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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COIITISSION OF THE STATE OF CALITORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
WILMINGTON TRANSPORTATION COMPANY, )
a corporation, for arn order author- )
{2ing the resunption of certain ) Apolication No. 24757.
service for the transportation of )
pasgsengers by vessel between Wilming- )
von and Avalon &t ilncreased fares. )

BV THE COMMISSION:

The Wilnington Transvortation Conmpany filed the adove
entitled application, seeking wn order of this Commission authoriz-
{ing the resumption of certain service for the traasvortation of
passengers by vessel between Wilmington and Avalon and for authority
to increase its one-way and round trip fores, as well as its special
rarty fares.

Applicant, since 1884, has been engaged in the operation
6f vessels for the transportatlion o persons and freight between
Wilzington, Port ol Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, and Port of
Avalon, Sante Cataline Island, Los Angeles County. By Decision
No. 30478, dated January 3, 1938, applicant was authorized %o
establish the following fares:

ORe~Way FETC « o o o o o 2 o « o o o o o « « » $2.00

Round tXip £aXT€ & ¢ 4 ¢ 4 o o o o o = o o « » $3.50

Special parties (30 to 99 adults),
Round oTip TATC. o o « « o « o o « o = . $3.00

Special narties (100 or more adults),
Round trip r&re. - - - - L] » L ] - L] L ] [ ] > L] -» $2. 50

Seid fares were placed in effect February 1, 1938, and

have remained in effect sudbsequeant to thet date.
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On December 24, 194, all passenger service between Wil~
mlngton and Avalon was suspended by applicant in the interest of
Natlonal Defense. No pagsenger service has been rendered between
these points since that date. Dally (except Sunday) service has
been rendered by tugs, barges and water taxis for the transporta-
tion of United Stetes mail, perishables and freight, Applicant
alleges that the discontinuance of steamship service has ecreated
severe hardship upon the cltizens and residents of the City of
Avalon, who depend upon such service for travel between Avalon and
the mainlend. Since December 24, 1941, conditions have somewhat
improved, which applicant believes will permit the resumption of
steanship service bYetween Avalon and the mainland.

Applicant now proposes to institute a service, consisting‘
of one round trip daily, betweez Wilnmingtor and Avalon via the
steamship "Cabrillo,™ for the transportation of passengers. This
steamship has a present capacity of 250 passenzers but this capacity
will be increased to 500 on or about May 15, 1942. Applicant
alleges that the steamship "Cabrillo,” which is smaller and more
econonical to operate tﬁan either the "Avalon" or the "Cataline,”
is large enough to comfortably accormodate all of the traffic anti-
clpated; and that the ultimate disposition of the "Avalon™ and the
“Catallina™ for Nationel Defense purnoses is prodblematical. Applie-
cant estimates that the normal monthly (30-day) cash cost of oper-
ating the "Cadrillo” between Avalon and Wilnington has been approxi-
mately $1.0,000 and, under present conditions, this cost would be
increased to approximately $16,000, due to the fact that war risk
insurance at high rates will be required for passengers and members
of the crew, as well as hull war risk insurance on the ship. Appli-

cant also anticipates that forty ver cent bonus wages will be paid
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to the erew in accordance withk Maritime Wer Emergency Board Decl-
sion No. 2 of January 10, 1942,
Applicant provoses the following fares:
One-way f8re o o o « ¢ 2 o o o s o » o $2.47
Round tTip £8X6 4 o o o o = o o ¢ o o $4.28

Special parties (30 to 99 adults),
Round trip Tare o+ o« o o o ¢ o o o o $3.76

Special parties (100 or more adults),

Round %rip 1are .+ o o o o o « o o « 33.09

The proposed fares are indicated in odd cents so that such
fares, plus the five per cent Federzl transportation tax, will make
the fare end in ™0™ or "5, Apnlicant does not propose any increase
in its comnutation tickets or in its present freight rates.

In support of this application, applicant averx that the
citizens end residents of Avalon who will patronize the resuned
service and the amount of Ifreight whicn will be carried are in-
sufflcient to defray the operating cost of such service; however,
it I1s belleved that additional passenger traffic can be developed
at the Increased fares to at least defray the cost of operation.

On or about February 21, 1942, the Chicago National League Baseball
Club will arrive in Avalor for a stay of approximately four weeks

of spring training, which no doudt will attiract many basedball fans
to Avalon, and the resultant publicity will again acquaint the pub-

lic with the fact that service to.and from Catalina has been reéumed.

The armed forces now located at Santa Catalina Island, in connectlion

with Netlonal Defense activities, no doudt will utilize the pasgsen-
ger service between Catalina and Wilmington,

The Cormission, by its Emergeney Resolution No. MM-T-5,
dated January 20, 1942, has provided “that whenever any COImOR Car-
rier by vessel shall find necessary temporarily to curtail or dis-
continue service because of the luawful orders or requirements of
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any constituted pubdblic authority and because of conditions arising
{rom the present war emergency, Such common carrier by vessel is

hereby authorized to curtail or discontinue its gservice or schedules

without prior notice or change nade in its time schedules, as re-

quired by existing Ceneral Order No. 87."

Applicant needs no specific authority to reestablish the
service which was suspended due to the National emergency.

After o careful review of the facts presented in the
apolication, together with an investigation by the Commission's
staff, it is concluded that the increase in rates proposed should de
authorized for the duration of the National emergency, with the
understanding that applicant will, prior to or immediately afier the
termination of such emergency, restore the rates to the present
1evel. It does not appear that this is a matter in which a pudblic

hearinz 1s necessary.
ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED thot Wilmington Transportation Con-
pany be and it is heredy suthorized to increase its one-way, round
trip and party rates between Wilmington and Avalon as follows:

OBE~WBY TG o« o o o = o e .0 o o o o o o » $2.47

RouDd TTIP TATE o o « o o o o o o « o = « » $4o28

Specisl varties (30 to 99 adults),
Round trip A€ « o o o o o o o o o o $3.76

Special parties (100 or more adults),
Round trip £8T8 o o « o & « o o o o & $3.09
I7 IS HEREBY FURTESR ORDERED thet Wilmington Tramsportation
Company be and it is heredby autborized to publish and file the in~

creases authorized herein on not less than one (1) day's motice to




the Commiccion and tke pudlic.
The authority herein grented shall be void unless the
rates and charges are published and Tiled arnd nacde effective
within not more than sixtv (60) davs from the effective date hereol.
The effective dute of this Order shall be the date
he;epf.

Dated at San Fruacisco, California, this szdi. day

of Fedbruary, 1l94i2.
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Cormissioners. .




