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.. ~ ~88') Decision No ... J~ - (. .:> 

BEFORE TE:S: 'RAIL!".OAD co~r.aSS!O~~ OF T:~E STATE OF CAUFOP.l\o'"IA 

In the Matter of the Application of) 
R. G. ~~, as Trustee, to Sell and) 
Convey to Rock Creek Water District) 
the salt Springs Valley ~eservoir ) 
in Celaveras County, California, ) 
and Appurtenant Property.. ) 

A. L. CO"w',rell, for Applicant. 

virgil y. .. A1rola, for smile Pacheco. 

BY ~~ C01~SS!ON: 

OPINION 
--..-----~ 

In this proceeding, R. G. Y~nn, as Trustee for the former 

stockholders of The Calitornia CO~~aLy, engaged in the business or 
supplying water tor irrigation, mining and the watering of livestock 

'"'. 
in Calaveras and Stanislaus co~ties, asks the Reilroad Co~iss1on 

for authority to sell the Salt Spring Valley ~eservoir and certain 
a.ppurtenant. property t.o Roek Creek -:~et.o:- D1s'tr1ct, whlcll joins in the 

e:p:plication. ·;:i th the sale of tlle :3sid reservoir £Ind property 

connected therewith, R. G. Kann ?ro~oses to transfer such obligatio~s 

as he may have as 8 ?ublic utility ~ith respect to said pro?erties. 

A public hearing in t~is ~tter was held in San Andreas 

before Exemiller ~. ?. ~.:acKe.ll. 

The ~p~licant ~. C. Kenn is acting as trustee for the 

tormer stocy~olders o~ The Calitor~ia Com~any which tor e oonsiderebl~ 

n~ber of years lest past has operated a syste~ supplying water for 

agricultural irrigation ~urposes from Salt Spring Valley Reservoir. 

This reservoir is located on Rock Creek, some six miles, ~ore or 

less, east of Milton, Calaveras County, was originally built in 1857 
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for ~inins purposes, ane in its ~rese~t condition has an impounding 

capacity of 10,900 acre teet. Since tne decline of the early mininG 

activities in thic area ,rocticclly all''J8ter service has been used 

for asricultural irrigetio:l purposes, including stock water tor 

sb.ee:p" cattle and horses. Dur ins t!le :;cst 'tew year::; a considereble 

amount ot \..;ater has been sUi!pliec. tor 301d-dredsing oJ/erctions. 

For a core detailed history of this utili~~ and its oper~tions, see 

this Commissionv~ :;)ecisio!l :~o. 340S6, issued A'Pri1 8, 1941. 

Rocl( Creel: Water Distrlct is duly organized 8.nd exists 

under the provisions ot th.e C81i1'0=nia ~:;eter District Act. 

Voting under this tyre of ~'!ater District is in accordance 'with 

oW:J,ership and valuation ot: the lands wit=.in said District. The 

lands in this District ere ell in Stanisleus County, and are 

situa.te C.bout six ziles zout~l""estc=ly from Salt Sl,riDg Valley 

Reservoir, in Sectio~ 34 end 35 i~ T~~~ip 2 North, Re~e 10 
, , , 

:&1st, and in Sections 2,),10, 11 ~:n.cl 12 in Tov;nship 1 North, 

Range 10 East,. Mount Diable ~se and !~:eridie.n. EJ:!li'oit. No.3, 

tiled at the heari:lC i:. tlli:3 !Jl:'Oceedi:::.s, 3b.OV1S tr.e ownershi~ of 

lands ill the DiStrict to be as tollO-'/s: 

.Annie I,:oran 
Charles Bruce Orvis 
Cllar1es :3 .. R1~odes 
1~rguerite A. Rhodes 

Total 

511 Acres 
6,38 Acres 
320 Acres 
341 .keres 

1,810 Acres 

TJlese leJ:.ds wit::.i:l t!le District' s bound~ries include, in 

ge:lera 1, t:"ose areas O"r.led b~" t:J.e s.;: id p-:lrtles 'which na. ve been 

plc.nted to Ladino clover or ctb.er fore 30 crol's and ".'v·.b.icn. heretofore 

have been furnished ".',ith irri~ctio!! v,·~ter 'b~r the Utility under 

w-ritte::'l contracts anc. coo-prise the bulk ot Applicant'S service demand. 
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Exhibi t t'B" of the cl';>licetiol?- is a corn 0:C an a~l"ee!:lent 
.. . 

made ~ay 12, 1941, betwee~ R. G. Y~nn, as Trustee ro~ the for~er 

stoclcholders 01: The calif or~1e COtl,e.::'lY, and the Rock Creek ~later 

District wherein it is proposed to tr~r..sl'er to 'Che District, subject 

to the approval of the Railroad CozoissioI:, the Salt S,ring Valley 

Reservoir with wa.ter rights appertainine thereto end certai:c. 

property described in said cgree~~nt, including the North Eil1 

Ditch a:c.d the right of way theretor. The purchase p:::-ice is set . 
forth as thirty thousand dollars (~30,OOO), less cert6~ specified 

credits, which the District a.s:-ees to "YlY in i=.s'tellJ:lents, wi tl'lo'Ut 

interest. 

