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Dec1sion No. ":'~:0~ c. 
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BEFORE THE RAIIROAD Cm~:!SSIOI:r OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter ot the Application ot: ) 
WII.MI1JGTON T?.ANSPORTATION CO~~J.mr, ) 
a corporation, tor an order author- ) 
1z1ng the resunption ot certain ) Apnlicat10n No. 24757. 
servioe tor the trans~rtation ot ) 
passeegers 'by vessel between Wi~ing- ) 
ton and Avalon at increased fares. ) 

E'!' THE C01laSSION': 

The Wi~~i~gton Transoortatlon Co~~any tiled the above 

ent1t19d ap~11cat1on, seekins ~n o~der ot this COnQission authoriz-

ine the rest~ption of certain service tor th~ tre~sport~tion ot 

passengers by vessel 'between W11:lillgton and Avalon !:lIl.d. :'or authority 

to 1ncrease its one-way and ro~d t.:-ip ft..res, as well as its special 

party tares. 

Applicant, since 1884, hus bBe~ engaged in the operation 

of vessels tor the transportatio~ o~ persons ~nd freight between 

W1ln1ngton, Port ot Los Angel~s, los ~~~eles County, and Port of 

Avalon, santa Catalina Island, los P.!lgeles County. By DeciSion 

No. 30478, dated Janua~f' ), 1938, applicant was authorized to 

establish the following t~res: 

One-way fare • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $2.00 
Round trip tare • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $).50 
Spec1al parties (30 to 99 adults), 

Round trip fare. • • • • • • • • .. . ,. . $).00 

Special ,art1as (100 or ~ore adults), 
Round tr1p fare. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $2.50 

Said :fares w~rp. placed in effect Februa.ry 1, 1938, and 

have re~ained in etfect subse~ue~t to that date. 
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On December 24, 1941, all passenger service between Wil. 

m1ngton and Avalon was suspended by applicant in the interest or 

National Defense. No passenger service has been rendered between 

these points sinoe that date. Daily (except SUnday) service has 

been rendered by tugs, barges and water taxis tor the transporta­

tion or United States ~a11, perishables and treight. Applicant 

alleges that the discontinuance ot steacship service has created 

severe hardship upon the citizens a~d reSidents ot the City or 

Avalon, who depend upon such service tor travel between Avalon and 

the mainland. Since December 24, 1941. oond1tions have so~ewhat 

improved, which applicant believes will p~r.mit the re~umption ot 

steamship service between Avalon and the nainland. 

Applicant now proposes to institute a service, consisting 

of one round trip daily, between Wi~ington and Avalon via the 

stea~ship wCacril10,w tor the transportation or passengers. This 

steamShip has a present capacity of 250 passen~ers but this capacity 

\~ll be increased to 500 on or about May 15, 1942. Applicant 

alleges that the steacship "Cabr111o," which is smaller and more 

economical to operate than either tho "Avalon" or the "Cata11na," 

is large enough to c~fortably aceo~odate allot the tratt1c anti­

cipated; and that the ult1cat~ disposition ot the "Avalon" and the 

MCatalinaw tor National De~ense purnoses is problematical. Appli­

cant estimates that the nor.cal monthly (30-day) cash cost or oper­

ating the "Cabrillo" between Avalon and Wi~1ngton has been approxi­

mately $10,000 and, under present conditions, this cost would be 

increased to approx~tely $l6,000, due to the tact that war risk 

insuranoe at high rates will be required for passengers and member8 

or the crew, as well as hull war risk insurance on the ship •. Appli­

cant also antioipates that torty per cent bonus wages will be paid 
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to the crew in accordance with Ua~it1I:le War Emergency Board Deei-

sion No. 2 of January 10, 1942. 

Applicant pro~oses the tollowing fares: 

One-way tare • • • • • .. • .. .. • .. .. .. • • • • $2.47 

Round trip fare • • • • • • • • .. .. . 
Special parties (30 to 99 ~dults). 

Round trip fhre ••• .. .. , .. • • • 

Special parties (100 or ~ore adults), 
Round trip tare ...... • .. • • .. .. 

.. .. . .. 

.. .. • • $3.76 

• • • • $3.09 

The proposed fares are indicated in odd cents so that such 

tares? plus the rive per cent ?eder~l trans~ortation,tax, will make 

the fare end in "0" or "5." Applicar.t does not pro~ose any 1ncrease 

in its comnutation tickets or in 1ts present freight rates. 

In support of this applic~tion, applicant avers that the 

citizens and res1de~ts of Av~lon who will patronize the res~ed 

service'and the ~ount ot freisnt which will be carried are in­

sutficient to defray the operating cost of such service; however, 

it is beli~ved that additional passen~er traffic can be developed 

at the increased fares to at lea~t detra~ the cost ot operation. 

On or about !ebrJary 21, 1942, the Cnicago National League Baseball 

Club will arrive in Avalon for a stay of approxi~~tely tour weeks 

of spring tra1ning, which no doubt will attract many baseball fans 

to Avalon, and the result~nt publicity \iLl1 again acquaint the pub­

lic \v1th the tact that service to.and from Catalina has been resumed. 

The armed forces noW' located at Santa Catalina Island. in connection 

with National Defense activities. no doubt will utilize the passen­

ger service between Catalina and Wilmington. 

The Cornmission t by its Emergency Resolution No. EM-T-5, 
d~ted January 20, ~942, nne provided ~tbn~ whenever any cocmon car-

rier by vessel shall find neeess~r,y t6Cporari~y to ourtail or dis-

continue service because of the l~\~l orders or requireoents of 
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any constituted public authority and because ot conditions arising 

fro~ the present war emergency. such cocmon carrier by vessel is 

hereby authorized to curtail or discontinue its service or schedules 

without prior notice or change oade in its time schedules, as re­

quired by existtng General Order No. S7.ft 

Applicant needs no specific authority to reestablish the 

service which was suspended du~ to the National emergency. 

After a careful review of the tacts presented in the 

ap~lication. together with an investigation by the Commission's 

staff, it is concluded that the increase in rates proposed should be 

authorized for the duration of the Nat10nal emergency. with the 

understanding the. t ap:pli.c~nt will, prior to or 1L.u:led1ataly atter the 

tt~:m1nation of such etl.ergency. restore th~ rates to the prt:lsent 

level. It does not appear that this is a ~atter in which a public 

hearing is necessary. 

o RD E R -- - - ..... 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED tho.t VlilJilington Transportation COlil­

pany be and it is hereby authorized to increase its one-way, 70und 

trip and party rates between i'lilrllington and Avalon as tollows: 

One-way fare • • .. . .. .. .. ':" ~. . .. . .. . . .. $2.47 

Round trip tare • • 6. • • • • • • • • • • • $4.28 

Special ~art1es (30 to 99 adults), . 
Round trip rare ...... .. • • .. • • • • • $).76 

Special pa~t1es (100 or more adults). 
Round trip tare ....... .. • .. .. • • • • $).09 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Wi~ngton Transportation 

Company be and it is hereby authorized to publish and tile the 1n­

creases authorized herein on not less thbn one (l) day's notice to 
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the Co~~icsion and the public. 

The authority he~ei~ gre~ted shall be void unless the 

rates and char~es are published ~~d ~iled and ~ade effective 

within not ~ore than sixty (60) dayc fron the effective date· hereof. 

The effective dat~ of this Order shnll be the date 

he!'cof .. 

Dated tit san Fro.:lcisco, C~lifornia, this /a~ day 

of February, 1942. 

Commissi"oners. 


