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I dissent. 

Thcintroduct1on'of one man operation o£ :treet car: into the 
, '. . ' 

transportation zystem ot Los Angelez,' as el~ewhere~ was o~ina1ly canc-

tioncd ~s an economy me~~ure, do~igncd to r¢duee operating oxpence~at a 

time when tho carrier'::; rCVC:'luez were represented. to be dimjn~shing to 3. 

point where operating d.e£ieits ncec:~itated a curtailment ot labor co~to. 

Not~~thstAn~~g the,:howing of fi~~cial distrcss made by the streetca: 

company, the ,people of Los A.~gele=, at a referendum election on an ordi-

~~ce requiring two ~~ operation, voted overwhelmingly again=t the on~- ' 

man car. At ~ election held in San Fra.~cizco on tho =~o ~uestion the 

NO, vote 'vIaS ,even more emphatic." 
" , 

Previo~ly the R3.ilroad Commission, apparontlyconV'inecdthat ' 

the Comp~~y ~ in urgcnt'n~cd. of'!~~cial relief, had. authorized. one 

~n o?er~tion of ca:o on certain specified routes ot the Lo~ Angelos Rail-

way Company. A!ter the voters ot the City approved the ordinance'prohibiting 

one-nlrln CDorO and providing :::~ere pcnaltio3 !~r their oper~tion,the' Rail~ 

wny Coml'.:l.~y returned to t\'to-tlan operation pendi.."'l.g the recw.t of a cou..."'"t. ' 

't.ost of the validity ot tha:t..orGi."l.3..~cc. The COU.-t3· !i.."'l.llly held that the 

authority of . the R.c.il:'oad Comm:i.ccion ... ,':loS paramount,· 3..."ld tha.t the at::.c.:tpt 

of the City of Loz A.~gelcs to over-:oici.c that J.uthority by onactment of a. 
.. , 

loc::U. ordi."latlCc was u.~const.i tutional.. Thereupon the lo~ A.."l(;cle::: R.o.ilway . . , ~''', ,. 

Compa.~ rcsUmedone ~ operation:::: on the linec ~peci!ied' in the R.J.Uroad 

Commisziont : decision. Tho:e operations are now in effect.. 

But the re:::ult of the election in Lo~ ~~ele3 dccon::;tratcd eon-

clusively that ?ublie ::::cntiment in tha.t city was strongly opposed. to, on/!:

mn opera.tion of ::::t:oect car~; and. I do not believe tha.t it is pro~,:::.:· 

!or the Commi::::sion to authorize an extension of one man ~crvicc to other 

lineso:f the Rail~~yCO~l'anjIS ~ystem without holding a hearing at which 

the public ~y have a.~ oppo:tunity to expre:s itselr~ Fu:thermorethe 10:::: 
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Angeles Rail .... ':I.y Co:np3.ny' ha3 ma.de no sho"""':...ng· in support of the in:tant 

'. application that any c~ltica1 emcrge~cy in its financial affairz exi~t:: at 

the present ti:'O.e. On the contra....~ it iz a matte: of general knowlc<ige that' 

since the outo:-eako! the wa.r the t:end of. street ra.ilway :-evenuez hAo been: 

upward, ~d ~here is rea.zon to believe that this trend will continue as 

long ~theprc~ent emergency exi~ts.. It must be obvious, then~that the 

pre::entapplication :hould not be gra.~tcd on the basi5 of the fi.~cial 

::ho\~ made by the Comp~~y three years ago, when the Commission i::ued 

it:o~iginal ord~r autho:izL~g one ~~ operations. 

The e:dgencie::: of :ntA.SO tra."'lsportation d.uring the wtJ.r period have 

already produced over-crow~"'lg o!passenger vehiclez, \~th a.tte~dant haza:d 

to lite a!ld limb, and. this hazD.!"d SCC::l!i 'likely to i.."'lcrcaso as the wa:- eme:-

,goney continues. In'the interest o! public sa.tetY';o'the ma..'U'ling of public 

utility vehicles should 'oe i."'lcrcased, rather than decrea::ed.,. while, the' 

emergency exists, and no consideration of p:-ofit or gain ,should be per- . 

mitted.to interi'ere \~'ith proper p:"Otection of the, traveli='..g pu·clie •. ' 

It~ tte intetrt o! the Public.Utilitie~ Actth~t the people 
',' 

shotold have a. voice in t.he :-egulation of public utilitiez and,. in my opinion, 

ox parte o:-d.ere should be made 'oy this Commission only in caze: 'whero the . 

public interest' is clea.:-ly not ai'1'ected.~ It m1ly 'be :u"gued, in the present. 

in:st~ce, that the propo:;ed extension o! one-:r.an operation:' is limited to . 

one cay a week' and.. would a£!eet only a s:nall part' of, the ::Itrect ear serrlee 

01' Lo~ A."l.gcle::. . Neverthele:s, ,thiz ext.en:ion may be rega:-dec. 'as a etep 

toward. installation o!· one-man se:-vice throughout the zystem of the Los 
,.. ", ....' 

Angele s Ra.i1 way "OtIl.PO..W, .:l."ld the street ca: rid.ers are entitled to: be cor.-

:'Ulteci before such a zign:i!'icant move i~'lWde, pa.-ticu.1arly -3.$ theYMve 

registered. an emphatic disapproval o! tl"'.is zervice. whenever they have been 

con~ulted ~~ the p~t. 

The me:-e'i'act that the courts have held -:.hatthc authority con

!erred by the state upor. the ?.ailroad. Com::li:;3ion i: 3uporior to :thc local' 

• 
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.:l.uthority of tho peoplo of Los Angeles with respect to the regulo.tion:.: of 
- ,.' . ~ 

street car service does not justify this Commission in ignoring the people 

thereafter whenover an extension or service which they have disapproved is . 
. . 

proposed. The right of the puolic to ·00 heard is fundamental in the American 
.' 

way of life, and our nation is now engaged in a war to dei"end it. 'No'cir-

cumvention of democra.tic proco::::;es in Americ.3. C3.:l be condoned'in this 'critical 

period unles~'milits-~ ncce:::zity i~ zh07:n, ~~d no such sho~g ~ beon or 

can oe made in,the inotant case. 

I am,convinced that this order should be vac.3.ted in the public, 

interest, and tho.t no decision should bomade ·01' the Con:mizsio~ until a 

publichcaring is held and a record made of the present financial COD-, 

dition of the company. 

Co~i~s:to!ler . , 
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