of THEE ATCEISCN,
TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY, a corporation
(hereinafter called Atchison Company) and Rallway
Express Agency, Incorporated, a corporaticn (here-
inafter called Express Agency), for authority to
discontinue their agency at South Pasadens, Call-
rornia, and to operate the samoe as & nNOR-agenly
tetlon.

Applicotion
No. 24207

et A et T S S

M. W. REED, for Applicant THE ATCHISON, TOPEK:A AND SANTA FE
RAILWAY COUPANY.

J. L. ELLIOTT and H. J. EENZY, for the Order of
Rellroad Telegraphers.

ANDREW O. PORTZR, for the City of South Pasadere,

BY TEE COMMISSION:
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Applicants, The Atchison, Topeka and Sants Fo Rallway
Compsny end Rallway Express Agency, Incorperated, heve requested
suthority to discontinue thelr agency at Scuth Pasadena Statlon,
Los Angeles County, and to operate the soxme as a non-agency
station.
At a public hearing held nt Soutk Pasadena on July 29,
1941, before Zxpwiner Malquist, the matter was submitted upon the
£iling of briefs, which have now beon received, and is now feady
for decision.
Trhe station of South Passdena i1s locsted on the msin line
of The Atchison, Topeka and Srnta Fo Railway Company, extending
from Los Angeles to Barstow., The nesrest agoney station 12 a
westerly direction 1s Los Angeles, a2 distance of T.3 miles, while
‘n on easterly dlrection is Pasadenz, a distance of 2 miles.
" Applicant, Rallway Express Agency, incorporated, did not
meke 8Sp apposrsnce at the henring and no evidence was Introduced
[ indicating the 3tatus of the compony in this proccoeding.
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Applicent, The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rellway
Company, hereinafter called the Atchison Company, contends that the
business transactod at the South Pasadena agency 1s smell as com-
pared to the expense of maintaining an agent thereat and that
public convenlence and necessity do not longer reasonabdbly require
an agent at South Pasadens. .

Prior to the filing of its application, the aAtchlson
Company filed notilice, in accordence with the provisions of the
Commission's General Crder No. 36-3, that it proposed to close
this agency on May 22, 1941, and thereafter to operate same as &
non-agency station. OSubseqguent to tho posting ol this notice 2
protest of such sction was f£iled in the name of the City of South
Pasadena, and & request mrde that the metter be set for heering
before this Commission.

At the herring Mayor Andrew O. Porter osppoered on behalfl
of tho Clty of South Pasadena and steted thsrt he now desired to
withdraw the protest previously filed and onter an appesrence in
the nome of the City as an intercsted poarty only. He further
strtod thet an wndorstending had doen reschod betwecen the City
and the Atchison Comprny wheredy, in the ovent closing of the
agoncy wes suthorized by this Commission, tho Atchison Company
would removo the old passenger statlon ond erect in Its plsco a
passonger sheltor with concroto pletform and esphelt walks. In
addition tho Atchison Compmy cgrocd to lesso to the City of South
Pasadona cortain property to be bozutificd by the City for park
purposos, and also agroed to contribute $900.00 to the City to bo
used for Insterllotlion of 2 sprinkler system, shrubbory, lswns,

(1)

o0tC.

(1) ZExhibit No. I is 2 lettoer adéressod to Mayor Porter from
M». E. E, YeCarty, Goneral Mmasgor, The Atchison, Topcka
rrd Sente Fo Rallwny Comprny, outlining and confirming an
understanding proviously agrcod upon.
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MQ?&! Péﬁtéﬁ furﬁker 3£aﬁé& that ke was not entirely

femiLllar with the domands or roquirements of shippers using the
facilities of the South Pasadena agency of the Atchison Company
anc therefore desired that they be given an opportunity to appear
at the hearing for this purpose.

The Atchison Company introduced ovidence at tho hearing
to the effect that during the period from Fedrusry 1, 1940, to
January 31, 19L1, a total of 81 carloeds of freignt had been re-
ceived at South Pasadena and one carload forwardold. During the
samo period 487 less-than-carload shipments had beon receivod and
210 shipments forwarded. A total of 127 passengor tlckets were
sold during the samo poriod.

A statemont of dbusiness hendled at South Pasadens agoney
during tho period from Janusry 1540 to June 1941, inclusive, is
surmarized in tho tadble to follow:

Poriod Coverad -~ January 1940 to Junc 19L1, imclusive

Ravenue Roecoivod:

rroight W0,977.57
Avorage por monmth 32,276.53

Passengor 8,261.50
Aversgo por month 158,99

Total Revenuo A5 ,239.L7
Averago pcr month $2,T35452

Carlend Froight:
Forwarded
Average per month C.l

Rocoivod
Avorage por month 6.5

Loss=than=-carlosd Froight:
Forwardod - Pounds
Avoragoe per month

Rocoived - Pounds
Averago por month
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Rovenue received by the Atchisen Company from Western
Urlon or Raillwey Express Agency was not Included In the statement,
although the latter was estimated to be $8.§5 per month.

Applicant produced testimony to show that the cost of
conducting the agency 2t South Pasadens consisted largely of pay-
roll exponse, averaging $212.00 per month, plus some additlonal
expenso for light and water.

