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BV”ORH THE ?A,LROAD COLOSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Mary R. Vanni, et al,
Complainants
. V3. .
- Southern California Telephene Compahy
N and
Assocliated Telephone Commany, Ltd.,
Defendants

Case No. LALS
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Arcehie B. Hushand, for Complainants,

James G. Marshall, for Southern Califormia Telephone
Company, DO.endan

QtVelveny & iyers, bJ Harry L. Duan, for Associated
Telephone Company, Lid., Defendant,

Yaurice Gordon, for Hoytt. Conytwuctioﬂ Company,

J. A. Benell, for Dominguez 7-tate Commany.

BY THZ COMMISSION:

In this procceding, fifty-two individuals and one corporation Join
in a pctition %o the Commission reqhésting‘that a certain area including
Dominguez and ,u*round_n territory in Los Angeles Cownt y be 1nc1udcd ir %he
base rate area of the Long Reach exchange. A hearing in the matter was held
at Dominguez on March 1l, 1942 before Zxaminer Fry.

Telephone service i3 availsble in the Dominguez areca Irom the San
Pedro exchange of Southern Californis Telephone Company a% local exchange rases’
and from the Long Beach exchange of Associated Telephone Cozpany, Lid. on z

foreign exchange vasis. Toll telephono service also i3 available between the

Long Banch exchonge and the San Pedro exchange including Dominguez.

A nurber of witnesses for comploinants testified %o the fact that

velephore service available in Dominguez, requires payments therefor‘groatly
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in éxcess of the charges required in the downtown sections.of Long Beach and
San Pédro for siﬁiiar.services. The unincorporated town of Dominéﬁez iz a
well-developed scétion of the type which is penerally included in the base
rave area. However, it is separated from the base rate area of 4he San Pedro
exchapge by undeveloped territory'such ac is not gcnerally.includcd in » basze
rate drea; Testimony received at the hearing showed that the major community
of dnterest of the pcopic :Ln the complaint area is with Long Beach and that a
largé auwnber of the Domingucz telephone users have a requirement for Long
Beacﬁ televhone service and little need for San Pearo exchange scrvicc; Yo
testimeny apgainst the granting of the petition was heard.

In 193% & large group of residents in deinguez'f led o formal
complaint against <he same defendants as appear in this case, asking that the
Dominguez ares be transfarred from the San Pedro exchange area and be included
in the Long Beach exchange arca. The territory delineated in tbé.t proccéding,
Case No. LW5Z2, was entirely surrounded by the suburban area of the San Pedro
exchange, and the complaint was cdismissed by the Railroad Commission vithout
prejudice. | |

The issues in the two complaints are materially different in 4wo |
respects. In the present proceeéing the complaint area is contiguous o the
Long Beach base rate area and <hat desceribed in Case No. LL52 vas isolamcdv
and orn that account could not remularly be annexed to the Long Beach exchange
arca.‘ in the‘present complaint the pczizioncrz ask that the area bé included
in the Long Beach base rate area, but do not’request an& change in theyratesf
or Area boundaries of the Southern California Telephone COmpahy's San Pecdro-
exchangé; The allegations made in %he cbmplaint are aubstantiatcd‘by the
testinony received at the hearing.

| On Dece&bcf 7; l9hl; war was declared on thé Undted Staééc and an
emergency haé exisied'since that time. It has Been necessary thaﬁ‘prioritiea
be established £§ set_up the order in which vital_mazeriais my be purchascé

anc used. The Assoclated Telephone Company, Ltd., in its answer to the con-

plaint(hcrein,‘submitted that actien in the procecding should be posiponed wntil
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such time as the work invelved would not adversely affect its ability to meet
‘its obligation of furnishing communication services vital vo nationsl cefense
activities. At <he hearing, counsel for the defendant companies argﬁed that,
on account of orders issued oy the Wer Production Roarc, ﬁartiéularly General
Conservation Oéder 1-50, the Associated Teleohone Company, td. would nbt be
able to secure the eguipment and other supplics waich would be necessary %o
enablé it to furnish the telephone services 4in the complaint'area which the
recbrd in this wroceecing indicatés would be ordered by the complainants. |

If 4t were not for the crergency ané the priority situation ﬁith
reference <o essential telepﬁon maverials, thé record would jJustify the
granting of the petition and the inclusion of the Dominguez area within
the Long Seach base rate area, vith the consequent adjustmént of rates. The
materisl shortage, however,‘necessit tes a postponemézz of su¢h action wntil
after the emergency, and the coﬁplaint showld, at this time, be dismissed
vwithout prejudicé.

ORDER

This case being at issue upon complaint and answers on file, having
been heard and sﬁbmi :edvfor decision, and basing thic decision 6n the findings
of fact and conclusions contained in the Oninfon preceding this Oxder,

IT IS FERE3Y CRDZERED thét'this complednt be and it is hereby dis~

missed without prejudice.

Dated at San Francisco, Calilarnia, this bé “. day of Yay, 1942.

- (Commizsioners) -




