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BEFORE THEZ RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THZ STATT OF CALIFCRNIA

In the matter of the application of May Butts,
doing busciness as William Butts Telephone Compeny,
for permission to sell and withdraw from the
telephone business, and William Butts to purchase
and acquire certain telephone property located in
the vicinity of Pinnacles, San Benito County,
California, and to assume the oblipation of render-
ing telephone service in the territory served under
the name of William Butts Telephone Company, and
for permission to adjust certain tariffs.

Application No. 24251

L A I e N L o

Thomas P. OtDomnell for Applicants.
HAVENNER, COMMISSIONER:
QRINIQ

In the preszent apnlicavion lay Butis, owner of a small telephene utility
in San Denito County, retuests authority to transfer her televhene nroperty to her
son William Butts, who desires to adjust certain tarififs upon acquiring the property.
The utility has been operated under the fictitious name and title of William Euits
Telephone Company, hereinafter sometimes tourmed the Zutts Company.

May Butts, widow of the deceased William Butts, desires to be relieved of
the operation of this telephone proverty on account of her advanced age, and her
son is capable of conducting the tusiness. No one has expressed any objéction to
the transfer of the property as proposed for the nominal mayment of one dollar

(51.00) from purchaser to seller.

A public hearing was held in this matter in Hollister on October 16, 194il.

The Railroad Commission had directed that a notice of the hearing should be publishe.
in a noewspaper with circulation in the commmity in which the patrons of the Rutts
Company reside, and that mailing notices should be sent to such patrons. Affidavite
of publication and of malling were filed with the Commission at the hearing.
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Emmett Graham, who manages the Butts Company systen, as a witness ex=
plained the tarlff adjustments which it was desired to have aunthorized.

In Bxhibit "D" attached to the applicatiorn are vroposed rules and regu-
lations governing the rendering and payment of bills, discentinuence of service,
and disputed bills. The proposed rules and regulations are simdlar to those gener-
ally effective throughout California, and no objection was made to them.

The William Butts Telephone Company has on file with the Commission rates
for tell telephone sorvice between its various tell points. These rates are based
upon the state-wide toll rate plan eof its comnecting company, The Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph Company, with which conmnection is made at the Hollister exchange. It
is proposed to ¢stablish Pinmnacles C.C.C. Camp, Pimnacles Lodge, and Pinnacles
National Monument as toll rate points in accordance with their locations on the

Pest Route Map. This will result in some five~cent increases and some five-cent

decreases as shown in Ixhibit "Er attached to the application. oxhibit "F" filed

with the application indicates that ro messages were transmitted over the toll routes
whose rates would be affected, for the six monthst weriod ending May 15, 1941. No-
objection was made to these changes.

For rany years the Butts Company has been furnishing service to privately-
owned farmer limes without charge except for toll messages. It is a recognized
practice for a‘telephone public utility to maxe a small yearly charge to the farmer
line memder for the availability of switching service beyond his own line. As the
Tarmer lines in the Butts Company territory are connected to the utility systen at
toll stations, the yearly charges should be made under a Toll Service-Station
Service schedule., The proposed schecule, set forth in Exhibit "C" attached to the
application, shows a yearly rate of three dollars ($3.00), which is the same as the
lowest rate for such service in Californis. The conditioms of service under Toll
Service-Station Service as proposed herein, and as in effect elsewhere in California,;
require that the owners of the line have an organization which conducts the business
of the line. All members who have telephones connected to the line must be Toll

Service-Station Service subscribers. If the utility dees not receive full payment
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for all service furnished to line members, the utility may deny service to the line
as a whole.

Representatives of the Bcar'Valley Telephone Company, a farmer line group,
at the hearing protested the granting of authority to the Butts Company to make
effective the proposed Toll Service-Station Service schedule which would require
all members of the farmer line group having telephones connected to the line to bde
subseribers to the utility service and to pay the charges for telephone service
under penalty of having service denied to the entire line. A decision in the ap-
plication was withheld in order to give the protestants time in which to get the
group organized. A letter has been received from the Bear Valley Telephone Company
withdrawing any objection to the application at this tize.

Since the matter was submitted, a letter was received by the Commission
from the Mulberry Telephone Company, a farmer line group, protesting the granting
of the application as the members of the group, although notified of the hearing,
did not appear and make an objection, claiming that the notice received was not
fully explanatory of the evidence which might be expected to be presented at the

hearing. It is of record that proper notices were sent to the mexbers of the

Mulberry Telephone Company group. The objection of this group is the same as that

rade and later withdrawn by the Bear Valleys Telephone Company greup.

I am of the opinion that this schedule with conditions, above discussed,
should be made effective with the other proposed schedules without discrimination
50 that revenues may be increased and service ixproved.

I submit the Hllowing form of Order:

May Butts, having made application vo sell the Willlam Butts Telephone

Company property to William Butts, and reguest having been made to adjust certain
tariffs, due notice having been given to telephore customers, a public hearing

having been held, and the matter having been submitted for decision,

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA hereby finds as a

fact that the tranz=fer of the William Butts Telephone Company property from
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May Butts 4o William Butts and the adjustment of tariffs as reguected is Justified,
therefore
IT IS HERERY ORDERZD that May Butts and William Butts be and they are

hereby authorized to execute, after the effective date hereof and prior to March

1, 1942, an agreement in, or substantially in, the same form as the agreement filed

in this proceeding ax Exhidit "2" attached to the application.

IT IS HERTBY FURTHER ORDERTD that within thirty (320) days after the
transfer of the properties herein authorized, said William Butts shall file with
the Commission a certified copy of the agrecment under which he acquired title to
saild properties.

IT IS HZIRZEY FURTHIR ORDIRSD that william Butts may {ile with the
Railroad Commission, in accordance with Genersal Order No. 68, not later than ten
(10) days immediately preceding thé transfer of said telephone properties the
tardffs shown in Exhibits "Cy "D" and "E" attached to the application.

For all other purposes the effective date of +his Order shall be twenty
(20) days from and after the date hereof.

The foregoing Opinion and Order ic hereby approved and ordeyed filed
ac the Opinion and Order of vhe Rallread Comrission of the Stame California.

Dated at San Francisce, California, this day of Décember, 1941.
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