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Decision No. _..:I3..&5w.;..o02~7:..-_ 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD CO]oo:SSION OF 'l'HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

!n the Matter of the Investigation on the ) 
Como1ssion~s own mot10n into the reasonable- ) 
ness of proposed minimum clearances on rail- ) 
roads and street railroads w1th reference to ) Case No. 2290 
side structures, overhead structures, parallel) 
tracks and crossings of railroads, street ) 
railroads, streets and public highways. ) 

BY THE COM1USSION: 

Union Pacific Ra1lroa~ Company on January 27, 1942 

f1led written re~ues~ seeking a tlodi.ficat1on of the Comcissiont's 

order of its Decision No. 33707, dated December 4, 1940, which 

author1zes this carrier to move ca~s over its main line railroad 

only, between the California-Nevada Line and North Long Beach via 

Los Angeles, having a height or 16' 3" above the top of the rail 
(1) 

under certain conditions. In the instant request, authority is 
(2) 

sought to r~vise condit10n (3) of said Decision No. 33707 and 

also to authorize this carrier to move excess height cars over 

its entire Systec in California, as well as a blanket order to 

move such cars over the 11~es of connecting carriers. 

(1) Max1mum h~ight of l"l!.il cars u.nder General Order 26-C 1s 15' 1" 
above top of rail and a width or 10' 8H

• 

(2) "(3) Tell-tales shall be established at all locations where 
overhe~d structures are located with less th~n 23' 
vertic~l clearance and suspended vnres h~ving a h~ight 
of less than 25 f above the top of rail." 

This condition was revised by the t~rms of the' Commissionfs 
order in D~cision No. 33792, dated J~nuary 3, 1941, to exempt 
the carrier froo maintaining tell-t~l~s over its tr~cks at 
the Vernon Avenue viaduct in San Bern~rd1no ~nd the vi~duct 
~t First Street in Barstow. 
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As a justification for this request, applicant alleges 

that: : 

"At the time this supplemental order was requested, 
it was in connection with the movement of airplane 
wings and accessories from Detroit, M1chigan, to North 
Long Beach, California, and the order was sufficient 
for such movements. However, recently we have learned 
that we will be obliged to :nove these cars carrying 
such commodities to other points in the state, and I 
would very much appreciate it if the orders above 
referred to ~ght be modified to permit the movements 
of these cars over any of our trackage or the trackage 
of our connecting lines in California." 

" ••• would apprecia.te it if condition (3) be 
eliminated, since it is very difficult to determine 
just where these cars will be moved in sufficient time 
to erect tell-tales, and, too, the movements ~y be so 
infrequent to any p~rticu1ar location as not to warrant 
the necessity for the'construction of such tell-tales. 
I understand that the first movement to locations other 
than North Long Beach is expected early in February, 
and I would very much appreciate it if action on this 
requezt .l:tight be expedited. 1I 

It appears that, due to the fact the move~ent involved 

is in connection with the National Defense operatiOns and is 

restricted to the e~ergency period, the application should be 

granted, in part, VIi thout the necessity of a public hea.ring, 

provided suitable restrictions are imposed to safeguard the train

men employed in this service. Accordingly, the follo~ing order 

will so provide. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED t~a t the ordering paragraph..in said 
-<'~.-'".-"'''---- ... "-.. 

Decision No., 33707 is amend_cd 'to read as follows: - ... ..-~ . 

lilT IS HEREBY ORDmu:.." that the Union' Pacific Rail
road Company is authorized to equip not to exceed 100 
freight cars and operate same in either direction over 
its tracks in the State of California having a height 
from top of rail to top of rur..ning board not to 'exceed~, 
16' 3"; also to opt:lrat~ cars deliverp.d. to it by con- ~ 
necting carr1erz over its system, having a height from 
top of rail to top of ~unr~ng board not to exceed 16 f 

3", all subject to th~ following conditions: 
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(1) The use of these cars shall be restricted to 
the transportation of airplane e~uipment and 
accessories. The cars shall be used only 
during the present national defense program. 

(2) The cars shall be st~nci1ed on all four corn~rs 
approximately 5" above the top of rail with 
yellow letters 3" high, reading as follows: 

( 4.) 

"THIS CAR EXCESS EZIGHT 16 t 
3 tI nIGH ABOVE TOP OF RAIL" 

~ben any train containing cars of excess h&ight, 
li:nit 16' 3", is operated, such cars of excess 
height shall be blocked in a single unit; and, 
if the total nuober of cars in the tra1n per
mits, such cars of excess height shall be so 
locatp.d in the train as to be at least five 
cars distant from eithp.r the caboose or the 
engine. 

The cr~ of all trains containing cars of 
excess height, the operation of which is auth
orized herein, shall be furnished a Form 19 
train ~rder advising that the consist of the 
train includes cars of excess height and spec
ifying r.ucber ther~of, and advising that no 
member of train crew is required to ride on 
top of any such cars whil~ train is ~oving 
through passing tracks or over main line 
between stations." 

IT IS }~REBY FURTHER ORDERED that request to operate 

excess height cars over connecting carri~rsr lines is hereby 

denied without prejudice. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date 

hereof. 

Dated at San FranciSCO, California, this 
~ 

I) day 

or February, 1942. 