The otticials of t~e ~istrict agreed to continue the 

sup,ly of water to all ,resent consu::nelS and any others entitled to .. 

demand weter service tro~ present u~ility an~ at reasonable rates, 

rules and regulatiOns, and furtb,ernore expressed their • ... illingness 

to have the Railroad Co~sio~ establish the rates and charges 

end conditions of service 0= uny of them to all water users outside 

the District boundaries as ::'0';;: constituted. 

The Coc.mission v~s as:·:~d to establish rates and o:perating 

rules and regulations for service of 'ljle, tel" from ~nd through the 

North Rill Ditch. At prese~t there is but one regular consumer 

on this canal, Smile Pacheco; an occasio~.l user of stock water, 

Vlillerd :B. Tower; and the ~oosibility of s;>oradic deI:lBnd. 'by gold­

dredging operators. None o~ these classes or demand are large. 
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Charges, reaso~eb:r.e ,rovisio!'.. to: see,age end tra~sit :osses, ditch 

~aintenence and upkeep covering service through the !Jortc :ill Ditch 

should be placed upon 1'ai= ~d equitable bases as suggested in the 

Commission's Decision ·Ko. 34086, su?ra. 

All parties 'Present et the lleering whether landowners or 

water users within or without the District bOU:'J.de.:::1es were e.greeaole 

to the transfer of this utility :;>roperty to tne District. There \'18S 

no objection to suet. trer.sfer f=o=- eny otte:- SO\lXce.. It a,-"ee.rs, 

~n~r~r9ruJ uhau uuunOrlUJ uO 3ell JDould De grarteO. 

O ..., .. ..., p. 
' ., I "'I • ,~ .,J 'II 

A?p11cat1on os ent~tleG o~ove ~av1ne ~~en riled wit~ the 

~ailroad Commission~ a ,ublic hearin~ baving been held_thereon. the 

matter having beec duly submitted, and the Co~ission being now fully 

advised 1~ the pre:ises, 

IT !~ r~:~3Y O~J~~ thet ~. C. Kann, as Trustee for the 

:or~er stockholders of T~e Caliror~ie Co~pany, be e~d he is hereby 

authorized to sell and trans~er to Rock Creek v~ter District~ e 

district c.uly orga.cized end existing under the California ~/'eter 

District Act, the public utility ~at~r syste~ e~braeing the Salt 

~prins Yelley ~eservoir enc. certain :?!"o'::.lerty a.,??UI't~ne.nt t.hereto 

located in Calaveras Cour.ty i~ the State ot California end as ~ore 

particulerly described it. ::::r.~~1')it "D" attacted to the a~?lication 

herein, said transfer t.o be :r..ade s .... bstantially in accordance · .. -li'tll t:c.e 

terms and conc.i tions ot th.e azree::.ent tiled o.s ~xb.i'oi t. "E'1 of said 

application, said :Sxhibi t liD" end "!xhi'oit "Bit being hereby made a par'l 

at this Order by reference, subject to the following ter:lS and 

conditions: 

1. The authority herein 3rented shall a"ly only to such 
transfer as shall have been made on or before tte first 
day or A~ril, 1942, and a certified CQ?y of the final' 
instr~ent of conveyance ot th.e aforesaid proyerties 
shall be tiled "li tr. this Co=dss1on by R. Co .. Ka!ln ~'i thin 
thirty (,O) days atter the executioc and delivery or 
said conveyance. 
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2. Wi thin tet:. (10) days after the de. te or. \'Jnich se.id 
R. G. Kann act.ually ::-elinq\.4ishes control and 
possession of the property herein authorized to be 
transferred, he shell tile 'Hith this Commission 
a certified state~ent i~dicating the date upon 
which such control and ~ossess1on were r~linquished. 

IT IS F~~E3Y ?JO'E~~;~ O~D~~ that upon due co~~liance with 

the above terms and cO:lditions saie. R. C. Kann, as Trustee tor the 

tormer stockholders or The Ca11for~ia Ccmpany, sball thereupon and 

tcereby stand relieved of all further public utility obligations and 

liabilities in connection with the Salt Spri~g velley ~eservoir ane 

the appurtenant properties herein authorized to be transferred. 

For all other purposes tee effective date of this Order 

stall be twenty (20) d]YS from and at~er tne 

Dated at~ ... uc:a·;jl, California, 

~~~ J 1941. 
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