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Decision No. BSOS

SEFORE TEZ RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of ‘the Inpvestigation on the
Comzission's own motion into the reason-
ableness of proposed zinimum clearances

on railroads and street railroads with
reference to side structures, overhead
structures, parallel tracks, and erossings
of railroads, street rallroads, streels,
and public highways.

Case No. 2290
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3Y THE COMMISSION:

FOURTE_SUPPLEMENTAL OPINION

This supplemental order deals wit%ian application filed
vy various railroads operating in Californla ) seekingfauth rity
operate freight cars, over thelr respective lines,‘haviag;a he1ght

rom top of rall <0 «op of running board in excess of the max o

height prescribed by the Commission in.its'Genefal Ofder No. 26-C.

Applicants refer to the Commission's Decislon No. 35027,
- dated Fedruary ll, 1942, in which the Union Pacific‘ﬁailroad'

Company was authorized tO‘operate fre1gh: cars; hé&ing a maximum
héight“of 16’3“, under certain conditions and Comaiscion's
Deeicion No. 34119, dated April 29, 1941, authorizing Thé Atchicson,
Topeka and Santa ?e Railway Company to operate freight'cars héving-
a maximum height of 17’1", and further call attentién Lo the fact
that the handling of such excess helght fréight'cafs is necessafy
in connection with the movement of war' terials undef'the pfeseﬁt
National Emergency. The'applicants surther state their belief |

that such freight cars may be operated over thelr respective

(1) Southern Pacific Company, Los Angeles'and Salt Lake Railroad
~ Company, Unlon Pacific Railroad Company, Pacific Electri
Railroad Company and The Western Pacific Railroad Company.
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trackage in the State of California substantially pursuant to the

conditions cohzainéd'in Decision No.. 35027 of this Commiscion.-

The operation involved hereln is restricted to the.
shipments of materials to, from, or between defense imdustries
located in California anmd carrying defense material in at least’
one direction. 7Tnis fncludes not only fhe opeéaﬁion of freight
cars owned by’the respecﬁive carriers, dut also féreign freight

cars delivered to them.

In view of the fact that the matier involved in this

application iz directly connected with war actiﬁities which regquire |
immediate action and ic restricted to duration-éf the Natiornal
Energency and the further féct taat the Commission has authofized
two carriers to bperate excess height freight cars over their lines
in Califofnié, 1t appears appropriate to issde an ex barte order
placing all the carriers on the came basis of operation, with
reSpeéf to operation of freight‘cars over their respeétive lines
having a height'frdm Top of'rail.to Top of running board in eicess'
of that?prescribed.by the éommissién in its General Order Nd;'zch;

and the following order will so provide.

FOURTH SUPPLIMENTAL ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the common carrier railroads
operating in California xe hereby authorized, where physically
poééible, to move freight'cars having a maximum height in excess
191" from %op of rall to top of rumning board, subject to‘theA
following conditions:

(1) The authority herein granted for the operatidn of excess
helght frelght cars is restricted zolely to. the transpor-
tation of airplane wings and accessories in at least one

direction with routings through the State of California
for and in conneetion with the present War Zgergency..
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The ocwned - *reigh* cars having a height of 16'3", or
greater, from top of rail to top of rumning. board,
shall. be stenciled on all four corners approximately
g' above the top of rail with Jellow letters 2" high,.
reading as follows: ,

"TELS CAR ZXCZSS EEIGET___
" HIGE ABOVE TOP OF RAIL"

CNoteé The carrier shall supply the actual height
£ the ca")

In the case of such forelgn reign* cars, the carrier
snall have such freight cars marked with placard" in
liﬁu or tqe stencil.

Wren any trann conteining. freignt cars naving a

eight of 16'3", or greater, from top of rall to. top

of running boa*d i. op rated, such freight cars of

excess heights shall bYe blocked in a sirgle wnit; andg,
it uhe tozal number of carc in the traln permit-, cars
of such excess height shall be so located in the train
as to be at least five cars distant from either thb
caboose or the engine, oW

Each member of the crew of each train containing freignh=
cars having a height o. 163", or greater, from £op

of rail to top of running board the operation of which
is authorized herein, shall oe Informed tnrough an
appropriate train order that th conuiet Qf the train
includes freight cars of such exces qﬂight* and
specifying <he nunber thereof and advi,ing that no
menber of the tralin crew is required o ride on top of
any such freight cars while t_ain is moving through
passing tracks or over main line between statlions.”

Any yard crew regquired fto handle freight cars raving
a height of 16'3", or greater, from %top of rail to-
top of running boaré shall be notified through their
supervising officials of the presence of such freight

cars in said yard.

When ’reight cars are interen ged‘having a height of
163", or greater, from %top of rail %o %top of running
board, between carriers Ln the State of California,
the delivering carrier shall give sufficient advance
notice to the receiving carrier that such excess
height cars are to be placed on the interchenge track,
as will enable the receiving ¢arrier to comply with
all the conditionz of the instant decision.

No memner of the crew shall be required to *iun on
top . of a f*cignt car naving a height of 15'6",
grcate., from top of rail to %op of running board.

The authority he*oin granted shall *ema n in effect
only during the Var Emergency, or uatvil further order
of thals Commission. :




In,all‘oﬁhei respects the provisions of General Order

No. 26-C shaii”remain in full foréé and efféct.

The authority herein granted Iis in lieu of and super-
sedes th@ au nor*ty to operate prescribed cars over the tracks of
certain common carrie s in the State of Cali’ornia as auxho“ized

by Decisions Nos. 33707, 33792, 34119 and 35027 in Case ho. 2290.

Ine effective date of this order uhall be the date hareof
| , Dated at San Francisco, California, this /CZ day of |
May, 1942, |
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