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I disﬁent.
The tntroduct on of one man operat on of street cars into tne
t*anuportation uystem of Los Anbele,, as elsewhere, was o*;glnally ganc-
- tioned as an oconomy measure, designed to reduce operating oxpenvou at a'
. :time'whcn the carrior's reveaues wore rcprc,ented L0 bo-d¢min*shing to a
péihi vaere onefating'dcficits necessitated a curtailment of labor cdst:;__
 Notw1th,tancxng ‘the shorlng of finmancial distrcss made by the stroct. caxr
vxcompany, the people of Los Anbe 85, 3t a referendun clcctlon on an o“d_-”
nance *eaulrzng two man operétion. voted ovc*whclmingly aga;ngt *he onn-‘
. man car.' At an olection held in San Francizco on the zame quesuion the
v\O vove YRS cvcn more cmpha ic.“ | .
. cvlouvly the Rallroad Comm;ssion, apparently convinced uhat
 %<he Comuany was in urgen* nﬂcd of financial relie*, had auxho*ized one.
man ope* ion o*:c 2 on certain specif:ed routc: oL thc Los Angelcs Rail-
waj Comnany. Afte* the voters of the City app-ovcd the ord;nance p*oh;bzting
one~man cars and p*ovmdlng gevc*c pcnalties for operatzon, ,he Rail-"
way Company returﬁed 10 two-man operation peﬂdzng the res t of court
‘vcut of thc vaﬁldity of that. o*d;nancc. The courts Aznally “old uhat. thc
| author;ty o thP du*’-oad Comm¢ssion was paramount, and tha‘ the at cmpu
- of the Cltj of los 1oelcu to over~ride that auvhority by enactment of
‘local orainancc was unconstitutional. Thereupon the ~os‘Angeles Ra;lwgy:m
‘:Company ro*umed one man operatzong on the lines soecified in th@ Ra;l*oad',
‘ Comml ion‘* decmuio "Those opc“ation, are now in e*‘ec,-

But the result of the election in Los Angele. demonutratcd con-.

‘rcluvxvely that public ,cnt;ment in that cit y was gt'ongly oppoved to one=

man operation of street cars, and I do not oel*eve that it is pwo;emv
’or thc Cormicsion o autho-mze an extcn ion of one man ,crv1ce to other
lmneu of be Ra;lway Company's vys*:.em without holdlnb a hearlng at. wh_ch

_thc publxc may have an oppo vunity to exp*e sel “. Fu.uhermo*e the uO’




nngele. Rai way Company has made no ,how:ng in uupport of tha inutant .

- aopl*camion tha* any crluical emc“gency in its fznanczal af'azru exists at
the pres sent time. On the contrary it ic a matte* of goneral knowlcdge tha*'
-luince the ouzb“eay of the war the trend of ,trect *allway *cvenue, hau bceﬁf'

,upward and there is reason to bel;eve vhat this trend wzll conxinue au.-
long a, the prc,ent emergency cxmﬂtq.x It mu,t be obvious, then,,.hat the
p*e,ent appl;catzon should not be grantcd on the oaais of the ”inancial
,howzng made oy the Company th*ee ycaru Ag0, thn the Comm* ion 1ssued
its o*mg;whl ordc* utho*zz;ng one man ope*atiou,. ?
The exigeﬁcieu of mass transportat on during the war pe*;od have
- al*eady p*oduced ove.-crowdlnb o’ pacsenger vehic*eu, with enca“? haz**dl‘
' ; to life. and limb and thiq hazard yeemg likely o incrca.e as the war emc"- .
tgency contznu.y. In the 1nxe"est of public safet y, uhc manning of puo_ic |
Uulll v veh;clew should be incrcawed rather than decreaueq, while the
- emc*gcncy QXlStS, and no. conu*deratmon of o*of*t or gain uHou_a bc pe*- ;.
mlt ed to 1nter£ere with p“ope* p*o ect*on of the aveli“g puol;c.xz,'
| I* was the _ntent of the Public Ut ilmties Act that the pcople
chowld have a vomcc in uhe *egu_azlon of public Ltil; ieu and in.my op;nién,‘
ex parte o“derc should bc made byt Comm;gs on only in cases waero the
publ*c intere,t 45 clearly Aot affccted. It may'bez#}guéd"in the préséﬁtf
instance, that .he propoucd ext nuion of one~zan operut ons ig l¢mlted to
one cay a week and woula af’ect oﬂly a small part of uhc st reet car service
of Loz Angelez. - heverthele <, . uhiu extenzion may be rega:ded ad a utep
ward installatzon ol one-man ,ervice uhroubhou* the yy;tcm of the Los
Angc’es Railway Company, and the street car. riders are enx_tied be cot

*ul tec before such a uign_f cant move iz made, particularly' as vhcy have

regiatere¢ an emphatic disapproval of ihis szervice whenever they have been

- conzulted in the past;
The e-e"act that the courts have held‘:hatmthc.auf hority coh;.‘

fer ed by uhe state upon the Railroad Commizsion is 3upe*‘o* to the local
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' author::. y of the pcoplc of Los Angclc... with *e...pcct to t.he regula ion of
' ‘**rec* car service does not justzfy this Comml cion in 1gno“1ng the peopleii
thereai‘tcr w‘menever an c,cben...:.on of service avhich .,hey have d:x...;app*ovcd i..
pronosed The *ig,ht of thf- puo" ic to pe hea.rd is funda.menta.l in the Amc*n.can o
. way of life, and our nation 10 now eugaged in a war o def end';u. vho-cir-’j_ |
g‘cumycntion of democra ic processes in America can be condonca 1n thia c*itical
period unless: mil:'..ta.ry nccc.,s:.ty is sho-m, and no such snovd.ng has bccn or
-can’ oe ‘made i.n ‘c.he z.nstart case. ' o
o | I an. convinced that this order showld be vacat»d in the puolic
:1ntcregﬁ and that no decision should be made by the Commizsion unx;l 2
'”pub ic hcarlng is held and a record made of the preacnr *inancial con— -

':dxt;on of the-company..
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