The record discloses that 2t the present time less-than-
carload freight 41s provided store-toor pick-up and delivery sorvice
by comtract agreemont between applicant and a local trucking
company. Applicant ostimated thnt approxinmately 80 per cent of
the loss-than-carliosd shipmonts were accorded stors-door pick-up
and delivery sorvice, tho romeining 20 por cont being handled
directly by the agent at the South Pascdena frcight depot, Appli-
cant furthor showod thet some &ifficulty hod beon experionced in
securing 2 drayege concern in South Pasadena to properly hendle Its
pick-up and delivery lesgs~-than-carlosd shipments. Howover, In the
avont this application 1s favorably ceted upon, it proposed to
nandle such shipments through the Pasadena zgoney by omploying the
same drayage company that 4s now handling tho Pascdena shipmontsgz)

The rocord furthey discleoses that in the ¢vent this op-
plication is granted tho Atchison Company plans teo toke core of

loss-than=carload shipmonts not accorded store~-door pick-up or

(2) In rosponso to 2 question on ecross examination applicant
stated that th¢ presont arrangoment of providing pick-up
anéd dolivery service of less-than-carload shipmonts by =
local dreyogo concorn would be continued in offect until
arrangoments could be comploted to sequire the sorvices of
o drayage concern which would hove a permit to operatc inter-
city botweon South Pesadenz and Pasadona.
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delivery service dy storing them in the station freight warehouse
under lock. It was pointed out that a key to the freight warehouse
would be obtainable from the drayage concern handling the store-
door pick-up and delivery shipments and thet arrangements could be
completed to furnish a key to responsible shippers who might desire
to use the frelght warehousea.

It was steted by applicant thet no change 1s contomplated
in traln service ard thet passengers would be required to purchase
their tickets from the train conductor, without penalty, or make
arrengemonts in advance with the compeny ticket agencles locatod
6ither In Pasadona or Highland Parlit. Appllicant polnted out thet
legss-than~carlosd freight shipments outbound could either be
delivored diroctly to the conductor of the froight tralin or handled
by the plck-up and delivery drayage company.

Protestants to this epplication allege that South Pasa-
dona 1s o fast growing community and thet tho ¢ity should not de
doprivod of having & railroad cgeney; thoet the records of the
Atchison Compeny show thst tho agenecy 1s self-sustaining with ox-
penses less thon ten per cont of total revenue; thet the placing

or storlng of less-then~-carload freight shipments in tho station

froight warohouse would prove unsatisfactory; thet this arrcngoment

would not glve frelght shipments proper protection; and thet public

convonlonco and neccsalty requiro that an ageney be rotained.

Ono shipper having & substantlizl volume of froight
appenred o8 2 provestent and steted that his company hed proviously
soloctod a locetion for L1ts mspufacturing plont two and ono-helf
blocks from the South Pasadonz froight dopot. Ho strtod the site
wes choson for the convonience of its shipping deportmont 2nd thrt

tho company had now boon in its prosont locatlion for about ono yeor.
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A review of the record in this procecding indlcates that
the principal reason advanced by applicant, Atchison Compapy, for
the closing of thoe South Pasadona agency is operating convenlence
to tho company. Tho distance detwcon 1ts Pasadensz egency and the
South Pasadera agency is only two miles. Applicant contends that
1%t can provide a more satisfactory pick-up and delivery service of
less-than-carload freight shipzents to its patrons in South Pesa-
dena by employing the drsyoge concern now scrving its Pasedens
agency. Applicant furthor contonds that the corload business 1s
practically 2ll inbound and docs not cssontially require the ser-
vices of & locrl agont.

This Commuission hes previously stntod op numcrous oc~
caslons the principal foctors to be consideoroed in tho mattor of

(3)

an agoncy cbandonment. Suffico 1t to sry thet tho principal
fector 1s the usc of the ageney by the public »3 gonmorally indi-
cated by the volume of traffic hondloed, particulrrly the pessonger

anéd less=-than-carlord business.

It may well be that loss-thon-corload freight shipments

caen bo more sntlsfectorlly handled by tho Atehison Company through
i1ts Pasadena agency by arrangemont with the trucking company now
nondling 1ts Pasadens shipments. Eewover, it has not been shown
Ir this record that such an srrangomont can be completod at this
time or that the trucking company hns the required certificcotes
from this Commisslion for such intcr-city opcration. On tho other
hand the record discloses that the volume of troffic handlod

tharough the South Posadonc agoney shews o substantiel inerecse for

(3) Soe Doclsion No. L9 docided April 17, 191, in Application
No., 1027; Docision No. 22211, decidod Morch 18, 1930, in
Application No. 16219; =nd Decision No. 31633, decided
Jenuary 9, 1939, in Applicrtion No. 22040.
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the six months' period from January to June 1941 over the same
peried 4in 19h0.(h)
It appoars from this record that there 1s 2 public need
for an agency sorvice and that the principal roquiroment of the
Atchison Company at this time is tho selectlion of a drayage con-
coern to properly handloe the pick-up and Qolivery of loss-than-
carload froight shiprmonts through the Scuth Pasadena agencey. The
record horein clearly shows thet public convonilenco and nocessity

roquire the continued maintonanco by applicant of an agoney et

South Pasadena and that the application should be denled.

A public roaring having bocn hold, briofs having Yeen
filod, and the matter boing duly submitted
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED thnat said application is heroby

A summary modo of Exhidit Ne. 2 for tho first six months of
19L1 as compsred to thao first six months of 1SLO produces
the following:

Rovonuo Reecaivaed

Froight
Avorage por Month

Passenger
Avorage per Month

Total Rovenuo
Avorago por Month

Carload Froight Forwarded
" " Reccived

Less-than-Carload Froight
Forwarded - Pounds
Rocoived = "

6 Months 1941 6 Months 1QLO

$13,71L.00
2,285.

2,73&.00
1155467

316,1:8.00
2,741.33

1
36

27,531
28,593

10,0738
e I

2,379+9
%@
$13,327.33
2,221.22

0
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denied.

Dated at San Francisco, Califorria, this gg dey

of Deccuber, 1941.

P

’/ o
Cormissioners T




